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Having employed an entire vo^ 
lume upon the {ahje& of Charity Schools^ 
I ihall now beg leave to invite the at- 
tention of Ladies to the adult Poor, who 
, are equally obje6ls of commiferation 
with thofe of younger years, and whofe 
good or ill condud is Of more immedi- 
ate confequence to ourfelves than that 
of their children, many of whom will 
not take an aftive part on the theatre 
of life till the fcene is clofed upon us. 

It cannot be denied that the Poor in 
general are depraved in their morals 
and n^anners to a ihocking degree, and 
it is to be feared that many are irreco- 
verably lb J but this ought not to be 
urged as a reafon for calling them off 

VOL. !!• B with- 
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2 OECONOMY O^ CHARITT, 

without trying to reform them ; for if 
they are given up hy their fuperiors, they 
will infallibly grow worfe and worfe; but 
friendly admonition, giv^n to them iti- 
dividually, and accompanied by fuch 
kind offices as their particular circum- 
ttances require, may, through the blef- 
fing of God, bring about an un€xpe6led 
reformation^ at lead the trial is worth 
makiiig by thofe who have any xeg-ard 
te the fafety and happinefs of their own 
femilies; and it is but juftice to our- 
fetves> to endeavour to reclaim thofe 
with whom we are immediately con- 
cerned^ as well as to prevent bad habits 
ki the fifing generation, with whom 
OUT poftefity Avill be chiefly coniie^ed. 

I fiiall begin with thofe on whom 

our domeftic comforts greatly depend, 

juod 0ver whom we may, as miftrefflSfes 

of families, naturally expe^to have the 

greateft mflueijce* 



HOUSE- 
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HOCSfEftOLD SERVANTS. 

But to confeCs tlie truth, were not 
my hopes placed upon the rifing gene- 
ration, I fliould be almoft diflicartencd 
from entering upon tliis fubje^l by the 
magnitude of the objefl as a national 
concern. The reins of family govern^ 
ment have been for a long time held 
with fo flack' a hand by the heads of* 
families in general*, fuch ignorance, 
of the duties of their ftation prevails 
amongft all defcriptions o^ fervants, 
arid fuch a fpirit of independence has 
poffeired tlie minds of vaft numbers of 
them, that they will fcarcely bear the 
kaft controul or contradi6tiou, fp that 

♦ It is very for from my intention tdJeffen the 
con&qn£Qoe of maftcarso^famllied, thofdfotte irheij 
I ajRply t^e term heads rffmiliei tfi j^yiot^ sex, I 
wilhto be mvderft^d>,ei4ji^»^ ilUpi^j^ ;?Qy ,db^ 
ferviitions to thofe particular? which t>^long tp 
the' province of the miftrefs, or as luppofhig theip 
to «ftiB conjmidlton ^<ritk -tiic prt)jJer*hcad- of thi 
ftttily. 

B 2 -as 
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4. OECOlfOMT OF CHARITT, 

as a body of people, domeftic fervants 
iiiuft be confidered as in a very corrupt 
ftate. Yet let us not take up a gene- 
ral prejudice againfl them, for I am 
perfuaded that a candid enquiry into 
the caufes of the depravity of this clafs 
of people will evince that the blame 
attaches more to others than to them- 
felves ; nay, in the firft inftance, it may 
be often traced back to the negleft of 
their fuperiors in their early years. — 
Thofe young perfons who have been 
carefully educated upon Chriftian prin- 
ciples may be reafonably expe6led to 
make faithful, difcreet, and diligent 
fervants, if they are fo happy as to be 
placed under mafters and miftreffes who 
will difcharge their own duty by in- 
ftrufting them in theirs. But if you»g 
perfons of either fex, on their entering 
into fervicc, are expofed at once to the 
contagion of bad example and a variety 
of temptations to which they have be- 
fore been flrangers, witjhout any far- 

. ther 
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ADDRESSED TO LADIES. S 

ther thought being beftowed upon them 
by the heads of the family, than to fct 
that they do the work for which they 
were hired — If they fee nothing but 
extravagance and difTipation^ and hear 
no difcourfe but fuch as is calculated 
to corrupt tlie mind and enflanie the 
paflions, and mix with thofe whofe 
Sabbaths are fpent either in adminiiler-. 
ing to the luxurious indulgencies of 
their fuperiors, or in the purfuit of their 
own licentious pleafures, can we won- 
der that their principles fliould in time 
give way, and that they fhould in the 
end, by their bad condu6t, encreafe the 
mafe of corruption? If, therefore, we 
would ftop the progrefs of licentioufnefi 
and profligacy, of which all complain, 
and which threaten the total overthrow 
of family government, we rauft begin 
with the younger part of that branch 
of the community which ought to be 
fubje6l to its authority. 

B 3 Though 
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6 oEcoNoirr op CHARifv, 

Though much may certainly he doiie 
in fchools with the afiiftance of vifitors 
towards preparing children for the pro- 
per difcharge of thofe domcftic offices 
which it will be their future iot to occupy, 
fomething farther is in general necef- 
fary to preferve them from imbibing in 
their childhood the prejudices and faHfe 
opinions of their parents^ many of 
whom, judging of their foperiors from 
what they have themfeiveft experienced 
when they were fervants, are apt to 
confider mafters and miftreffes as peV- 
(oixs v/jp^ having no particular regard 
for their domeftics, have no right to 
^pe6l any thing from them, but their 
manual labour; and who, pofTeiling as 
tliey think; a greater fliare of the gifts 
of fortune than properly belongs to 
them, it is no crime to impofe upon iU 
matters which they regard as trifled, 
mid to whom it would be folly to at- 
tach themfelves, as the doing fo nijght 

deprive 
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APJ^RESSED TO LADIES., 7 

deprive tliem of thofe advantages they 
Avould poffibly obtain by change of 
fituation. 

That fuch ideas are predominant 
among the lower orders of people at 
the prefent day is a common obferva'" 
tion, and they are fuppofed to arife 
from ^principle of ingratitude: butw? 
fliould be very careful how we charge 
any of our fellow-creatures with fo hate* 
ful a crime, till we know they have 
i>e€n untiiankful fbvaQuat b^ncfits^ and 
even in thi9 cafe,^ a? well as m th^ 
fmaller violatioi^s pf the iliuQ: rules pf 
moral honefty, great allowance flioulcj 
be made for extreme ignorance, nof 
ihould we be too fevere in our cenfures 
upon the poor for envying thofe i^ 
Jijgher ftatiops, till we are certain tha|: 
their affluent neighbours have ihewiji 
perfonal kindnefs and coridelcenfion tOr 
wards them, and teftified a wiUingnefe 
to difcharge tlieir own relative duties 
according to the divine law of iioing 
B 4 unt0 
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8 OBCONOMY OF CHARITY, 

unto all men as they would all menjhould 
do unto them. Not that I would juftify 
the commiffion of crimes under any 
circumftances, though I would extenu- 
ate, as much as poffible, the guilt of 
the offeuder ; and my prefent objeft is 
to induce the patrons of charity fchools 
of all denominations to extend their 
goodnefs to the parents of the children 
when circumftances. will admit of an 
intercourfe with a view to the improve- 
Tnent of both ; nay, with a farther view 
to the iiiterefts of the higher ranks 
which are involved in thofe of their in- 
feriors to a much greater degree than 
many ztc apt to imagine, as will appear 
upon confidering in what refpefts the 
fervices of domeftics in particular are 
neceflary for the eafe and comfort of 
thofe who are not capable of perform- 
ing for themfelves the menial offiees of 

What I would therefore take the li- 
berty of idvifing I-adies to do, is no 

more 
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Ai>I>RE$SXl> TO LADIES. 9 

more than this, to call at the cottages 
of the parents as they are takmg their 
mornhig or evening walks, and tett the 
mothers in a kind way how much they 
have the welfare of them and their fa- 
milies at heart, that nothing can be 
done effeftuallyfor their children with- 
out their co-operation; and that they arp 
expeded to exhort them, whether boys 
or girls, to follow the inflru&ions which 
are given them at the fchoc^, and to 
keep them, when at home, under proper 
reftraint, efpecially on the Sabbath Day, 
and alfo to fet a good example to their 
fionilies by their own condu6t I will 
not pretend to &y that this meafure 
wiU always fucceed, but I m^y fafely 
venture to prognofticate,. that it will 
anfwer beyond expeftation, and that 
many a mother in humble life will be 
. found ready to fdlow any good advice 
that may be bellowed upon her for the 
improvement of her children. But 
jhould this office of Chriftiai chari^ 
B 5 totally 
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to axd^ikroKT of c«j4fijTr, 
totally fail 6i pn^disciti^ it3 defired 
imdj a rich reconapenfe will be madis by 
the great Rewarder of Jbtoevolcnt ac- 
tions, tathofewho facriiioe a -pordaa 
of their time for fuch a purpofe, txA 
it may probably be foutid rinder tTieir 
'Own roois in the bieffing of faithful ab- 
t^ched fo-vants, who .will execute their 
<^miiiaiids with c1iaer&i»e(s» and tt£- 
tify^cir aflFo5i;ioamte regard by thofe 
ottentioas wliich at all (times -are pleaf* 
isig, ^nd in tl^ hour of &x:ksx& or f^- 
raw hnportant and endearing. 

Entirely to correft the profligacy of ' 
manners which prevails aniongfl the 
geneialily of iervants, would require a 
change ia the ppefmt ovder cf thitaigK, 
wliidb eau only be wrought by the thar 
mediate power of the great Goremor 
of the uitiverfc. Wisat caa be expe&ed 
&!om the ignorant and iUitenEte, whdft 
they can plead, as is too often the jcaft, 
the example of thoie who iiioiild guide 
and govern theui; fbr'ei/^xyirregulaijsty 

and 
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sttiid excefi of which they ai« gwity ? 
But as the evil appears to fnie to adoiit 
of a partial remedy, as <ar as it affaAi' 
thofe which may be property called^!* 
mtefamilke (1 meaa thofe who ia anjr 
rank of life aiiroid fceues of diffipatbn^ 
mod end^vour to promote harmony 
and regularity ia thetr hou&holds) I 
cannot forbear offering a few hints tOr 
wsuds the accompliihment of fo dcik* 
able an ^id. 

And firft, I wo^ld moft earneftly rer 
commend for the honour of God, for 
the weMare of the nation, for the peace 
pf families, that in the goyernment of 
a houfehold a conftant regard be paid 

to fLfLXGOtON* 

Were the jnous determination of 
Joflma, the leader of Ifrael, uniyerfally 
adopted — '^A$for me and my houfiy tve 
mtijhroe the Lord,'' the bleffed effea* 
of it would foon appear in the eftabliih^ 
}nent of good order in every family, 
«jid the reformation of the Chrifiiaa 
B 6 world 
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14 OECONOMY OF CHARITY, 

world. This I know is beyond expec- 
tation in the prefent ftate of focietj', or 
under any other, whilft mankind con- 
tinue fubje€i to human frailties and in- 
firmities, but thofe who ferioufly make 
the lame refolution, and aft in con- 
formity to it, certainly encreafe their 
own comforts, whilft they contribnite to 
check the alarming progrefe of wicked- 
neis and licentioufnefs and promote the 
/ighteoufnefs of the nation. And furely 
there is at this time a jlowerful call 
upon every one who is invefted with 
authority of any kind to exert it for 
the purpofe of counterafting the evil 
deiigns of thofe who would deftroy all 
focial order, and who have unhappily 
been too fuccefsful in their attempts to 
infeft the minds of the lower claffes 
with their levelling principles. The 
taflc is not fo difficult as may at firft 
fight appear. Thofe poor children who 
have been educated under the kind pa- 
tronage of their fuperiors. upon true 

Chriftiau 
4 
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ADDRESSED TO LADIES. IS 

Chrifttan principles, will, it may be 
prefumed, go to fervice with a difpofi- 
tion to fubmit to the authority of their 
mailers and miftrefies, and to make a 
grateful return for the kindneis they 
hope to receive. A proper exertion of 
authority, and a proper exercife of 
kindnefe, therefore, would probably fe- 
cure their obedience and fix their affec- 
tions. 

And much I am confident may yet 
be done even in refpeft to fervants of 
maturer years, many of whom having 
been accuftomed to regular habits at 
^their firft going out, prefer being in fa- 
milies where they can live peaceably, 
and gain improvement; and others 
who have lived in inferior or harder 
fervices, will be glad, for the fake of 
improving their condition, to be hired 
into fuch families. 

But the beft chance for having a re- 
gular orderly houfebold, and attached 

fervants^ 
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&fvmtB, is t0 tmiu xippmng we^ ; tht 
tt'ouWe, I am periUs^dadi would be re* 
paid by the comforts it would procure, 
^nd thfi fticc^j& of many p(8pplje wlio 
ha?^^ done fo, enc(^m^gm tl«? trkl I 
linow it will be &id on the olii^ hitiidi 
tJiat »miiber» wbobave taj&en ^f>/^ and 
^^* at tlKeir fijrft going cmt, have niet 
^ith difa)sppokitmeut, hit we may aik 
in return, how thofe who thus deceived 
expeQattloBs had been educated, and 
in what maimer they were \afterwAi'd< 
treated, particularly whether paius wcce 
takefiL wkea they entered into feryice, 
to cultivate the principles of good con«» 
duft in their mijids by pirecept and 
example? Noising can be efFedually 
done itowatds eftaWifliiiig good oider, 
>vitbo.at .tiie- perfgml endmomrs of 
he94$ ^ iitmilies in tthe arnddogement 
of their houfehold. . 

So far from condemning the gene- 
rality of Xoi'vants fox tiifitf gneajt irregu* 

larities 
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Ufi^es ofvCQndui^ they 3ippcaT to xne 
^ oljji^ of pity and coopalBop ; fw 
;ho^^v many ot- tliem are ruined tfaxoagU 
Uie misfortune of beiag thrown into 
ii^uations, v/lv^e virtue in CK^ery fhape 
Ms*.trJ9il|S to -e^icounter, \dii^h requh*^ 
(the Mtmoil vigUaaoQ >aBd fortitude t^ 
fefift. 

Thc^ tjif<)«ig4i wfeofe ii}-^vernment 
^young^v^ntsheopn^aorrup^jsd fliould 
tiot complaifi ©f beii^g.ill-ferved, whilfi; 
they ©egteft thw o^n bounden duty, 
which ^requires them to p^xHpote 

FAMILY RELIGION. 

It would be happy for Society if at 
tlmv firft eftablifliment of a houfejiold, 
thofe who are to govern it would form 
the following Refplutions *, Not to make 

* Tfapfe refolutions -cannot always be put in 
jprafUce bf the niiftxds of a family^ for ^livant of 
Xhe concurrence 0f her huihsiod 4 bjit every art of 
perfuafioa (houU be employed to win him te fuch 
a purpofe ; and ihould thefe unhappily fail> and the 

abfenee 

t 
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16 OECONOMY OF CHARITT, 

the Sabbath a Ttfiting day themfeheSy 
but to pafs it in a Religious inanner^ to 
infirz$3 their feroants in their duty, and 
to give them time toferoe M«r Maker. 
What I have now propofed may be 
objefted to by Ibme as laying too great 
a reftrainty and too heavy a burden on 
young perfons at their firft taking upon 
themfelves the government of a fa- 
mily ; but let all who fee it in this Hght 
confider, which is the mod likely to 
contribute to their prefent comfort, and 
fecure their future happinefs, — to pro* 
fane the Sabbath^ according to the 
prevailing cuftom of the world, and 
forfeit the blejjing which God has gra- 
cioufly annexed to the religious ob- 
fervance of it; or to fubmit to his 
La\vs, and obtain an eternal reward. 

abfence of the Matter of the family, in purfuitt 
of pleafure in which the wife has no (hare, give 
the melancKoly opportunity, the fole exercife of 
this important duty will be fouiuf a powerful re* 
xnedy againfl corrodbg care, 

Religioa 
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ADDRESSED TO LADIES. 17 

Religion lays no reftraints upon us, 
but fuch as have a dire6l tendency to 
encreafe our happineis, by /kiting us 
Jreefromtkejiaveryofjiny and confer- 
ring upon us the glorious liberty of the 
ChildrenafGod. And the burden which 
Chriflians are required to bear, our 
merciful Saviour has declared to be 
eafjfy and fo it will ever 'be found by 
thofe \vho bear it properly* 

Much of what may be called do-* 
fke/iic evilf is occafioned by the com- 
mon pradice of Sabbath-breaking, and 
ihocking it is to fee, the manner in 
which this Holy Day is fpent in a Chris- 
tian country, efpecially in cities, and 
populous towns and their vicinities. I 
would not however be underftood, as 
confidering that communication be- 
twixt near relations and friends, which 
cannot take place on any other day 
but Sunday, as a breach of theChriftian 
Sabbath, for this is confident with the 
proper obfervance of it, and the bleffing 

of 
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of tUis holy feafoa may be kicreafed 
by participation; but it never can be 
juftified by any arguaijents, to fpend 
that day which was claimed at the cre- 
ation by the gitJat Governor of the uni- 
verfe^sHis own in an irreligious man*- 
ner ; nor caai any pretence whatever, 
excufe tlie neglc^. of fenoily duties; 
But fome people will plead the want of 
relaxation from the toils and cares of 
life, as an exemption fro»i the ftri^ob- 
fervance of the Sabbath, Hipfe per^ 
(pns furely forget, tlurt to gkt n(ft wat 
the exprefc defign of this Holy Infti- 
tution — Reji^ not to the body only, but 
to thef<nil alfo, th^t both might be re* 
frcfhed. But the benevolent end of 
the Creator is defeated in every way, 
as far as relates to themfelves, and pro^* 
bably to their houfeholds aUb, by tliofe 
heads of families^ who inftead of obey-* 
ing the CommandKient of the Lord, 
and accepting the. heavenly pleafurei 
he has provided for them, chufe ** t^ 
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4to their oxvn plenjurey and Jpcak tAeh* 
Qc&n W9rd($'* on his Holy Day. But 
how much move feti«fied with tbem- 
lyves »wiU thofe be at the clofe of^the 
Sabbath, wIk) have employed it in a 
manner they know tlieir Creator will 
approve, than tb<^ can poffibly be, 
who preferring the vanities of this 
life to the coftiforts of Religion, call 
away the bleffing of tlie Sabbath, leacj 
their families aftray ky their iU-e>&- 
ampie, and prcwroke the difpleafiire pf 
4fce Almighty ? 

Many people are deterred from an 
•at*empt to introduoe the pra^ice of 
F^imily Religmd, from the fear of bdng 
cenfured for Hypocrify or FbfHitici/h$f 
but while 4:heir own hearts acquit them> 
and they only follow the difi:ates ofput^ 
Religion^ thefe imputations fliould niake 
no impreffion on fJieir minds. A great 
<lifgrace has been bixHight ivpon m^thsh 
dojp Ckryimm from the profeffbj-s of it^ 
• , . .. .\ ..having 
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having been reftrained hy falfe Jhame, 
from following what their reafon ican- 
not but approve, and they ought not 
to allow thofe whofe principles are not 
fo found as their own, to aflume to 
themfelves cj;*c/i{/?t?e/^, the titles offcri- 
Otis and eoangetical Chriftians. The 
time in fhort is arrived, when all who 
have a true regard to God and Reli^ 
gioHy fhould make an open profeffion of 
their Faithy and endeavour to adorn it 
by their pta£iice. A nation cannot be 
reformed, but by the united exertions 
of private families* . Who can read the 
Eulogium pronounced by the Lord 
himfelf on that good old Patriarch, 
who was honoured with the diftinguiih- 
ing titles oithe Father of the Faithful, 
and the Friend of Gqtx, without refolv- 
ing to follow his example? Abraham 
we are told, by the Sacred Ilifloriani 
iiad a large houiehold, three hundred 
and eighteen fervants born in his houfe, 
all prompt to obey his conunandsi and 

the 
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the chief of them, the good Eliezer, wm 
fo faithful and attached, thvt he was 
found worthy of the higheft truft. The in- 
tegrity and affe6tion of thefe domefiics, 
were the genuine fruits of the inftruc* 
tions of their pious mailer; and it was 
Abraham himfelf, who taught his houfe- 
hold, fervantSy as well as children^ to 
*' keepthetimoftheLard^ todojuftice 
and judgment \' and the cfFefts of 
his pious labours, extended to thofe 
who came after him to remote gene- 
rations. Great was the Patriarch's re- 
ward, and proportionable to it will be 
that, of all who fhall do the fame 
things, as far as their ability and infiu* 
ence eJctend f. . 

Many truly pious perfons, I am 
perfuaded, would gladly honour Gop 
in every poffible way, but an idea pre^ 
vails in their minds, that fervants 

• SeeGecefis, chap, xviii* 19. 
-I- Abraham's example is apglicabk to heads «r 
families of either (ex. 

would 
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would not fiibmit to the regulations 
tftiey wifh to adopt. I do not pretend 
to fay, that fome igfioraut ones would 
not objcft to tbem, but they might be 
,woii over by degrees, and the geoe- 
jfality would i»eadily <jomply, and no- 
tiling wU tend more to attach fervants 
to , their mafters tnd miftreffes, than 
fliewing a regard for their fpiritual in- 
terefts. if our fervants are profane or 
immoral for want of our care and in- 
ftruftion, we ihall be called to a feverc 
account for it He who negleBs to pro^ 
vide for his mm hou/ehold, (fiiys an 
Apoftle) has 'denied the Faithy nnd h 
worfe than an Iif^dd* ; and trfhiatt pto- 
vifion can be made for all whrt belong 
to.it, .eqaal to that which will, if pro- 
psrly improved, noufilh their fouls to 
ererlaftinglifc? '^ 

But.'in-xwrder to biing thefe goad 
purpofes into effeft, conditions mull be 
"> • . - ' • 

*- 1 Tim. St. 8. . . ^ 

V . r. made 
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made with every fervant who is liired, 
that they ehibrace the opportunities 
which will be afforded thcni of go* 
itig to Church ; that they attend the 
fame place of worfliip as their maf- 
ters or raiftreffes * ; that they con- 
tent themfelves with paffmg the Sun- 
days without vifitors, or going out, ex- 
cepting with permiffion, on p^ticular 
occaiions; and that they fid:miit to be 
inftru&ed in their duty. To thefc con- 
ditions, every fervant who is worth 
having will readily C0ncede> and iSiofe 
who refufe, ought not to be adnlitted 
into a Chriftian boufehold. 

Certain it is, that the liberty which 
fervants axe frequently allowed of hav*- 
ing the Sunday to themfelves, is a 

♦ This condition is not meant to reftrainthe 
liberty of perfons of a different communion, but 
«ierely to-obyitfte thefeMe excofes which liiay be 
ioade by tii6& fervjuits tt^Ko- woold net go to imy 
^Ce of Wofffiip. Bot them certainly ^ill \k 
more harmoay in aiamily, wbere all ^^tip ^^Ij. 
^ gious opinions* 

principal 
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principal caufe of that licentioufnefs 
which prevails among them, particu- 
iuily in the metropolis, and its envi- 
rons, where temptations, abound to a 
fatal degree : not that I would recom- 
mend fuch a rigid ftriftneft, as fliould 
deprive fervants of the dhly opportu- 
nity they may have of feeing or vifit- 
ing a parent or relation ; on the con- 
trary, they fliould be encouraged in 
the performance of every relative duty. 
In villages, fervants may contrive to 
fee theur friends with the penniffion of 
their mafter or miftrefs, without neg- 
le^ing their, religious concerns ; in ci<- 
ties and towns they are ufually at a 
diftancefrom their family connections; 
were they allowed to go occafionally 
when they could be fpared, to enjoy a 
little time with their relations, or fuf- 
fered to entertain them in the houie 
for a day or two now and then, 
they would, if good principled fer- 
vants^ think themfelves recompenfed for 

the 
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the gfeneral reftraint, efpecially if the 
heads of the family took theieoccaiions 
of Shewing regard for their fervants, by * 
taking notice of tlieir relations, and 
fpeaking well of them to their friends. 
Nor would ij by any means, baniili 
cheerfulnefs from kitchens on week 
days ; we have no right to condemn 
thofe,:, whofe fervices are fo neceffary, to 
inceflalkt gloom ; we ihould endeavour 
to render their fervice eaiy and pleafant 
to them : not by indulging them in 
idlenefs and rioting, but by putting 
them into the way of filling up their 
time in a profitable and rational mati^ 
ner. But Cards and Novels fhould be 
abfolutely forbidden ; and happy would 
it be for the world, if perfons of higher 
condition would reftrain themfelves 
within the bounds of moderation in 
thefe amufeuients ! ' 

It is ftill the pious cuftom in many 
families to affemble their h'oufehold of 
a Sunday evening to heay afermon, and 

\0h. lu c where 
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^here. the difcourfe is plain and of a 
moderate length, there is no doubt but 
that much ufeful and edifying inftruc* 
tion is conveyed to the minds of the 
hearers ; but when it is long and argu- 
mentative, thofe who have not the ha- 
bit of attention and reflexion grow 
weary, and the intended benefit is loft 
upon them. The method of in&'uc* 
tion which appears to me the beft fuited 
to fervants in general, is to let them 
read aloud in fucceffion, if there are 
feveral of them, a portion of the Scrip- 
tures, {the LeffbnSf Epijile and Gofpel for 
the day for inftance) and then to read 
to them an eafy comment upon thefe 
paffages,, aiking them queftions in or- 
der to fee that they underftand what 
they read and hear. An hour Ipent 
in this manner would be fufficient for 
the inftruftion of as many fervants as 
a private family ufually contains. In, 
order to promote the farther improve- 
ment of fervants. proper books my be 

put 
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put into their hands to read by them- 
felves, and they fliould be adinoniibed 
to read the Scriptures frequently, and 
direfted to the parts from wliich they 
4nay derive the greateft infiru^on in 
faith and praftice. 

In fliort, whoever ferioufly fets about 
the impoartant bulinefs of indrufting 
their fervants, cannot be in want of the 
means to accompliili their wMies wiien 
books of inftru^lion abound as they do 
at th^ prefent day ; the only difficulty 
is to make a proper fele^ion ainongl^ 
them. Thofe who are diffident of their 
own judgment will do well to take the 
catalogue ofTlie Society for p^offioting 
Chriftian Knowledge as their dira6loi^ 
But there is one book, not upofi tdte 
Society's lift, which I cannot foi*bear 
recommending as aprap«r ^efent jP«t 
all young fcrvant maids i indeed gifts 
ihould be made acqiiainted with ijj 
contents before they ^r^ difoiflfed from 
Charity SchooU-^l mean Doms^^K 
c a Hap- 
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Hatpixess promoted, abridged from 
Virtue in Humble Life, by the late 
Jjona^ Hanwajf of pious memory *. An- 
other very ufefiil book for thofe who 
have but little tune for religious medi- 
tation, is Bijhop JFilfon's Sacra Pri- 
VATA. Nor muft I omit an excellent 
little trafl; (which is come to my hand 
fmce the firft volume of this work wais 
printed) written by the Ilev. Mr. Gil- 
pin for the Boldre School, entitled An 
Explanation of the Principles of Relir 
gion f. This tra6l will be found very 
ufeful for fervants, as much important 
inflru6);ion is given in a very ihort com- 
pafs. It would alfo make a valuable 
addition to the Parting Prefent given 
to Charity Children at their difmiffion 
from the fchool; and if given to Sun^ 
day School children to read to their 

♦ Sold by RiFijDgtons, St. Paul's Churcluyard, 
Price 2s. 

+ Sold by Cadell and Davies, In the Strand^ 
T^kejd, 

parents^ 
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parents, or to be read to them, its be- 
Mefits might be very extenfive. But on 
the fubjeft of inftruding fervants I feci 
myfelf under fome reftraint^ for I can- 
not defcribe the method which I hav(^ 
fiiccefsfully purfued without faying 
more of my own books than I wifb 
to do. , 

After all the good infirudion that 
may be given, nothing can fix the prin- 
ciples of religion in th^e mind, but the 
frequent ufe of the means of Grace, 
amongft which the Sacrament of the 
Holy Commuymn is particularly effica- 
cious. If, therefore, we would have 
good religious fervants, let us endea- 
vour to bring them to the Lord's 
Table. Thofe young perfons who 
have been properly educated will be 
defirous of partaking of its ineilimable 
benefits, and others who have not re- 
ceived the like early^ impreffion may he 
infpired with the defire by exhortatiou 
aaid example* But before fervants in 
c 3 general^ 
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general, even in private families, can- 
enjoy this advantage in refpeft to the 
great duty I am now recommending, 
certain obftacles muft be removed which 
are at prefent very frequently iu the 
way.—r-I mean thofe falfe opinions and 
needlefe apprehenfians which many peo- 
ple in the fuperior ranks of life unhap* 
pily imbibe in thieh' early years, con- 
cerning the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper- What they hare never known 
their parents to do before them, fome 
p^ibn^ are apt to think is not neceffary 
to be done by themfelveSy and by this 
means otte of the Holy Ordinances of 
the dhine Author of our Religion is ne- 
glefted from generation to generation. 
Others from readingbooks written in too 
high a ftrain of piety for ordinary Chrif- 
tians, conceive an idea that it is reqif itite 
to retire from the bufy fcenes of life, and 
ipend a whole week in extraordiiiary and 
rapturotis devotion, for y^hieh they have 
neither leifuie nor temperature of mind^ 
' * before 
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before they prefume to eat of that bread 
and drink of that cup ; and tliey are 
alanned with the fear that after all their 
endeavours they fliall fall fhort of the 
neceffary preparation, and inftead of 
obtaining pardon and peace, fhall per- 
haps eat and drink their awn damnation. 
It would be eafy to produce argutnentsr 
to confute thejle erroneous opinions^ 
and filence thefe ill-founded apprehen- 
fion&; but as this has beeii done re« 
peatedly by the lieainedy it will be fuf- 
ftcient for me to requeft fuch of my 
readersi, as may have been kept from? 
the Sacrament by the caufes above 
mentioned^ to conikler wth atten-^ 
tion the laft anfwer in the Church. 
Catechifin, which defcribes, in a few 
plain words, all the preparation that is- 
required for recewing it worthily ; and 
fliould any doubts remain, they may bo 
lemoved by reading the wgrk of fomei 
pious author who has written upon the 
fiUye^t. But let not any one who bears; 
^4 the* 
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the name of Chriftian, who has been re- 
ceived into the Chriftian Church by 
the Holy Sacrament of Baptism, turn 
his back upon that of the Lord's 
Supper, which is equally nectfjary for 
Sahmtmi to all who have the poflibility 
of receiving it. It is indeed furprixing 
that the words of our blefled Redeemer, 
•* Do this in remembrance cfme, " Ihould 
ever lofe their effeft upon thofe who 
jread the Scriptures, and M^ho, in their 
general condu^ conform their lives to 
his precepts : Yet many Chriftians who 
would faithfully fiilfil the dying requeft 
of a departed friend, from motives of 
afFe6lion, are unmindful of that of a 
merciful Saviour, though an inefti- 
mable bleffing is attached to the per- 
formance of it. Many who profefe 
fincerely to believe that Christ laid 
down his life for mankind, and who 
look up to him for falvation, negle6l to 
confefs him before men in his awn ap- 
pointed way — in the o^nly nay in fliort 

by 
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by which they can particularly pay him 
public honour as their Redeemer. How 
yrill they excufe themfelves for this> 
when he ihall come in the clouds with 
all his Holy Angels ? 
. Another means of promoting good 
order and harmony is Family Prayer. 
It certainly is a duty incumbent upon 
heads of families to colle6l the members 
of their houfcholds daily; to join toge- 
ther with one heart and one voice, in 
offering up petitions, interccffions, and 
thankfgivings to the Giver of all good 
things ;. and the fear of being ranked 
with enthufiafts ihould not be fufFered 
to operate to the negle6l; of it. Houfe- 
hoicj. bleffings are proipifed only to 
thofe who keep up rel^lon in their fa- 
milies — not to thofe who are afhamed 
to pay homage to the univerfal Lord. 
. Befides the conditions I have already 
mentioned as proper to be made at the 
time of hiring a fervant, with a view to 
tl^ eUabliihment of good order ia a 
c 5 femily 
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family upoti Chriftian principles, there 
is another ftipiilation (of inferior conii- 
deratidn iilcleed) which I would recom- 
meiid, relating to a praftlce w4iich hai 
a great effe6l upon the morals of the 
lower people, and which ha^ contri- 
buted as much as any circumftance 
whatever towards cheriihing that fpirit 
of infubordination which has for fonie 
time beerr difFufltig itfelf in the nation, 
1 mean the tnode of drefs which fo 
generally prevails among-ft common 
fervants of all cleTcripti^)ns. 

It is liot neceffary to ufe many wordj? 
fo prove the im*propriety of this cuf-' 
tom, or to point out the evils which it 
is calculated to |)r6duce. Every one 
wbo will give the fubjeft a few minutes 
confideration mtift perceive, that it has 
a inbft pernicious tendency both in re- 
n)e6t to fervants themfelves and their 
fuperiofs. The former are led into habits 
of e^enfe, Whidi prevent any faving of 
their Wage's ; in confequence of which 
1 , they 
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tlxey are frequently reduced to great 
diflrefs in time of fickneis^ and whei^ 
they are out of place ; and at the befl^ 
whatever be their fex^ they certainly 
carry into their cottages, when they 
form nmtrimonial connedions, ideaa 
very inconfiftent with tiiat frugality 
which their condition requires, and 
which too often lead them to live abov^ 
their circumftanceSy and to contra^ 
debts they are not able to pay. 

From motives of Charity therefore^ 
as well as from a principle of duty ta 
them in their relative capacities, head» 
of families fhould endeavour to reilrain 
the folly of fervants in this particular; 
but from viewing the fubjeft in another 
light it will appear to be the intereft of 
mailers and miilrefies of families to do 
this, for nothing is fo likely to under- 
mine the integrity of their domeftics, 
as that in&tiable defire of unfuitable 
apparel which cannot always be grati* 
fied by honed means, but which it is to 
c 6 bo 
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be feared, leads often to cheating and 
purloining— at leaft the affuming the 
drefe of a fuperior condition engenders 
in vulgar and ignorant minds an idea 
of equality^ which fets them above 
themfelves, and produces impertinence 
and infolence towards their fuperiors. 
This may be particularly obferved in 
moft of the London footmen — differ- 
ience in appearance from thofe of for- 
mer times has made a gTcat change in 
their manners. Nor is the obfervation 
to be confined to men Jhroants, it is 
equally applicable to female ones. The 
Cook or the Houfemaidy attired in her 
xnuflin drefs, &c. made in the fame form 
with thofe of her miftrcfs, will fcaixely 
condefcend to receive a commandy much 
lefs a reproof from her ; but having 
^^one what fl>e herfelf conceives to be 
her proper bufmefe, and in her own 
way, flie gives Warning * the firft time 
any fault is fouiid with her, leaves her 
place, and without any regard to prin- 
ciple 
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ciple or fafety; feeks a fituation in fome 
feiiiily where extravagance prevails 
throughout, and where the vanity of 
the miftrefs will authorize and approve 
the indulgence of her own in the ex- 
treme. — Here, however, ihe (lays only 
till foroe trifle or other comes acro& 
her inclinations, or flie gives offence to 
her miftrefs, when ihe goes forth again 
in fearch of another place, and con- 
tinues this foolifh career till ihe lofes 
her. chamder. In the. meanwhile by 
mixing with profligate companions^ and 
Mvingbad examples continually before 
her eyes, in the condud of her fuperi- 
ors, £he becomes gradually corrupted, 
and if the allurement of finery is he.ld 
out, fhe falls an eafy prey to the vile 
feducer—is abandoned by him — t^l^es 
her ftation with other deluded females 
as the decoyer of uriwary youth — and 
at length ends her miferable days in 
infamy. 

That 
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That this replantation of the fatal 
confequences of the xmniiy of drefs i» 
not an exaggerated one, I may appeal 
to the calculation made by a refpe6lable 
writer whofe authority I have already 
quoted*, according to which, the 
number of unhappy females who infeft 
the ftreets of London, including all 
parts of the town, amounts to 20,000 ; 
and of fei'valits out of place 10,000: 
amongft tht former may probably be 
reckoned not only many of thofe wb6 
have lived as fervants in London, but 
alfo many a thoughtlefs girl whom 
vanity, and a third for amufement^ 
tempted to leave, her native village, 
but who after having been the daily 
attendant of the regifter office without 
fuccefs,* till the means of fupport were 
exhaufted, was driven to feek, in the 

> • . * 

* Patrick Colqiihourt, Efq. See his Treatife 
oo the .Police of the Metropolis. 

haunts 
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haunts of wickednefs, a refuge from 
penuty and famine. 

Surely, then, it is incumbent upon 
every womany for the fake of that virtue 
wjiich is the ornament of her fex, as 
well as for the prefervation of uncor- 
jrupted innocence from miferies beyond 
conception, to exert all the influence 
and authority flie poffeffes in order to 
fupprefs^a practice of fo fatal a ten-* 
dency. Nor will it be found fo diffi* 
cult to check the prevailing rage fof 
dreis, in fome degree at leaft, as may 
be imagined. Young fervants, taken 
from fchools, may eafily be reftrained 
from indulging it ; and if others find 
they cannot get hired into the fervice$ 
they fcek after, without engaging to 
flrefs according to the pleafure of thei^ 
miftreffes, they will comply foOner thail 
remain out of place* Befides, I ant 
convinced that there are ftill fervant^ 
to be found who will be glad to direfi 
in a plain way, provided they can do 

it 
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it without expofing themfelves to the 
ridicule of their affiliates : aad whe» 
once a fet of plain dreffing fervants is 
collefted, they may be encouraged to 
p^rfeverance by feafonable commenda- 
tion, and by fetting before tliem occa- 
fionally, the advantages to be derived 
from moderating their defires after 
things that are improper for their con- 
dition. But (in thefe extraordinary 
times, efpecially) care muft be taken 
not to give reproof upon the article of 
drefs with that feverity of cenfure which 
may be conftrued by evil minded peo- 
ple, as proceeding from a defire to tread 
down the poor. Servants in reputable 
places cannot reafonably be expefted 
to keep to the very plain and homely 
drefs of former days, when the good 
Jioufe\vife,. at the head; of the family^ 
was . reckoned fine in her grogram 
gown ; they ibould be allowed to drefs 
ia proportion to the cliange of cui\oms^ 
and the encreafe of wages. And even 

thofe, 
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tliofe, who, till they go to fervice, have: 
had no better garment than the uni- 
form of the Charity School, ihould, on 
their going into refpeftable families, be 
permitted to drefs a little above their 
former condition. The callico gown 
and its fuitable appendages may now 
take place of the /irge or tht4:ambl€t 
for the Sunday drels ; but it were much 
to be wilhed Xh?Xjii^s were as hereto* 
fore the every-day drefs of common 
maid fervants, and that the fcarlet or 
t)ie duffel cloak might be their defence 
againfl the cold of the winter. 

It will be faid. that the inclination 
which is obfervable in the female fex 
for adorning the perfon, will operate 
againft the reftoration of thefe anti- 
quated cuftomsi, I am of opinion that 
this propeufity (which is allowable, nay 
laudable to a certain degree) may be 
made uft of as the means for accom* 
plifliing the defired end. Certain it i^ 
that a perfon qf low condition and un- 

poliihcd 
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polifhed manners appears to the gieatcd 
.advantage in the plained drefs, and if 
the example of fome fervant in a fimi- 
lar fituation who dreffcs with propriety, 
and is refpe6led by her fuperiors for 
doing fo,^ could be produced and con- 
trailed with that of another who ex- 
cites general dcrifion by her fboliib at- 
«2mpt to follow the faihions, it would 
have a powerful cflfeft- Or if a neigh- 
bourhood will not afford fuch an ex- 
ample, a well drfpofed fei^ant might 
be induced by good advice to fet it> 
elj^ecially if a prefent of si gown, ap-*^ 
proved by the imflref&, were ackled to 
give force to argument. 

Among thefe arguments, the duty of 
ohikvv'mg moderation in all things, and 
fubduing vanity , ibould never be omit- 
fed. But to little purpofe will every 
other means be ufed, if tlie example of 
Ladies of tht family be wanting, which 
would not be the cafe fo frequently as{ 
it j^ \^roukl thofe who think it n^ceflary 

ta 
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to follow the fafliions of the world to^ 
avoid ridicule, give the fubjeft a little 
attentive confideration ; or if ladies 
led mwe retired lives, than it is the pre- 
fcnt cuftom for them to do. But fince 
the crouded affembl^ or party has taken 
place oit\\tfociable friendly vifit, even 
ill country towns and villages, tlie ex- 
^tivagance of drefs has encreafed to aa 
aftoniiliing and lamentable degree; snd. 
it has in many inftances brought much 
dderved cenfure on thoTe individuals^ 
who forgetful that the charafleriftic of 
Britifli Women is modejiy and decorum^ 
have made themfelves ridiculous, by 
adopting the imported follies of thofe 
fcandals of their fex, the courtezans of 
France. But happily for the nation^ 
the great majority of its female inhabi- 
tants difdain thofe modes of drefs, 
which are fuitable only to fuch infa- 
mousf characters as have call afide every 
feminine grace and virtue. Whilft there- 
fore I am endeavburing to point out 
. • the 
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the means, by which a race of good 
maidservants may be gradually ob- 
tained, I cannot forbear entreating 
fuch young Ladies, as kindly take a 
part in the education of poor girls^ or 
whofe parents have young maid-fer- 
vants ; in iliort, all who may be looked 
ttp to l>y their inferiors for examples, 
to have a nice regard to propriety of 
appearance in their drefs and belia- 
viour. That^nilead of being charge- 
able with the crime of leading igno- 
rance aftray, they may enjoy the de- 
lightful confcioufne& of having contri- 
buted to the reformation of the age^ 
which it is greatly in their power to do; 
for whatever be the manners of tbo^ 
youth of the higher orders, fuch will 
be thofe erf the lower, as far as tlie imi- 
tation is pra6li€able* 

As I think they may be acceptable- 
to young Ladies, wUo have affifted in 
the education of girls, and taken then\ 
into their fervice- at tlie firft eftqtblifh-: 
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merit of thar houfeliolds, I will fubjom 
in the Appendix to this Volume, fome 
Rules /w the management of Servants^ 
taken chiefly firom the M^ork of a de- 
ceafed Author, which is now out of 
print 

I fliall now proceed to another part 
of the community, on whofe principles 
.and morals, the comfort and fafety of 
the nation greatly depend, 

THE LABOURING POOR. 

Whilft people of this defcription pur- 
fue their various occupations with ho- 
nefty and fidelity toward their em- 
ployers, they may be reckoned amongft 
the moft ufeful members of the ftate, 
for their services are eflcntial in the 
greateft degree, to the comfort and 
convenience of the higher orders of 
fociety, and comnion jiiftice requires, 
that thofe who labour for others, fhould 
be fupported by them when ficknefs 
^r diftrels, renders them incapable of 

earning 
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earning a living for themfelves and 
their families. Upon this truly Chrif- 
tian principle, the fyfteni of our Poor 
Laws was founded,^ which is wifely ad- 
jufted to oblige eveiy houfekeeper to 
contribute towards the maintenance of' 
his indigent brethren ; becaufe in every 
place, forae hard-hearted people will 
always be found, over whom pity has 
no influence. 

" I would not be underflobd to infi* 
nuate, that the want of charity is 
amongft our national Jins^ for it is evi* 
dent from the great contributions th?tt 
are fpeedily railed, when any cafe rf 
extraordinary calamity^ either public 
or private, folicits -relief; and from the 
annual fubfcriptions to Hofpitals of va- 
rious kinds, that Pi#^ is a predominant 
principle in Britifh hearts: it may, in- 
deed, be confidered as a kind of AV 
tional Bank replete with benefits, on 
which thofe who are reduced by mif- 
fortune or cafualty, to e;&treme diftrefii 

may 
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^nay freely draw. But Public Chati- 
ties cannot operate univerfally; though 
tsumbers are feafonably relieved by 
Ihem, there will always remain multn 
tudes of necefiitous people, who are 
.excluded from the advantages they af- 
ford, and who, under the denomina- 
tion of Parifh Poor^ fuflfer a variety 
of diilreifes, which make equal claims 
to commiferatioQ. 

It is true, that in eveiy Parifli, great 
fums are colleded for the Poor, and, I 
doubt not, but that they are in general 
confeienticHifly expended; but it is not 
poffible in a large Parifli, for the Over- 
&es% to attend minutely to individual 
di{lre&, they are therefore obliged tp 
difcharge their trufts m a fummary 
miy, which occafions the Poor to re- 
gard them as hard-hearted and un^ 
feeling. 

Nor is the refentment of the Poor 
confined to tjie officers, it extends to 
aU the inhabitants >Qf the;,pari£b, by 

>vhom 
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whohi they conceive themfelves to be 
Begle6led; and feeling no fenfe 6f 
obligation to their fuperiors for what 
they are compelled to pay towards their . 
fupport, they often behave with'info- 
lence to them, which is conftrued into 
ingratitude, and is, of courfe, refented 
in its turn. 

The great cultivation of literature in 
this kingdom, may be confidered as 
another fource of envy and iH-will on 
one fide, and of eftrangement on the 
*other. 

Tbe higher and middle ranks arc 
fo refined, and the lower fo vulgar, 
that their very language is often as un- 
intelligible to each other, as if they 
came from difiant regions of the globe. 
Such of the Poof as have been fuffered 
to grow up in total ignorance of let- 
ters, and exclufion from civilized fo- 
ciety, frequently fall into habits of 
vice and profanenefs, which give a 
roughnefs to their chara&ers, that make 

them 
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them appear to thofe whole mind's have 
been cultivated, and their manners im* 
proved by education, little better than 
favages and barbarians, with whoiii any 
familiar intercouiie would be degrad- 
ing and unbecoming, if not dangerous. 
Unhappily for the Poor, numbers of 
them fall into the fcandalous pradlice 
of drinking fpirituous liquors, and 
bring an odium Upon the whole clafi ; 
for ajf drunkennefs certainly leads 
beggary and wretchednefs, many'per- 
fons who will not give themfelves the 
trouble of examining into things, haf- 
tily conclude, that rags and wretched- 
nefs are infallible indications of drunk- 
ennefs ; and through this illiberal pre- 
judice, many a dderving objefl:, who 
might be rendered happy with a little 
affiftance, is fuffered to languilh in 
mifery. 

Kept at this mortifying diftance, by 
thofe who partake the fame common 
nature, the Poor in their turn, enter- 

VOL. \u D tain 
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tain prejudices agatnft thafe whom Pro- 
vidence has placed above them, and 
fancy that they difdain to regard them 
as fellow-creatures. When ficknefs af- 
flifts, or misfortunes opprefe them, they 
feel fevere mortification in having no 
refource for relief, but an application 
to the Parifli; and when in health, 
they are too apt to think it juftifiable 
to impofe on their employers, in order 
to recompenfe to themfelves the ine- 
qualities of fortune, and to take re- 
venge upon thofe who they imagine 
overlook them through indifference, 
or regard them with fcorn and con- 
tempt. 

This is the manner in which Chrif- 
tians have long lived together in this 
divided coun try, inftead of maintaining, 
as the Divine Author of our Religion 
enjoins, a mutual interchange of good 
^fiices-^inftead of Ib-iving with one 
heart and one foul to advance the 
dory of Gop, promote tlie intereft of 

the 
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the whole body, and fpread the belief 
and pra6lice of Chriftianity through 
the land ! 

It is really a fcandal to the nation, 
to fee fuch numbers of the common 
people in extreme indigence, whik the 
plenty and riches of the land, enable 
the higfier ranks to indulge in all 
the conveniencies and luxuries of life. 

Every Parifli is a large family, and it 
l)ehoves the heads of it to fee that each 
individual in it, lias food and raiment^ 
Of the means of procuring them at 
leaft ; and that ptovifion is made for 
their inftru^o^ in fttcb tilings ba eon- 
cern tfaeii' temporal and fpiritual in- 
terefts.. 

£bt I know it will be {kid, thsft th<^e 
who wifli to live in peace with their 
nefghboui^, are often difconragtd fi^6«i 
attending to fa^t^diM ailuirs by the 
difptites and diikgreement,- which tioo 
-frequently take pl^ce at general Vcf- 
triesr Tbefe mightbeokbviait^d by the 
"^^ p2 adoption 
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adoption of a regular Plan. It is there- 
fore much to be wiflied, that every Pa- 
rifh fliould have a feled: Committee^ 
cpnfiftiug of fuch of the inhabitants as 
are moft at leifure to attend to the 
Poor; and that Gentlemen of inde- 
pendant fortunes would difcharge the 
offices of Overfeers and Church- wardens 
perfonallyj inftead of a6ling by deputies, 
or throwing the whole weight of Paro- 
chial affairs on men of bufmefs, who 
cannot give full attention to them 
without injury to their own families, 
though they might greatly affift by 
their united e^deavwrs, under proper 
regulations ; nor would the fervices of 
JVomen^ found unimportant in Paro- 
chial matters, were they direfted to 
fuch objefts as require a particular 
knowledge of domeftic and fen\ily con- 
cerns — I can couQfcive a Parilh fo regu- 
lated that every member of it, except- 
ing the very young, and the very indi- 
gent, Ihould Contribute to the, comfort 

Of 
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' of the whole, without occafioning much 
trouble to individuals, or overturning 
the prefent fyftem of poor laws ; and 
my idea is confirmed by experiments 
now in operation, in fome of which 
Ladies take a veiy aftive part. But 
before I produce any examples of what 
is actually doing for the amendment 
and comfort of the poor at the prefent 
time, I fhall entreat Ladies to read ia 
the Appendix The Preliminary Addrefs 
to thefrji volume of the Reports of the 
Society for bettering the Condition of 
the Poor. 



The powerful call which is made in 
the Preliminary Addrefs (which I now 
fuppofe my readers to be acquainted 
with) upon the higher orders of the 
community to attend to the welfare 
and condu6t of millions who are at pre- 
fent fuffering all the miferies of indi- 
gence, will farely awaken the tender 
fenfibilities of every female heart, and 
difpofe Ladies to give their ready and 
D 3 cheerful 
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cheerful aid towards the execution of 
thofe charitable plans which may al- 
ready be fet on foot in their refpe6live 
neighbourhoods ; or to promote the 
eilabliihment of fimilar inftitutioos 
where they do not at prefcnt exift ; 
since every argument employed by 
thefe powerful advocates for the poor 
is at lead equally applicable to the^b- 
malt ftx, and in many inflances pecup- 
liarly lb, becaufe (as I have before ob* 
ferved) there arefome offices of charity 
which women alone can perform. 

Parish Relief was for a long time 
efteemed a concern with which wopien 
had no bufinefs, and the fame notion 
ftill prevails in moft places. So far as 
relates to the attendance at Veftries and 
colle6ling the affeffments it certainly is 
fo ; but the idea which I have long 
entertained, that it is very .prejudicial 
to the interefts of moraTify and religion, 
as well as produ6live- of encreafe'd^ex'- 
pence to parifhes, to fend the potor* m- 
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difcriminately to workhoufes and in* 
corporated houfes of induftryi i% to 
ray ioexpreffible fatisfa£Hon, cotfirnkd 
by, the Reports of the Society, for we 
may now hope to fee a better mode of 
parochial relief eftabliflied by degrees 
throughout the kingdom, and every 
induftrious labourer and his wife made 
comfortable under their own humble 
roof with their children around them, 
mftebd of being ibrced from all their 
littte domeftic enjoyments into the fo* 
^ety of the profligUte 9md profane. I 
bave not a doubt in my miiMi but l^at 
the oUiging the podr, on their appU* 
cation for temporary relief^ to go into 
wwkliiot^^ ha^ bedn a principal cause 
oi their corruption : but it i$ ueedle& 
for me to expatiate upon d fuJk^edi; 
which bfcs been fo fully handled by 
abler pens \ \ fliall therefore, no% io 

♦ See the Reports of the Society^ for hettserinj 
the condition of tlie Poor. 

Dl 4 pur- 
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t 

purfuance of my prefcrlbed plan, refer 
npiy readers to the Appendix for a paper 
on the Comforts of the Poor, with which 
my own fentiments perfe6lly accord. 



After reading in the extraO; I have 
referred to fuch incontrovertible argu- 
ments in favour of relieving the Poor 
at their own houfes, I think every one 
who has a proper feeling for their indi* 
gent fellow-creatures, would wifli to 
prevent their being driven from them 
ifpoffible. But when the workhoufe 
fyilem is adhered to, women might jbe 
very ferviceable, by vifiting them. I 
recoUeft an inftance of a farmer's wife, . 
who, by affifling her hufband in the 
executibn of his office as overfeer^ 
made a happy reform in a workhoufe. 
The Poor were in a moft deplorable 
condition when he entered on this 
office, ill fed, dirty, fickly, and al- 
moft naked, in confequence of their 
being failed; but were transformed 
* into 
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into a fet of wholefome, cleanly, de- 
cent looking people in the courfe of 
the year. Inllead of being idle, foF 
want of employment, they were occu- 
pied in a blanket manufaftory, which 
turned to good account, and a confi- 
derable faviug was made in the pariih 
expenditures. , 

The manner in which the /liftribu- 
tions are commonly made to out-pen- 
fioners, by collc6i;ing all the popr toge- 
ther at the veftry, or fome other place, 
^ Hated times, to receive provifions, 
clothing or money, has made impref- 
fions upon the public mind very detri- 
mental to the interefts of the deferving 
poor, who are feen to the' greateft ad- 
vantage in their own cottages, pa- 
tiently ftruggling with the evils of pO'- 
verty. To my apprehenfion an affem^ 
blage of poor people, colle6ted togcr 
ther without a regular plan in a tumul- 
tuary manner, each demanding^ or at 
leaft expefting as their right a loaf of 
D 5 bread. 
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bread, or a bufliel of coals, &c. lis the 
next thing to vl Jeditious meetingj and ia 
times like the prelentthey fliould be pre** 
vented. On thefe occafions more poor 
people apply than can poffibly be ferved, 
fome of courfe muft go awtty difap- 
pointed, and o^thers mHtU probably re- 
turn to their homes murmuring and 
diflatisfied at having been- obliged to 
IcufBe for feveral hours, in oi-der to 
obtain what will fcarcely pay them fof 
their lofs of time, whilft others go off 
triumphing in the fuccefe of their fu- 
perior ftrength ami relblution. In this 
temper of mind the Poor are refpec- 
tively prepared to receive any impreA 
lions agaihft people 'in power, from th« 
overfeers of the parifli up t© the king 
himfdf, and the enemy will not let flip 
fuch occafions of entrreafihg the difcon- 
tent by inveftlyes againft the govern- 
ment. Irritated by the abtife they re- 
reive whilft they '^re taking fuch extra-^ . 
ordinary trouble, no woncler-tliat over-^ 

^feer&. 
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fibers ihould regard the poor as their 
tormentors; for their office is indeed 
a very unpleafant oae; nor can the 
evil be efFeftually remedied by the oc- 
ca/tonal q/fijiance of the different inha- 
bitants who attend at veftry meetings^ 
without an arrangement which would 
enable every one to know his owa -pro- 
per bufineik By means of fuch ar* 
Tangements the diftribution of provi-^ 
fions for the relief of the poor, accor- 
ding to the new aA of parliament, is; 
happily conduced in many pariihes by 
committeesof Gentlemen, yet I cannot 
help thinking that the affiftance of La- 
dies would confiderably leflen their 
trouble, and extend the benefit. In cob^ 
firmatioti of this opinion, I am happy in 
being able to appeal to my Oracle of 
charitable inftitutions^ The Reports of 
the Society, for bettering the Condition of 
the Poory from whence the following 
extra^ is taken ; to which, for the ho- 
uour of my fex, as well as on account 
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of its being fo fuitable to my prefent 
purpofe, I cannot forbear giving a 
confpicuous place in my Addrefs to 
Ladies. 

THE CLAPHAM SOCIETY. 

*^ A Society for bettering the Coa- 
dition of the Poor at Clapham, was 
eflabli£hed in tliat opuleBt and refpec* 
table parifhi in February 1799. It 
confifts both of Ladies and Gentlemen^ 
willing to take an a6iive part in pro- 
moting the welfare of the poor. The 
ol^efls of this Society are the di{cmtr%f 
andrelkfof real diftrefsy the qfijling 
and rewarding of honiejt indufiry^ the 
deteQion of fraud and impq/iure, the 
di/couragement qfidlene/i and xiccy and 
the emplojfment of children at an earhf 
age, fo as to improve both the condition 
and morals of the Poor. 

*' The members of the Society meet 
at each other's houfes, in the winter^ 

onet 
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one evening in the month, and in the 
fummer once in two months, for the 
purpofe of converfation or communi- 
cation on the preceding fubjefts. They 
have divided the parifli of Clapham 
into eight diftri6ls, and have appointed 
four or more Ladies and Gentlemen as 
vifitors in each diftrift. The duty of 
the vifitors is to inform themfelves of 
the circum/iances and charaBer of every 
poor perfon within their difiridi; ; and 
to meet for the purpofe of afting in 
concert, and of becoming nwMre ac- 
quainted with the real ftate of the poor; 
fo as to report at the general meeting 
every peculiar cafe of diftrefs, with 
ihtxv opinion, as to the means of im* 
proving the condu£l, and bettering the 
coadition, of the obje^b of their atten- 
tion. A journal was agreed, to be kept 
of the obfervations of the ibciety, and 
of the efFe6b produced by its labours ; 
and a correfpondence has been opened 
with the officers of the pariih; fo as to 

form 
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form a channel for the mutual com- 
munication of intelligence. 

^^ The firft aft of the fociety was ta 
draw out an accurate lift of all the poor 
ki the pariih ; diftinguifhing each in«^ 
dividual's refpeftive occupation, family,, 
fefidence, and place of fettlement — 
From this account two diftin6fc lifts^ 
have been made out ; — one in the or- 
der of refidence — ^the other in alphabe- 
tical order; and a lift of the allow* 
ances granted by the parifh has beea 
obtained of the overfecrs. The total 
amount of poor was found to be, in- 
cluding 572 children^ 1207 perfons. 

" For each diftrift a Lady was ap- 
pointed, whofe office it was t;o. keep» 
the accounts of the diftri6l, and to call; 
n^etings of the vifitors ; no victor hav^ 
ing a power (except in cafes of emer- 
gency) to give any material relief, but 
what fliall be dire^fted at ^diftrift meet- 
ing. Their accounts are paffed at the 
general meeting. The meai&jre of fub- 

divid- 
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dividing the diftrifts among the vifi- 
tors was foon adopted, in forae inftancea 
with good effeft- 

** The re6lor, with the concurrence 
of the churchwardens and veftry, added 
the facran>ent-nioney, about c£. 100 a*, 
year, to the fVinds 6f the fociety. 

" In cafe of application fot relief^ it 
was recommefhded to the vifitors to» 
take the opportunity of gaining infor-^ 
matiOn refpefting the charafter of the* 
perfon applying ; «f^ to regtdar attend-^ 
tmci on public %k)rjhip, the care and 
Jfcliooling of their cbitdren, and the in^ 
dufiry and earmtigs ofeoery part of the 
familjf. • This^^ information is ufeful to^ 
direct b^b the fta^td and quantity of 
leiief, ib^astd artfiftand eiH^ourage both 
viftue atod ihtFAftpy*** \ 

*'* In cdfe (if dtt{)r ?ftfe6Kous diforder,: 
the treafuitli is dirfei6ted to fcbnfult witH 
the' medicaP getttl^men of the fociety 
eonC€*fnihg thfe "moft feffeAiial means 
©f preventing* thie dangei- of communis 

, cation ;. 
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cation ; and he has authority immedi-r. 
ately to take the neceffary fteps, at the 
expenfe of the fociety. Of the bene- 
fit of this regulation feveral inftances 
have appeared in flopping the progrefe 
of fmall-pox, putrid and fcarlet fever. 

" There is hardly any thing for the 
improvement and benefit of the poor, 
that may not be adopted and eiFe6ied 
by fuch a fociety as that at Clapham. 
They came to very early refolutions to 
furniih the poor ^m/i^ with unflackecl 
liitie to white-wafli their cottages ; to 
provide lifts of the poor in the different 
diftrids ; to furnifh grown up perfons 
with fuitable employment;, and to place 
children at fchool, aa4 ftom thence to 
fervice; to eftablifh in the village a 
Friendly Society under their own care 
and patronage; to purchafe blankets 
to lend to tlie induftrious poor in win- 
ter : and that whenever a married wo* 
man fhould depofit a weekly fum in 
the hands of the vifitor to provide for 

her 
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h^r confinement, the fociety would add 
as much more to it, upon its being re- 
paid her for her lying in. 
. ** In order to provide for the fick 
poor fuch refrefliments as might be or- 
dered by the vifitors or medical atten- 
dants, the fociety engaged an agent at 
three fhillings a week. She is a middle 
aged woman, not burthened with a fa- 
mily, nor going out- to waihing for her 
livelihood; and aperfon inwhofecleani- 
linefsy ailiduity, integrity, and ikill in 
cookery, they and the poor can place 
a confidence. To her care are entruft- 
ed the ftores for the fickj confifting of 
fago, wine, oatmeal, &c. and alfo the 
materials for work. She has been fur-t 
niihed with a book of receipts for pre- 
paring refrefliments for the fick, to be 
fent by order of any of the vifitors, Ihe* 
keeping a regular account of the fame. 
It is her duty to regifter the names pf 
the nurfes and char-women in the pa- 
rifh, who are deferving of recommen- 
dation, 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



€6 OECONOMT OF CHARITY, 

dation, iu order that thofe who ^wanC 
employment may have an opportunity 
of ftating that they are unoccupied j 
and that thofe who want anurfe or 
helper in the hibuie, may know who i$ 
difengaged. It is alfo her office, upon 
reference from the vifitors, to tmke 
inquiriea refpedling the chara£ier of any 
perfen, when the vifitors do not fuc* 
ceed in procuring fktisfadoiy infonna'^ 
tion upon the fubje6L Thrto Ladiei 
of the ibcietjr undertook to purcfaaft 
for her the neceffary utenfils and florae 
to furniih her with fufficient informal 
tion and infiru£tions, and to fuperin*^ 
tend her in the execution c£ ber of** 
fice. 

'* For the defirable objefi; of forming 
early habits of induftry (there being 
already at Clapham fchools for children 
of riper age) a knitting and readings 
fchool for boys and girls under fix years^ 
of fige, was eftablifhed under the caro 
of one of the Ladies, at the requeft 

and 
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^nd . expcnfe of the focjety. An in- 
dullrk>us woDnati, who had a^coinfcHt* 
aiftte mom, adapted to. the purpoie, 
igre»d to tike any Aumber of children 
and at any ho*ir that might be thought 
proper, to; inftruift them in knitting 
and reading ; ^nd; on Sunday, to opeid 
it a» a Sunday fchool : for this and her 
£riiig, ihe was allowed five &iiling9'a 
iRreek.: The ichool was Opened at the 
ii^ginning of December laft, with fif^ 
teen iK^Sj whofe number was foon int 
creafed to twenty-one; and the monthly 
account of whoCe work already makd 
on aiticfe in the ininuies of the fo^ 
ciety;'V ' ':':''' -'v'- ^ 

** In the early part of the wintei^^ 
the fiwsiety provided blankets, to be 
numbered arid lent to the poor, under 
the following regulations. - Ift, That a 
note ihould bev given with them, ex- 
^AffittgUhe day on whieh they were 
tetit*,'*^'iid that'on whicH they were to 
be returned. 2d, ThatJ^n' account 
v.v flxould 
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ihoulcl be. kept by the fociety's agent, 
ia her ^boojcj .pf the number of each 
blanket, the perfon tp whom lent, ^d 
the tinte when lent atwl to' be iiefumecL 
5d, That the blankets lent to any poor 
family for the winter feafon ilioold be 
returned on the 1ft of May^ /clean 
wafhedi if required. . 4th, That in cafei 
.where any infe6tiQua diforder niay -liave 
prevailed in the family to which, they 
Jiftve been^leriti. a difcretionarypowerbe 
giyen to th« vifitor, to permit them to 
•be kept And, 5th, That all the blan* 
Jccts, upon bein^ returned to the fin 
<:iety, ihould be bakedi. in order to put 
rify them, before they were laid up iu 
the fociety's ftores/* ■ ' ^ • 

"A farther account of the proceed* 
ingsof the Clapham Society was given, 
March 5th, 1800, as follows; The 
vifitors have been very ad;ive in eu* 
deavouring to teach the poor to do for 
themfelves. One Lady has bought 
Spinning wheels for tlax^ and fets both 

womea 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ADDRESSED TO LADIES. 69 

women and children to work; ano- 
ther has opened a fecond fchool for 
little children, to teach them to knit ; 
a third has fet up a netting eftablifli- 
ment; a fourth has been making en- 
quiries concerning bafket work ; a fifth 
propofed to get a room in her diftrift, 
in which the children may be employed 
while the mothers go to work; or be 
taught to read while the parents are 
thereby enabled to attend church. 

*^Ata diftrid meeting, on the 8th 
of March, it was agreed to obtain, 
through the vifitors, an accurate ac- 
count of every perfon in each fubdivi- 
fion, fpecifying theit wants, faults, em- 
ployment, wages, moral character, and 
children ; and difiinguiihing their ages 
and the work that each of them can 
do. They were then to proceed to de- 
termine the important queftionin what 
way the beft and moft effedlual relief 
could be afforded them. This full 
account was. deiigned ^abafis upon 

which 
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wliich to build a ftru3;ure of real titi- 
lity. A;Collefl;ioa of ufeful Trafts was 
ordered to be provided for the V ifitors^ 
to give the Poor, according to their ue- 
fpe^ive iituations ; a^d a collection of 
the Rules was ordered to be printed for 
the.purpofe of .qirculation through tlie 
Parifh. It ^vaa hoped, that an entire 
ftop would fpon be put to begging, or 
occafional aliBS ; as work would bepra- 
vided.for all who were willing to be em-» 
ployed, and a Hepofitoiy opened ior the 
VfantsofthePoor. 

To the Account of the Society at 
Clapham> ace added in theBeports the 
following. 

. .« OBSERVATIONS.'' 

^^ It is difficuit to &y \vbsi,t may not 
be done for the Poor, or to what de* 
grxre their religious and moral habits, 
a:nd;theirdonaefiic comforts and eirjoy- 
TOcnts: naay »ot be iacreafcd by the 
foanatiom in every large Ririih. in Eng- 
land^ of Sockties likeStbat at Clap 
i ham: 
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ham : Societies which, without tlic in- 
cumbiance of an eftablifhment, give to 
the fick all the power and effeft of co- 
operation; which offer to the Poor 
every incitement to virtue and induf- 
try; and while they reUeve the dif- 
treffed and unfortunate, while they 
educate the young and comfort the 
aged, imprefs on the minds of all a 
juft fenfe of the virtue of chai*after, and 
of moral and religious habits, and ren- 
der them ufefial to themfelves and the 
community." 

** it ismo'fmall merit in the Society at 
Clapham, that it has aflforded iatisfac- 
tory evidence, that the fyftem of divid' 
ing the Poor into diftriQs^ and of there- 
by diminifliing labour hy arrahgetnent 
of attention, is applicable and practica- 
ble in every parifli in England. How- 
ever the mind may be intimidated by 
the difficulties which embarral» the at- 
tempt of an i^idividual, to rmpreve tlie 
habit^ and eucreafe the comfoits of a 

whole 
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whole parifli, or a larger diflrid ; there 
are few of our countrymen, and ftill 
fewer, I truft, of our fair countrywo- 
men, who would at any period, ihrink 
back from the duty of occafionaily vi- 
fiting their eight or ten adjoining cot- 
tages, and of attending a fociable 
monthly meeting of their friends and 
acquaintance, in order to confider how 
much their poor neighbours might be 
made more happy and virtuous in 
themfelves, and more ufeful to the 
neighbourhood. This mode of keep- 
ing down the poor rates, Of preventing 
crimes, and of encouraging honefty, 
induftry, and oeconomy, will never be 
irkfome in the detail, while it only oc- 
cupies a tedious hour, and promotes a 
pleafant fatisfa6lory monthly meeting 
of the neighbourhood. This, when di- 
refl;ed to the difcovery and relief of 
cafes of real diilrefs — to the affifting 
and rewarding of honeft induftry — ^to 
the detedion of fraud and impofture — 

to 
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to the difcouragement of idleads and 
vice — to the * employment of children 
in early habits of indiiftry — and to 
whatever has a tendency to improve 
the condition and morals of the poor 
(and thefe are the declared objeds of 
the Society at Clapham) muft, except 
in a very debafed ftate indeed, afford 
fatisfadory occupation to every human 
being ; — to the mifer, in the improve- 
ment of his property; to the fenfualift 
in enjoyment ; and to the pioiis and 
benevolent in particular, in the promo- 
tion of the virttre and happinefs of 
their fellow-creature. " 

*^ This Society is dife6led by princj- 
ples, different from thofe which too 
frequently aftuate the Overfeers of the 
Poor. The great obje6l of the Society 
is, the improvement of the Poor. They 
apply leifure, talents, information, and 
. every power which they derive from in- 
flruclion, fituation, and property, for 
the affiflancc of thofe who do not pof- 

VOL* II. £ fefs 
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fefs the fame advantages ; not with the 
petty and unliable objed of aiFording 
capricious or momentary relief; but in 
the well-founded hope of conferring 
. permanent benefit, by increafing their 
refources; by improving their princi* 
j)les ; and encouraging them in habits 
of induftry, fobriety, and frugality.'* 

** Whatever have been the advan- 
tages to the Poor, the beneficial effefts 
produced by fuch a fociety upon the 
Rich are likely to be equally great. La- 
dies who have not been accuftomed to 
inquire perfonally into theftate of their 
neceffitous neighbours, may thus be ex- 
cited to be extremely aftive in affifting 
them, and in devifing the bed methods 
iti doing them good. When the Rich 
are induced to vifit the femilies of the 
labourers, and to make the comparifon 
bjetween their own comforts and thofe 
of others, they receive from fuch occu- 
pation much mental improvement, and 

become 
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become properly grateful for their own 
benefits aad fituation in fociety/* 



How happy would it be to behold 
the opulent throughout the kingdom, 
thus dividing amongft themfelves the 
taik of diffufing comforts and bleffings 
to tlie indigent; dijiributing to every 
one according to their neceffities^ and 
the poor thankfully and gratefully re- 
ceiving their diflributions ! 

But it will be faid, that ft^ places, 
eii^edally at a diilance from the metrq- 
.|)olis, furnijfli either pecuniary means, 
^or tlie leifure neceffary for undertakings 
•of this nature. 

I am i-eady to acknowkdge, that 
great refources and leifure are required, 
for die formi^ and CKeoutiflg fuch li- 
beral plans as that at Clapham, but 
when once formed and made known, 
this might ferve as a pattern for hun- 
dreds upon a fmaller fcale, mth a little 
accommodation to local cuomnftmices, 
£ 2 and 
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and calling in the aid of fuch of the 
female fex as are acquainted with fa- 
mily management. And it is alfo ca- 
.pable of extenfion, for the Clapham So- 
<^iety itfelf was founded upon the Plan 
of an eftablifliment, by means of which, 
not a fingle Parifli only, but the whole 
populous city of Hamburgh vf2& regu 
lated. At Munich alfo, through the 
well-concerted meafures of a fingle in- 
diyidual Count RumforDj an entire 
.flop was put to beggary in one day.-— 
I ihall give in the Appendix fome ac- 
count of thefe inftitutions, which can- 
not fail of exciting a wifli in the hearts 
of all who read them, that the fame 
good Plans could be adopted in Lon- 
don, and all the Cities and Towns in 
•the Kingdom, where the poverty and 
wretchednefe which continually meet 
the eye in every ftreet, are fhocking to 
humanity, and difgraceful to the na- 
tion ; and there is reafon to hope, that 
thisn^ifli may in time be realized, for 

Plans 
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Plans have already been laid before 
the public for this purpose*, which ap- 
pear to be praftieable, and in this land 
of Philanthropy and Charity, every, 
fcheme which gives the promife of be- 
nefit to the lower orders, finds ready 
fupport. 'Should a Plan of this naturp 
take place in London, Ladies will have 
ample fcope for the exercife of their 
benevolence in thofe departments, 
which will particularly require their at- 
tention ; and Vhen the opportunity of- 
fers, there is no fear that inclination 
will be wanting. In the mean time, 
Tfiuch may be done to meliorate the 
condition of the Poor, both in London 
and other cities, and in country towns 
and villages, by the continuation and 
extenfion of thofe Plans which have 

* See one of thofe Plans under the title of a 
Plan for a Pauper Police^ in ap Efiay on theTolice 
of the Metropolis, by P. Colquhoun, Efq. lad edi- 
tion. And another in the Reports of the Society, 
by Thomas Bernard, Efq. 

E 3 already 
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already been proclu6live of fo much 
benefit— Amongft which, fuch modes 
of Cliarity as contribute to the feeding 
of the Poor in times of fcarcity, claim 
the firft confideration ; I fliall therefore 
ihew what Ladies have done in refpe^ 
to thefe eftabliiliments, ufually called 
Soup Shops, at which, various kind of 
provifions are fold to^ the Poor at re* 
duccd prices, fubfcriptions making up 
the deficiency. 

SOUP SHOPS. 

To give a minute detail of thefe- 
Shops, as public inftitutions, would lead 
me too far away from rny prefent pur* 
pofe— Thofe of London have been re* 
peatedly defcribed, and recommended 
to notice in a general way in the 
News Papers; and the Reports of the 
Society^ furnilh fufficient information- 
for thofe who wifh to know more about, 
thofe eftabliilinients ; I fhall therefore 
content myfelf with obfervmg, that 

through 
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through the benevolent exertions of 
perfons of the firft refpeftability of both, 
fexes, (fomeof them ofbigh rank) who 
have forined tliemselves into Commit- 
tees, and given perfonal attendance at 
the diftribution of provifions in dif- 
ferent parts of London, thoufands of 
poor people have been relieved, and 
ihe lives of many individuals, who were 
\n danger of periftiing with hunger, 
have probably been fuvcd. The like 
good effefiis have been produced in ma- 
nufa^uring town^ and large pariibeii 
in the country, where the example of 
the metropolis has led to the adoption 
of the Plan ; but in fome places the ex- 
periment has failed ; not from a defici- 
ency of pecuniary fupplies, but for 
want of a regular arrangement being 
previoufly made for the execution of 
it. There can be no doubt, but that 
the fame meafures as fteadily purfued, 
would produce the fame effeft in all 
j)laces, unlefs local circumftances ihould 
E 4 throw 
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throw infurmountable difficulties in the 
way ; and it can fcarcely be thought, 
that a mode of rehef praftifed with 
fuccefs, and on fo large a fcale in the 
metropolis, could not be brought into 
efFetSl in other places, upon a more li- 
mitted plan — But the determination of 
this queftion muft be left to the Gen- 
tlemen, who are the proper arbiters • 
of public affairs : I lliall therefore pro- 
duce fome examples of Ladies, who 
have exercifed their Charity, by reduc- 
ing the price of provifions to the Poor, 
with the happieft fuccefs ; and through 
the condefcending indulgence of a 
noble perfonage, who is not more dif- 
tinguiflied for her extenfive and adive 
benevolence, than for her great judg- 
ment in the diftribution of her number*- 
leis Charities. I am allowed to make 
this JFork the vehicle, for conveying 
to the public the following fcheme, 
in the execution of which, her Lady- 

fliip 
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lliip is at this time moll zealoufly en- 
gaged." 



An Account of a method adopted at 

St. Alban*Sy in the County of Hertford- 

JhirCy forfupplying the Poor with Food, 

at reduced prices in times ofjcarciti/y by 

the Countess Dowager Spencer. 

' ' As I never have found any fupply 
of food for the Poor of fo much ufe, and 
give fuch thorough fatisfaftion, as that 
which I have lately eftablifhed at this 
place, I am impatient to communicate 
it to you, as a mode which will be be- 
neficial not only in times like the pre- 
fent, but in every winter, when labour 
is fearce, and the weather fevere, at 
which times the Poor ai;e always greatly 
diftreffed. My plan is merely felling 
every week, at low Prices, Rice^ and 
very excellent Salt Beef in propor- 
tion to their Families ; the Rice at 
3d. per pound, the Beef at 4d. — ^The 
E 5 proportion 
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proportions I diftribute, are as fol- 
low : 

FirftClafs. per week. 

Large families of f zlb. of Rice, \ 
4, 5, or 6 children, 1 i| lb. of Beef. / " °^* 

Second Clafe. per week. 

• Families with ij f 1 1 lb. of Rice, 1 « , 
2, or 5 children, I i lb. of Beef. J ^ ^^' 

Third Clafs. per week, 

A man and woman, r i lb. of Rice, 1 . 

or one child, 1 | lb. of Beef. J ^ 5^' 

Fourth Clafs . per wed:. 

" The above is what it cofts the 
Poor, but to engage people to fub- 
fcribe, (as I could not fupply the whole 
myfelf) I have made out a Plan, by 
which Subfcribers may have tickets at 
2d. a pound for the Rice, and 2d. a 
pound for the Beef; thus if any Sub- 
fcriber wifhes to aflift any poor perfon, 
it will coft them as follows : 

Fira 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ADDRESSED TO LADIES. 83 

ift Clafs. pcrw. 6w. i2w. i8w. 
2lb. of Rice 4d. \ , ^j 

2d Clafs. 
i|lb. of Rice sd. \ , 
lib. of Beef Id./ ^'^^ ^''^^' ^•- 7«-"- 

3 Clafs. 

lib. of Rice 2d. -I . .. 

ilb. of Beef Id. / 3^- "•^^- 3». 4s. 6d. 

4 Clafs. 

Jib. of Rice id. -| ^ 

Mb. of Beef Id. ; '^- "• ^- "• 3». od- 

** I do not know whether I have 
made this account clear, but if I have 
you will underftand what families each 
fubfcriber may have tickets for accord- 
ing to their fubfcriptions. We have 
fixed upon eighteen weeks, flopping a 
couple of weeks between each fix 
weeks : this, I think, will anfwer die 
purpofe of fhewing the poor the advan- 
tages they will derive from this fupply, 
and prevent their growing tired of it ;, 
E 6 ^nd 
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and it will likewife prolong the tim^, 
till hay harveft will fqrnifli them all 
'With employment, and many vegetables 
will be coming in. 

** I pay a woman at the rate of a 
farthing a pound for meafuring out 
the rice, and a halfpenny a pound for 
cutting and weighing of the beef If 
I had been provident, and had bought 
the rice cheap, the expenfe would have 
been fmall; as it is I am a lofev of 
about a penny in the pound, when the 
fubfcribers have paid their twopence, 
and the poor their threepence; but 
that regards myfelf only. There [s 
likewife a lofs on the beef, from the . 
bones, but of thele Ibup is made, whicb 
might be fold to make up that lols ; 
but I have private reafons for not do- 
ing it here. 

" As there ^wre between eight and 

nine hundred families in this town and 

its environs to relieve, it was neceflary 

to avoid confufion, that they fhould 

1 come 
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come on Hated days. The firft clafs 
was therefore appointed for Monday,^ 
the fecond for Tuefday, the third for 
Wednefday, the fourth for Thurfday. 
And as the requeft for thefe tickets has 
extended to five, fix, and feven miles 
diflance (all which demands cannot be 
aufwered) I generally give the poor 
people who have come fo far, an oc- 
cafional ticket for that one day only, 
that they may not be quite difap- 
pointed. 

*^ I muft obferve, that befides the 
cxpreffions of thankfulnefs from all 
without exception, who have been par- 
takers of the charity, feveral women 
have been to tell me, that the excel- 
lence of the food has reftored health 
and ftrength to their families. One 
woman yefterday told me that fhe and 
her hufband had been, from mere po- 
verty, reduced to fo low and weak a 
fl:ate! as to be fcarcely able to earn any 
thing, but the continuance of this 

food, 
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food, for many weeks together, had 
quite fet them up again. 

** It has made me fo happy to be 
able to lighten the diftreffes of the poor 
at fuch a time as this, that I am anxi- 
ous to extend the plan as much as I- 
can, as it is certainly lefs expenfive to 
the donor, and more acceptable to the 
receiver than any I have ever before 
experienced. — If any one was to give 
a large family half a guinea, or a poor 
widow three fliillings, one flioujd not 
be iurprized at hearing that in lefs than 
at menth the money was gone ; while 
the fame fum by this means will, from 
the middle of January, to the middle 
of June, furnifli a good nourifliin^ 
meal to a whole family once a week." 

Holywell Houfe^ 
Feb. I6th 1801. 

Since I was honoured with the above 
communication, 1 have been informed 
that the paufe of two ueeks has had a 

great 
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great effe6i;, and made the poor more 
eager than ever for the fupply, which 
proves that the meafure b a moft judi- 
cious one ; for the poor are very apt 
to regard a benefit which is long con- 
tinued as a thing they have a right to 
expeft, and even to fancy that they 
can do Avithout the aid that is afforded 
them ; and in the prefent inflance they 
will be no lofers in the end by a ihort 
fufpenfion, fince they will enjoy the 
benefit of the diftribution for the fame 
number of weeks, as they would do 
were there no intermiflions ; and they 
will be recompenfed for the occafional 
want of it, by the fupply being carried 
on to the feafon, when their own in- 
duflry may make up for the lofs of the 
benefit. 

When it is confidered that a charity^ 
which fo materially contributes to the 
relief of betwixt eight and nine hundred 
families is entirely managed by One 
Ladt, will not every Lady (after 

making 
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making allowance for the extraordi- 
nary aftivity of the noble patrpnefs of 
the poor of St. Alban's) feel herfelf 
competent to the execution of a fimi- 
lar plan, upon a fmaller fcale ? 



ExtraBsfrom an Account of a Village 
Soup Shopi at IvER, in the County of 
Bucks, by Mrs. Bernard. 

Nov. % 1797. 
' **Iii 06lober 1796, a village foup 
fliop was fet up at Iver, in the county 
of Buckingham. The perfon appoint- 
ed to keep it was the wife of Richard 
Learner, an induftrious man, who had 
loft his leg by an accident in the courfe 
of his labour; and who had, notwith- 
ftanding that difadvantage, brought up 
a large family, decently and creditably 
without parochial relief She was an 
induftrious and. notable woman, and 
had lived in a family as a kitchen . 

maid. 
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maid. She attended, by defire, feveral 
times to fee the foup made, which ihe 
afterwards took home for the ufe of her 
own family. She was then informed 
that if ihe could make the fame kind 
of foup twice a week ^luring the winter, 
it would be a benefit to her poor neigh- 
bours, and a confiderable advantage to 
herfelf ; that flie fllould be furniflied 
with the receipt, and the neceflary 
utenfils and materials to fet up her 
ihop ; which confifted of a tin pot that 
contained four gallons, and a bufliel of 
fplit peafe ; and that we would purchafe 
of her, or give orders for foup for her 
poor neijghbours, at three pence a quart; 
-befides recommending to others, to pur* 
chafe, of her fimilar tickets for other 
poor t)erfons. 

' **The advantages which this propo- 
fal held out to her, were thefe ; that the 
foup which flie fold at three pence a 
quart, ihe could make for half that 
money : that therefore if flie could get 
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by the. tickets, land by chance cufto- 
niers, a fale of only eight gallons a 
week (which was about her average) 
her profit, without interrupting any of 
her other work, would be very little 
lefs than four fhillings a week ; befides- 
the comfort, of which ilie ieemed fully 
to feel the benefit, of being in a cook's 
iliop. 

** What happened in the prefent cafe 
is what will hardly ever fail to happen 
in fiuvrfar cafes : there were very few 
poor families in the parifb, but what' 
placed on fonie lift or other received a 
good meal to take home twice or of^ 
tener each week to their boufest The 
following is a copy of the memoran* 
dum made for the fubfcribers. 

** The peafe foup to be continued 
twice a week, from the 1 2th of Novem- 
ber to the 1 2th of May. Every fub- 
fcriber, of one fliilling per week, may- 
recommend four perfons or families, 
who ihall each be entitled to a quart 

of 
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of foup • a week, and fo in proportion 
whether more or lefs; or may direA 
the diftribution of the like quantity of 
four quarts, as they fliall think fit. 

** N. B. The foup may be purchafed, 
or ordered for any poor family, at three 
pence a quart, or three half pence a 
pint. 

*' The misfortune of common alms 
is too frequentlj' the increafe of vice or 
beggary. In the prefent inftance, 
every thing that wtis given went fub- 
ftuntially to the fupport and maintaai- 
ance of the perfons for whom it was 
intended, and befides this, one deferv- 
ifig woman received a very comfort- 
able addition to her means offubfift- 
ence * 

^* What is here ftated may be ef- 
fcfted with very little trouble and ex- 

* This foup was made by one of the receipts 
for cheap food, which have been put in circulation 
in printed papers, by the fociety. 

penfe 
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92 OECONOMY OF CHARITT, 

penfe in any village in England; and 
nothing appears fo likely to fliew the 
poor their true comfort and intereft, in 
the ufe of the food which Providence 
has bcftowed upon them, as the intro- 
duction of thefe foup fliops in every 
part of the kingdom. 

*'The only caution which I need 
offer on the fubje6t is, that fome atten- 
tion fliould be occafionally paid to the 
perfon who makes the foup ; for though 
with a little care it is very good, yet if 
neglected, if it is not boiled very gently 
and long enough^ or if the materials are 
not good, it will fcarce be worth hav- 
ing. If the perfon knows that the 
continuance in her appointment, de- / 
pends on her giving fatisfaftion, flie^ 
will be defirous and pretty certain of 
doing well * One of the benefits at- 
tending the introduftioli of thefe foup 

* See in the Appendix, foup cheaply fupflkd in the 
cwntry, ' 

fliops. 
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ihop^ will be the gradual prevalence of 
a better fyftem of diet among the 



poor* 



The following mode of furnifhing 
the poor with foup is o^ female incen- 
tion, and may be eafily put in practice 
in fmall villages or hamlets, where the 
poor are not numerous. It is this — 
for the Ladies of the place to agree 
amongft themfelves to give foup (or 
any other provifions they may think 
proper) to their poor neighbours dur- 
ing the winter, in rotation every day 
in the week, till they have all ddne it, 
and then the firft to begin again. Sup- 
pofingthis plan to be followed by four- 
teen families, the turn of each, perfoa 
would be only once a fortnight ; nor 
-would t^he trouble be great, if the poor 
were previoufly fupplied with tickets 

* Forfartlier ©bfervations, fee Appendix Iver 
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94 OECONOMir OF CHARITY, 

to prevent impofture or intrufion, and 
the hour of diftribution punftu^ly 
fixed. 

SUPPLY OF MILK. 

Amongft the diftreffes of the poor, 
in refpe6l to provifions, may be num- 
bered the great difficulty of obtaining 
milk for their children, and to this may 
chiefly be attributed the ill health of 
numben^ of infants, who at the time 
nature requires the ufe of this nutii- 
ment, live chiefly upon tea\ for in 
towns milk is fold fo dear that the poor 
cannot purchaie it, and even in villages, 
. furrounded with large farms, this arti- 
cle is frequently not to be obtained in 
fufficient quantity to remedy the evil ; 
for agriculture, and feeding cattle and 
iheep, having become the principal 
concern of opulent farmers, dairies are 
chiefly confined to the fupply of their 
own families, and they keep no more 
cows than will fumiib cream and but- 

;. tcr 

8 
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ADDRESSED TO LADIES. 95 

ter for their tables, and fkimmed milk 
for fatting their calves and pigs. 

Mothers of families who are in cir- 
cumilances which enable them to feed 
their infants according to their wifhes, 
and who fee their blooming offspring 
growing up in health and vigour, cannot 
furely obferve, without the utmofl com- 
miferation, the fuffcrings of the infant 
poor, efpecially in places where they 
are not only ill fed, but excluded from 
the benefit of frefli air, which, in the 
country, counterafts in fome meafure 
the mifchief of unwholcfome food. — 
The tender parent who is miftrefe of a. 
cow mil, doubtlefs, beflo w the fuperabun- 
• dance of its produce upon her poor 
neighbours, that they alfo may rejoice 
in the increafing flrength and health 
of the dear obge^ of maternal affec- 
tion. A more valuable gift her charity 
can fcarcely difpenfe, and doubly ac- 
ceptable may it be made by the addi- 
tii)n of a little rice^ by means of which 

the 
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the tempting dainty of a nice pudd'uig 
may fmoke upon the poor man's table, 
and give delight to a whole circle of 
innocent little creatures, who would 
othefwife make their fcanty .dinner 
upon a mprfel of bread ! Where nar- 
row ciix:umftances do not make thrift 
neceffary, it is a cruel robbery of the 
infknt poor to caft fkimmed miHc to 

the pigs. 

But fmlll parcels of pafture land are 
become fo rare, through the monopoly 
of farms, that it is difficult often in 
rural fituations, for houfekeepers to 
hh'e or purchafe a field for - keeping a 
cow. In this cafe there is no other 
way of fupplying the poor but by fub- 
fcriptions for the purchafe of either 7ieiv 
or fkimmed milk. Plans of this fort 
have been executed with fuccefe^ as 
appears from a paper in the Society's 
Reports^ from a reverend author who 
lias beeii ably and pioufly employed in 
.dnftriifting the higher mn^s of b9tii 
:. * . fexes 
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fexes in their re/peQiw duties^ and 
who, in his own moft exemplary fife, * 
teaches the pra^ice of every virtue he 
recommends to his own fex*. ' " 

Another evil, feverely felt fay 'the» 
Poor, is, . . 

THE WANT OF CONVENIENT HABU^ 
TATIONS. ' 

' ' ' / 
An evil, the more to be lamented,*, 
becaufe it is certainly detrimental tOi 
their fmraUj as well as to their heaitk^s 
for fo mapy people cannot be crouded 
together in one houfe, as is conmionly 
the cale in cities 4nd towns, and popu* 
loiis villages, without ibme of them, 
corrupting others, and making their- 
re%eftiv^ lodgings unwholefome, efpe* 
ciaily as little regard is paid to cleanli- 
nefs inithefe places* But while rents 
continue fo high, the different families 

* TKe Rey. Thomas Gifborne, Author of two 
excellent Works, one on the Duiks of Men, tlie 
other, on tke Duties of Women* 

VOL. li. I' which 
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which occupy the fame houfe cannot 
be feparated; and it is much to be 
viihedy that public buildings were erect- 
ed in London in different diflridis, for 
the habitations of the poorer workmen 
of all defcriptions, to be rented by them, 
under fuch proper regulations and in- 
ipe6lion as ihould exclude thieves and 
vagabonds — But this is properly a Po- 
lice bufinefsj and women, I fear, can do 
but little towards the accommodation 
of the induftrious poor, who live in 
lodgings in the metropolis : I therefore 
leave them with a hearty wifli, that 
their condition, which has already called 
forth the affiftance of the benevolent 
and bountiful to their relief in many in- 
ftances, may be rendered in time, as 
comfortable as that of perfons of their 
own clafs in fome foreign countries. 

In large towns and populous villages, 
though the poor are frequently fubje6l 
to the fame inconvenience of lodging 
as in London, they arc not wholly fo. 

Some 
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ADWIESSED TO LADIES. 55 

Some fmall houfes are to be had at eafier 
rents than in cities and their environs, 
and families, which in the latter, 
would be crouded into fingle rooms, 
may frequently, at the lame rent, have 
a douWe apartment, or a fmall tene- 
ment : yet, the rents of thefe places 
often deftroy the peace of the induf-' 
trious poor, by involving them in debt; 
and the fcarcity of cottages, even in 
what are ufually called country villages^ 
is a great hardfliip upon the village 
poor, who are often obliged to walk 
a long way to their work. 

The o\vrner of the fplendid manfion, 
m which every convenience and ac- 
eommodation is to be found even to 
luxury, ihould not think a little money 
iil-beftowed in building a few humble 
dwellings, and allowing their labourers 
a little land, were it only for the fake 
of contributing to their domeftic com- 
forts. But it is certain from repeated 
trials, that thefe indulgences not only 
f2 ' improve 
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impFaye the condkiou of the labouring^ 
poor to a furprizing degree, but they 
are alfo produ^ve of great advantages 
to the owners of eftates, and would 
contribute confiderably toward reduc- 
ing the poor rates. 

Were people of fortune to refide up- 
on their eftate* in the country, tliey 
could not but be flruck witli the mi- 
ferable appeaiance of ll|e villagers; but 
the misfortune is, that many who hayo, 
large eftates, know nothing of their 
l^ur^rs, or give thenxfelves a thought 
about them ; having beep accullomed, 
from their infancy, to live in eafe and 
plenty, they are totally unmindful of 
tl^e miferies which are endured in a 
Hate of neglefted poverty. But this 
indifference of tlic rich, to the fuflfer- 
ings of the poor, is not always; to be, 
imputed to the aflual want of hunia- 
nity. It is frequently owii^ to their 
Bot having had their fenfibility awak- 
ened in behajlf of th§ indigent They 

Have 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ADDilESSEiy TO LAD1£8. lOl 

Iiavetio idelofthe bittemefs of want 
and forrow, which thoufands of their 
* induilrious ftllow-creatures endure ; 
and they are igtiorant of the tmnf- 
ccndant deliglit which the ptirchafe 6f 
benevolence affords, or tliey would pur- 
ohafe it for therafelves, by making ttieir 
dependants happy. 

Ho^r comfdttnbly did the anceftors 
of xnit vAUgtri Hve, wheti the Induf- 
tt-idtis Ikbdut'ei' could occupy a fnug 
tenement, with a little {p6t of ground ; 
'"whtnthe faithful domeftic could Em- 
ploy the favings df himfelf ^nd his 
'^w?fe*r c^ltiVAtitt^ Of finall ifitnn ; and 
Srheu the pi^optretdr of a landed eftatd, 
"•Bttrfitt the- ihidfb of his tenants and de- 
pfttidarits, Vllt) looked up to him as a 
frieiirf and bettefa6lbr ! I will not de- 
ftrlbe- the revferfe of the piftute, as 
it Kafe* beeA 6f late years exhibited 
throughout the countiy, for let us 
,hope, th^ happy times will return, 
fince . w€ already fee Noblemen, and 
F 3 Gentiemen 
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Gentlemen of the firft* diftin6iion, 
making the comfort of the poor their 
ftudy and occupation, and inilruding 
others, by their valuable communica- 
tions, in the vaiious methods of doing 
good. 

I ihall give fome extra6ls in the Ap- 
pendix, in order to iliew, that thofe 
who poflefs large landed property, may 
provide for themfelves a fund of pleaf- 
ing refleftion, in the confcioufnefe of 
having contributed greatly to the com- 
fort of the pooii and the benefit of a 
whole neighbourhood *. 

The following furprizing inftance 
of Induftry and (Economy, refleQs 
fo much credit on my fex, and,fur- 
nifhes fo good an ea^an^ple.of the fpe* 
cies of benevolence, which I ajn de- 
firous of recommending in the ftroug- 
eft manner, that I am tempted to jpiape 
it in full view, 

* See in the Appendix, Extra^ concerning 
Cottagers renting land* and keeping Cows. 
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ExtraBfrom an Account of a Cottager's 
Family^ at Hajketon; by John JVay^ 
Efq. Nov. 6, 1798- 

" In the year 1779, a tenant of mine 
at Hafketon, in the county of SuiFolk, 
died^ leaving a widow and fourteen 
children, the eldeft of which was a girl 
under fourteen years of age. He had 
.held under me fourteen acres, of paf- 
,ture land in four enclofures, at a mode- 
rate rent of 13/. a year ; and had kept 
two cows, which, with a little furniture 
and clothing, was all the property that 
devolved upon his death to his widow 
*and children/' 

*^ Theparifh of Hafketon is within 
the diftrift of one of the incorporated 
Houfes of Induftry, one of the firft 
that, was ereded in the kingdom. Tire 
rule of the Houfe is to receive all pro- 
per objeds within the walls, but not to 
allow any thing for the out poor. The 
directors of the Houfe of Induftry, 
F 4 upon 
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uppn being made acquainted with the 
iituation of the family, immediately 
agreed to relieve the widow, by taking 
her feven younger children into the 
Houle# This was propofed to her, but 
with great agitation of mind, fhe refufed 
to part with aay of her children. She 
iaid^ file %yDukL rather die in working 
to njakitain them, or go hci-fclf with all 
of thoia into the Houfe, and there work 
for thenit: . She. thai declared that if I, 
Jber landlord^ would continue her in the 
farm, ai3 ilie called it, fhe would under* 
take to bring up all her fourteen doA- 
f^xtn AvithQut parochial affiftance/' 

*^ She perfifted in hep rdblutioni; 
»itd being a ftrong w<wnwi, about 45 
yeajs old, I told her ihe fttould conti- 
Bue the tenant, and hold it the firft 
jear . rent free. This ihe accepted 
with much thaQkfulneis ; and aifured 
me, that ihe would now manage for 
her family without any other affiflance. 
At the feme timc^ though, without har 

knowledge. 
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knowledge, I direftdd my receiver never 
to call upon her at all for her rent ; con* 
ceiving that it would be a great things 
if fhe could fupport fo large a fitmily, 
even with that indulgence.*' 

** The refult however was, that with 
the benefit of h^r two cows, aind of the 
land, (ke fe^erted herielf fo a^ to bring 
np aB her children, twelve of whom ihe 
pllkced out to fefVice, cdntinuing to pay 
her ft nt regularly of lie* own accord t^ 
iity #eceiV^fj ev»y year *fler ih^ firft. 
'She UttltA part of tlie milfc 6f^her tw6 
cowi, togeth^i* with crekm' and butter, 
^'^ty il*5^ to fell at Woodbridge, a mar- 
feet t6w*i two #>iles off, and brought 
back bread, and other neceifaries ; with 
which, and with her flcira-milk, butter- 
milk, &c. Ihe fupported her family. 
The fildelit girls, totik care of the reft, 
^hilethe mother was gone taWo6d>- 
trridg<^; 'and Ig^ -degrees, ias the^ grew 
ilp, ^t^'Ohildreii wtat into the fcrvicc 
of thjd Jueig^boiBTnig ^rmers." 
V . :.;i V 5 /^The 
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** The widow at length came and 
informed me, that all her children, ex- 
cepting the two laft, W'ere now able to 
get their own living, and that flie had 
taken up the employment of a nurfe, 
which was a lefs laborious fituation ; 
and, at the fame time, would enable 
her to provide for the two remaining 
children, who, indeed, could now al- 
moft maintain themielves. She there- 
fore gave up the land, expreffing great 
gratitude for the epjoyment of it, 
which had afforded her the means of 
fupporting her family, under a cala-r 
mity, which muft other wife hay© jdriveu 
,her and her children into ^a Work- 
houfe." 

■ r 

OBSERVATIONS. 



" This is an eictraordinary Jiift^^ 
of what maternal affedion, affiled by 
a little kindne& and encDunagement; 
Will do. To feparate the chBdcen of 
the poor from their paraits, isflequiaUy 
. . impolitic 
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impolitic and unkind. It deftroys the 
energy of the parent, and the affec- 
tions and principles of the child. Mau 
is a creature of wants. From them 
are derived all our exertions. On the 
neceffity of the infant, is founded the 
affe6tion of the mother; and an^ong 
the poor (I except thofe cafes, where 
parental affe6lion may be chilled, .«,Dd 
enfeebled by extreme depreflion of cir- 
cumilances) but generally among the 
poor, where that neceffity exifts in thp 
greateft force, natural ^fei^ioujs |/hj^ 
ftrongeft. Among the ricb^ children 
are too frequently the i\xhyd6t either of 
pride or penitence." 

" The fupplying cottagers mth oows, 
and with the means of feeding :thbm, 
will tend to diminiih title ealls'for pard*- 
chial relief ; and to render unneceffwy 
that barbarous cufiora, . of removing 
the child fr^nn its natural and moil af- 
feftionate guardians.'* .a: ? • 

F.6 . ) A: J' Tim 
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"The year's rent remitted, and the 
land confided to this poor widow^ not 
only enabfed her to Support and edu- 
cate her children at home, but was the 
means of faring the parifh Very con- 
iiderable expetioc ; as the reoeption, and 
-feeding and ctotWng of the feveh 
youflgeft children, at ^n expence of 
ha*dly iefs- tliaii feventy pounds a year, 
^ould probably have heeri followed by 
nearly an equal expcnce with the widoljr 
and the other children- Befidesthi^, 
the encouragement of induftry and 
^good man^gdment among the poor iti 
'4titit 6wA cotkges, an4 affil^ingtll^m 
in their endeavours to thrive, Will co^ 
tritxite to th« increafe of a hardy and 
ifldiiftripui race of people; knd irtll a^ 
-ford; a fupply to cmr mark^t^ of eggsl, 
batter,, poultry, and gardeh-fluff^ and 
aknroft every article of life ; tending to 
l&wer the price of provifiotis, to pr€^ 
vent monopoly, ta enmh the eoaiitrje, 
wad toake \t powcarfiil both in people 
a and 
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fcftd prodttce, to a degree beyoiid all 
oakalation." 



It may not often be in the power of 
Ladies to affift the widow and her fa- 
therlefs children by an indulgence of 
the fame nature, and of the fame exr 
tenti, as that which was befiowed by 
the benevolent owner of the Hafketon 
eftate ; but the fame end may be 
anfwered by pecuniary contributions. 
Where there are aflbciations for beUcr- 
ing the condition ^ the Poor^ fuch 
cnSss will not be overlooked; and whei:e 
there are not^ the Q^mpathetic feelings 
cf every wife and ifiother, will furely 
be atfakened in behalf of a poor wo- 
fABXkj deprived at once of a beloved 
bufband, and the means of fuf^otting 
thofe dear children, to whom flte muH 
BOW perform the pdrt of a double per- 
cent; and, I have no doubt, but that 
the Lddies of the neighbourhood len^ 

their 
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their charitable aid to the poor woman, 
whole examplary condu6i has been fo 
refpeftably recorded ; for it was fcarcely 
poffible for her to bring up her chil- 
dren, and pay her rent, with the mere 
profits of the farm ; and flie muft have 
continued a penfioner upon the bounty 
of her landlord, had fhe not had occa- 
fional help from other fources, for Ihe 
could not fupply, without expence, her 
hufband's manual labour. I fay not 
-this to leffen her merit, but with a view 
to point out the particular a6ls of be- 
nevolence, which may be acceptable to 
widows under the like circumftances, 
such as putting their children to Schoo]|^ 
and taking them into fervice at a pro- 
per age; beftowing oceafional gifts of 
clothing, which, if ready made, will be 
doubly welcome to a woman, who has 
but little leifure for the employment of 
the needle ; and there are few Ladies, 
who could not find time for the per- 
formance of an^ office, by which they 

mig^ 
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might confiderably lefien the fatigue of 
the laborious wife or widow; 

WORKING FOR THE POOR, 
Is a fpecies of Charity, which forms 
a part of the prerogative of our Sex^ 
which gives the opportunity of doin^ 
much good with httle trouble and ex- 
pence. There are nuinbers of poor 
women who are obliged to go in rags 
themfdves, and fuffer their children to 
do the fame, for want of knowing how 
to ufe the needle. When we fee a fa- 
mily in this deplorable condition, we 
are too apt to accufe the mothei* of 
Jloth and untidinefi: but let us enter 
her miferable dwelling, and hear her 
apolc^. 

, " I am alhamed to appear before 
Xiadies in this condition, but indeed I 
have not the means for making myfelf 
and my children tidy; we have no 
change of apparel, nothing in the worI<J 
t9 wear but the rags on our backs j 
... .i iny 
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triy <fcar bstbes arc obliged W Ife tiiik^d 
in that miferable ftraw bed^ Aritlioift i 
fheet or blanket to cover them, whilft I 
wafli their linen, and t am not even 
ftble td'purehafe a bit of foakf}, -My 
hufbatid labdurd hard in ftfiiim^r, bat 4 
great de^I of his ittotiey geesti) pay 
the debts coiltpa<aed iri fh€ Winter; Aiid 
before the winte# rfef lirns, h\i ea^tikigl 
iare fpent, fp that we Are obliged t* g6 
tipbh truft again, and the ihop-feeeperil 
Itilake us pay vefy deir for eveiy ffaingi 
irfy httfband has how been ontof M^vk 
foi' tbtne Weeks— we have had agteit 
deal of Tickhefe ih the family, aild hkyt 
been ftrced to pawn our clothes and 
otii- goods; I &nnot leave alV tBeft 
children, and go to ou*t-door wotk; not 
can t mend the rags we, have,- for I 
<iever had ahy learning beftbwed't>p6k 
me. , My health fe irwn oi^t with hav*- 
ing cHilidrfen fo fad, an^ (itefcliiigmj^ 
bibles Without lUffi^ient food to m>vt^ 
tifli ttMJ--lAd*d, Iftkve'Kv*d v*ry,-ve^ 
- * iiard ! 
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hard ! Nothing but a bit of bread and 
a little tea, day after day, for a month 
together ! and I hav^e no heart to fet 
^ about cleaning my i*oom, when I hear 
my poor children cr}'ing about me for 
the bread I often cannot give them, 
and am fo faint myfelf, I can hardly 
mo,ve about; fo I get my poor chil- 
dren to bed as foon as I can — give the 
baby fome Godfrey's cordial, that it 
may Bot lie awake ; and when my huf- 
band comes home, ^e go to b*d, and 
I cry rtyfelf to fleep, becaufe the tim*s 
Are lb hard. We are not pftrifliioneM, 
fo ^fe dare not compUin to the OVe#- 
ieer, left h* fliould fend us away to oifr 
own pafifh, where the Workhttufe fe 
crouded with Poor — I am fur6 I have 
wiibed a thoufand times, God forgive 
me, that I could lie down and die." , 
Such an apology might be mad^ 
with additional circumftances of diftrefe; 
by many a poor feUow-creiture, vhofe 
dirtineft renders hei* aA object of di^ 

gnft. 
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guft. Surely the Charity of Ladies 

might be moft ufefully employed in 

helping them to the comforts of clean- 

linefs, either by working for them oc- 

cafionally, or employing School of In- 

duftry girls to do it. 

But we will fuppofe a cafe not quite 

fo bad. 

A poor woman, who has been taught 

l^oth knitting and needle-work in her 
/childhood, and knows alfo how to fpin 
wool and flax, marries, and removes 
. with a family to a. diftant place, where 
her hulband can get higher wages, 
but where there is no employment for 
|K)or women, excepting in the fields 
and gardens. The man, we will fup* 
pofe, is feldom.out of work, and oX 
firft, brings home his wages, inftead of 
fpending them at the ale-houfe; but 
the expences of rent and provifions, 
demand the principal part of his earn- 
ings : his wife's talents are ufelefe — 
Ihould flie fpin, fhe knows not wher^ 

to 
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, to get her yarn manufaftured ; flie has 
nobody to recommend her to knitting 
or needle-work, and is therefore not 
able to earn any thing at heme ; and all 
kind of provifions are fo very dear, 
and rent fo high, Ihe cannot dford to 
fpend money in clothing; but flie has 
one advantage over fuch a wonian as I 
have before defcribed, in bein^ able to 
,paich and mend^ by which means ilie 
will keep her family tight, if flie can 
only manage to buy rags by th^ 
pound** Her habitual induftry, make? 
her long to be earning mpney ; flie can- 
.not bear that the whole burden fliould 
lie on her hulband; flie therefore goes 

♦ I have feen a little girl at a Sunday Schobl 
>er7 neatly dreffed, whofe gown, apron, fliift, and 
cajs were entirely loade of pieces, of wiite'and co. 
loured linen pnr^hafed in das qaanner., Thisin* 
ftance will ferve to Ihew the great utility of 
Schools for needle. work. A prefent of bits of 
linen, &c. either old or new, would be efteemed a 
treafure, by many poor women who know how to 
tunvevery fragment to life. 

forth 
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forth into the fields and gardens ttt 
work, leaving her childltn for the day, 
to the care of fome woman, who makes 
it ha' bufinefs to look after a number 
of little ones in the abfence of their 
mothers. Inftead of fitting down iti 
peace and quietnefe in her owil little 
neat apartment, ftirniunded by playftil 
innocents, fire finds in thtf Mds aritl 
gardens a fet of Companibns,*A*%fo fli6ck 
'het ears wltfi odth«, blafphtnly, and iii- 
'tleceiu^'. Her fttmd \i filW is^h i*rxl- 
'ety fbr'Iief thllrft^ns fafdy ; ffi^'ffe' ndt 
ttflbeity t6'rttli«tt'hbtne to^pie^rt^ k 
t^ft)rtab!6 idJrttitf, w even lupper tdr 
•fiei^- hirfband; Kfe hiny be' Aitit:^d, fcrr 
rtbefakc rf.a.good fire, and other ^je- 
fyf^ihnfent^ (^bich, if fbe haid fpwning 
^r knitting work to ^^ fbe coiiid pro- 
i^Ide>to-g6 t6;arr ale»lfotrfSj[ file tn^y^ 
heffelf, be preVkil^d 6n, Vheti 6ver.e6me 
,with fiitigue or f^intnefs, to drink d^ 
.{lru6);ive fpirits, and by degrees to foe a 
dram-drinker. If Hie lives:iir the vici- 
• nity 
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^lity of the npetropolis, {he becomes a 
Sabbath'breakeVy by either continuing 
her occupation, or wafliing, ironing, 
and cleaning houfe on that facred day. 
In fliort, innumerable ^vils may be the 
confequence of a poor woman's removal 
to a place, w^iere fli^ h excluded froni 
the employmenta of her early days. 
. I haye great rcafijn to believe from 
pbfervation, that many men, who,, 
when they fiyft m^rry^, are foherly in-«. 
pjl|neA» gradually become fots, from 
their wives^ working out of doors. 
. It niay be neceffaiy, and even pro-^ 
pe^, fqr wonaen and gii'ls to aifift at 
bay-ipakipg, and harveft-wprk, &c, be- 
caufe,- at . fuch tirnes, a great numbq 
pf Jii^udis are reqiiired ; and thefe em» 
ploymenta make a very agreeable va-i 
ficty to thofe who live much withi^ 
dooi-s; and, if performed by a fet oif 
neig^ibouirS, who kuQw one ai^ather^ 
^heym^y b^ carried on, ;with<)H(;y any 
ill c^eqmences. At thefe ijsalba^^ 

little 



d by Google 



118 OECONQMr OF CHARITr, 

little children may. be loked after in 
the fields by the elder ones, and it 
is ufual to allow fuch refrefhments to 
hay-makers, &c. as fuperfede any ex- 
cufe for going to an ale-hoiifc; but, I 
am confident, that the promifcuous in-» 
tercourfe of good and bad men and 
women, boys and girls, which prevails 
in the environs of London in parti- 
cular, is the caufe of many irregulari- 
ties and vices ; and ftirely there is a 
fufficient number of the other fex, to 
perform the ufual bufinefi of agricul- 
ture, fothat there is no neceffity for wo- 
men to forfake their fpinning, needle- 
work, and knitting, to work the whole 
fummer long in fields and gardens. 
But, it may be faid. What can be done 
to remedy this, if there is no fuitable 
employment to be had ? According to 
cxifting circumftances, I am at a lofi 
for an anfwer. How far it may be in 
the power of the legiflature to regulate 
the markets^ fo as to preclude the ne- 
ceffity 
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ceffity of working in the market gar- 
dens, is a queftion beyond my ability 
to difcufs; but every Chriftiau inuft 
wi/h, that the occafion for that yScn- 
legious indujiryy which is exercifed by 
many poor ignorant people, who are 
thus deprived evety way of the blejjings 
of the Sabbath, could be done away. 
While it continues, it would be a great 
aft of Charity in Ladies, to fee that 
the children of poor women, who are 
thus driven by hard neceffity from 
domeftic employment on week days, 
and to Sabbath-breaking on Sundays, 
are comfortably clothed, and looked 
after. One part of the , Plan of the 
Clapham Society is direded to this end *. 
The duty of working for the Poor, 
has of late years been pra6lifed by the 
Ladies of this country in a moil exem- 
plary manner, at London and Bath, by 
furnifhing different articles for fale, at 
RepofitorieSy and devoting the profits . 

♦ Sec page 69. 

of 
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of them to the purpofe of reHcving the 
diilreffed. And, that pofterity may 
profit by the example, it /)K>u1d be re- 
membered, that wlien our brave foldiers 
w^re in danger of fuffering from cold 
upon the continent, the Ladies of Bri- 
tain, vith their OAvn bands, and great 
expedition, provided tliem with warm 
clothing. Nor will juftice to my fex 
allow me to omit the example of the- 
Ladies of Hamburg, who, wlien the plan ' 
for a general refblrm of the poor was- 
put into operation in that city, fupplied^ 
tbepi liberally with clothing, fo that in 
a very ihort time 3903 families, who 
were in a itflk wretched condition, 
were fupplied with neceffaries *. 

But of alt poor women, thofe who are 
obligied to work hard, tHl they are 
ready to lie in, claim the compaffion o^ 
their fex. A mode of Charity, (to 

♦ Sec, in the Society's Lift> an account of the 
management of the poor at Hamburg, by the 
bifhop of Durham^ 

which 
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which it is my happhiefs to know, that 
the fiiil edition of my OEconomy of Cha-* 
rity, contributed to bring into mor« 
general ufe,) is calculated to afford this 
comfort to mothers, and their tender 
babes at the fame time* I mean, 

LYING-IN CHARITIES. 

To Ladies already engaged in plans 
of this nature, what was written, when 
this method of affifting the poor was 
confined to the private pra^ice of in- 
dividuals, may appear unneceflary ; 
but as it is not yet become univerfal; 
I fliall repeat my former obfervationsj 
in hopes of contributing farther towards 
the adoption of it. 

The pleafure which accompanies the 
performance of benevolent a6lions, al- 
moft every woman, when in health, can 
in feme meafure purchafe for her- 
felf; (even the pooreft may affift a 
neighbour) and the calls on our huma- 
nity, are more frequent than on* that 

VOL. IL G of 
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of the other fex, as there are many 
diftreffes in life, to which zve only can 
adminifler relief 

We will allow, that poor women in- 
ured to hardships, from their infancy, 
have, in general^ more ftrength than 
perfons in fuperior llations, to fupport 
the evils, which are in fome degree the 
allotted portion of all mothers ; but they 
certainly are not exempted from the 
curfe denounced on their fex — they 
feel it in its full force. In forraw^ (accu- 
mulatedforrrcnv) they bring forth chil" 
dren ! It is therefore an aft of fympa- 
thetic kindnefs, becoming all womeu 
who have ability to do it, to mitigate 
the dreadful fufferings which fall to the 
lot of many of their fellow-creatures; 
and it muft be acknowledged, that La- 
dies in general, are ready to afford pe- 
cuniary relief, whenever a poor woman 
in child-bed can find a friend to repre-' 
feiit her diftreffed fituation ; but infiead 
oF fending WM^wey, which may be mif- 

applied 
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applied by a drunken or ibrdid nurfe, 
or even by a fottifli liufband, it would 
anfwer a better purpofe, if Ladies would 
condefcend to enter the miferable dwel- 
lings of thefe partners of their kind, 
in order to fee what they particularly 
iland in need of 

Here they may probably behold (for 
fuch fights are by ijo means uncom- 
mon) a poor woman ftretchcd upon a 
Kttle ftiaw, or hard flock bed, fliivering 
with cold iu' the depth of winter in a 
room with broken cafements ; a roof 
which atdmits the rain and fnow ; and 
a helplefs infant lying 1^ her fide, un- 
confcious itfelf of the mifery to which 
it is bom ; but which the tender mo- 
ther anticipates with anguifh of mind, 
that adds rjedoubled force to her own 
fufferings ; whihl (he hears her other 
children crying for that food, which 
tJieir wretched father, being out of 
. work, hsis not to beftow, nor even abi- 
G 3 • ^ lity. 
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lity to fupply her with the nouriih" 
ment flie (lands in need of. 

Let the mother in eafy circum^ 
fiances, who can prefent with delight 
to her hulband the wifhed-for child, 
and view him with tranfport, prefs tlie 
little welcome ftranger to his bofom — < 
the mother, who can enjoy on her dow- 
ny pillow the comforts of repofe, and 
from whofe ear, cveiy thing that could 
occasipn difturbance or anxiety is care-: 
fully removed — Let fuch a mother com-* 
pare her own comforts with the mijfe- 
ries I have been deicribing, (which are 
far from bebg exaggerated) and her 
own heart cannot fail to plead the caufe 
of fuifering poverty. Poor women^ 
iviio do not endure mifery in the ex- 
treme, are- at lead put to many incon- 
veniences for want or charitable aflif- 
tance during the periodof their lying-in, 
cfpecially in times of fcarcity like the 
prefent Parifh officers cannot cfFeftu- 
ally reheve them ; the money they al- 
low, 
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low, is fubjeft to the abufes I hinted 
above; and the neceffities of lying-in 
women are amongft the number of 
thofe^ which money alone cannot re- 
move. 

Hofpitals for their reception, form a 
very excellent branch of Public Cha* 
rity, (efpecially for the wives of foldiers 
tod failors) but thefe eftablifhments can 
admit but very few, in compariibn of 
the numbers who muft unavoidably be 
excluded ; and there is one great objec- 
tion to them — the removal of womeq 
from their own families, which is too fre* 
qucntly the caufe, if not of the eftrange^ 
meat of the huiband's affe6);ion, at leai)^ 
of the unfettling of a family, by leading 
the hufband into company, for want of 
a comfortable home. That mode of 
Charity therefore, which relieves lying^r 
in women at their awn houfes^ is c^-r 
tainly entitled to a preference in many 
refpeiSs. 

Workhoufes, crouded £u$ they ufually 
G 31 arc 
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are in populous places, muft be very 
uncomfortable, at a time when repofe 
is fo effentially neceflary, and there 
would be no pccafion for fending poor 
married women to thefe places, from 
country towns and villages at leaft, if 
all women who can afford it, would 
contribute to the laudable purpofe of 
affifling them at thefe tim^s, with fuch 
neceflaries as every houfe-keeper can 
fumiih in one way or other. BeerCau- 
dk^ which is made at a trifling ex- 
pence^ ferves both for food and medi- 
cine; and is fo great a refioratvcCy that 
women who are supplied with it, ftrug- 
gle through a variety of inconvenien- 
ces, and foon recover their ftrength. 

A childbed bajket or bag, containing 
a pair of flieets, &c. together with all 
the neceffaries for woman and child, 
may be furniflied for about three gui- 
neas; The only objeftioiis that can, I 
think, be made to lending thefe things, 
are^ that " women will feel the want 

of 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ADDRESSED TO LADIES. 127 

of them afterwards,'* and that *' it will 
he difficult to get them back again/' 

To obviate the firft, care ihould be 
taken in the purchafc of the various, 
articles, that they are of the fame ma- 
terials, as notable poor women would 
buy for th^mfelves; and to guard a- 
gainft the latter, that they are lent to 
women wl)0 may be depended upon ; 
and fuch there doubtlefs are, in every 
town and village, who would rejoice at 
the benefit, and make a proper ufe 
of it 

If Ladies ufe thefe precautions, and 
vifit the poor women when they lie in,^ 
to fee that they do not fuffer for want 
of nouriiliment, there will be lefs dan- 
ger of their making away with the con- 
tents of the bafket. If a few ufeful 
articles for the baby were given, as a 
reward to thofe who fhould return the 
bafket pundually, it would be a great 
encouragement; and the making of 
thefe baby things, would be a very agrec- 
G 4 able 
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lible employment for young Ladies, who 
would certainly have much pleafure, iii 
feeing a little innocent creature/ neatly 
and comfortably clothed by their Cha- 
rity and Induftry. 

As they advance in years, young 
Ladies m^y with great propriety ac- 
company their mothers in their vifits 
to poor lying-in women; by which 
means they will have opportunities of 
making obfervationa, which may help 
to direft them afterwards in the ma- 
nagement of their own children, whom 
(when convinced of the abfurdity of 
feeding infants too often, &c.) they will 
not abandon to the care of an ignorant 
XLurfe, to be crammed every half hour 
with improper food, which is the fate 
of. many a little innocent, whofe mo- 
ther has uegle^led to inform herfelf^ be- 
fore its birth, of the principles of rati- 
onal nurfing. 

It is a falfe fliame, which reftrains 
young Ladies from informing their 

minds^ 
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ipinds, m refpefl; to nurfing children. 
They.apprejiend, tljat an atteiition to 
tihefe mattens, may te conftrue4 into ^ 
baily defire to quit the fingle ilate* 
None but illiberal people will eatertaiu 
fuch an opinion, efpecially if young La- 
dies fliew, by applying their Jknowledgc 
to the benefit of the Poor, that they 
have a more ifnmediate objeft in view* 
I may alfo add, that by obferving the air 
moft univerfal fuccefs of the Poor, in 
the performance of the fiiil nmternal 
duty, young Ladies would be prepoC- 
ieffed in favour of it, and would ^ot^ 
when they beca,me mothers themfelves, 
yield fo, readily as many do, to jtb^ 
imagihary impoffibility of jdicceeding 
in that delightful office, which feem3 
to have been defigned by Providence, . 
as the cement of family concord. 

It is an old adage, but a very juft 

one, that *' Charity begins at heme;" 

I hope, therefor:e, it will not he 

thought foreign to the defign of my 

G S work, 
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work, to recommend to Ladies as a 
branch of Charity, the being nurfes to 
their own children. Little does the 
young mother think, to what miferies 
ihe expofes her helplefs offspring, by 
fending it from under the paternal roof^ 
to a cottage, where poor babies, bom 
to eafe and affluence, frequently en- 
dure all the hardfliips of a ftate of po- 
verty ! Little does fhe think, that fhe 
is luppreffing fome of the moft pleaf- 
ing intelleftual feelings, of which the 
female mind is fufceptible — Feelings, 
which would amply repay her utnioft 
fatigue! That flie is breakings one of 
the ftrongeft bands of domeftic happi- 
nefs, when ihe removes from view that 
dear pledge, which was beftowed by Hea- 
ven, to ehcreafe conjugal love betwixt 
herlaiid her hnlband, and attach them 
relpe^ively to their own homes. If 
pleafure be the obje6);, where can a wo- 
man find any in the whole circle of 
fafliionable diffipation, to compenfate 

for 
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for that a fond mother enjoys, while 
flie nourifhes her infant with that food 
which is its natural right, and fees a 
fucceffion of human beings, thriving 
in their native foil, under her own im- 
mediate culture ? The maternal affec- 
tion expands, and filial love fprings up 
in the infant mind from day to day : 
the father is animated to fuftain his 
toils, by the fight of thofe dear objefts 
which render them necelTary ; his cares 
are lightened by the hopes which their 
progrelTive improvement excites in his 
heart; and their innocent fports and 
prattle enliven his hours of leifure, 
and fuppiy the moll falutary recreation 
to his mind. Inftead of thofe jea- 
loufies, which frequently take place 
among children who are fent from home 
to be nurfed, every additional infant is 
welcomed by the elder ones, as an ac- 
quifition to the family party, and che- 
rilhed as a little darling till brotherly 
affeftion binds the family together fpr 
g6 life. 
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life. In ihort, the niother's nuHiDg her 
children, may prove the foundation of 
unanimity, peace, and profperity to her 
whole family, provided that attention 
is paid to their education ; while her ne- 
glefting to do fo, may lead to dif- 
cord and exceffes, which ihe had no 
idea of when flie delegated the per- 
formance of one of her mod impor- 
tant duties' to a hireling. 

I am very fenfible that many Ladies 
whofe hearts yearn towards their chil.- 
dren, who would with the utmofl refo- 
lution encounter the greateft fatigue, 
and who would with joyfulnefs relin- 
quifh all the amufements of the gay 
world, in order to perform the firft ma- 
ternal office, meet with infuperable ob^ 
ilacles — Difappointments of this na^ 
ture muft be fubmitted to, like all 
•other natural evils, with patient re- 
•fignation : fuch mothers will be very 
careful in the choice of fubftitutes, and 
•will not, without an abfoluteneceffity/ 
. » part 
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part with their babes from under their 
own eyes. 

I alfo know, that fomc Gentlemen 
will not confent to their M'ives becom- 
ing nurfes— tJnreafonable commands 
from a hulband muft be fubmitted to, 
Tather than make what are defigned as 
the bleffings of life occafions of do^ 
meftic uneafinefs : but this is a cauie 
which requires the full exertion of foft 
perfuafion : and furely the tender huf- 
band and father would never tear his 
new-born babe from it^ fond mother's 
bofom, and banifh it from his houfe, 
merely to fave himfelf a little diftur- 
-bance ! Thofe people are greatly mif^ 
taken, who fuppofe that nurfing is de- 
ftruftive of health or beauty, on the 
contrary, it is a great promoter of both, 
excepting in very weakly conftitutions 
indeed ; and where no regard is paid 
^ to regularity. 

But to return to the Poor — By vififr- 
ing lying in women, I^adies would have 

opportunities 
8 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



134 OJECONOMT OF CHARITY, 

opportunities of recommending to them 
a more rational method of nurfing and 
feeding their children, which, if they 
could be perfuaded to adopt, the lives 
of many infants would probably be 
faved, at leaft, poor babies would 
efcape. a variety of fufFerings, to which 
they are expofed through erroneous 
management. 

As many Ladies are reftrained from 
taking an a6live part in Charitable In- 
ftitutions, from a diffidence of their own 
abilities to condudl them, and an ,ap- 
prehenfion, that they fliall meet with 
impertinence from the Poor, I beg 
leave to aflure them, that in refpeft to 
lending child-bed bafkets, I can an- 
fwer, from many years experience, that 
it may be managed with great facility 
by individuals J and where there is an 
Aflociation for the purpofe, the trouble 
• muft be very trifling, confidering the 
extent and value of the benefits ; and 
it would be doing great injuftice to the 

Poor, 
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Poor, were I not to bear teftimony, 
that this is a mode of aflifianqe, for 
which they are very grateful ; and that 
there is a decent pride among the bor- 
rowers, to return the things in nice or- 
der, at the proper time. In the courfe 
of fourteen years, I have loft very few 
iarticles, and the contents of a bafket, 
if made at firft of new materials, will 
laft a confiderable time. 
> The benefits which Ladies have it in 
their power to beftow, by their vifits 
to poor lying-in women, are not con- 
fined to temporal concerns, they may 
be greatly conducive to their fpiritual 
interefts, and thofe of their children, 
by admonifliing ^he mothers to con- 
fider the nature of the-SACRAMKNT of 
Baptism, that they may prefent their 
new-born babes to Christ with due fo- 
lemnity— And it is much to be wiflied, 
that Chriftian congregations would re- 
main in Church whilft this Holy Sacra- 
ment is adminiftered, inftead of turning 

teir 
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their backs upon it, as is ufually the cafe, 
when it is deferred till theferviceof the 
day is over. This irreverent praftice is 
doubtlefe a principal caufe of the little 
account which is made in general of one 
of thofe Divine Ordinanccs, infti- 
tuted by our Lord himfelf, as an out- 
^ard and vijiblejign of an inward and 
fpiritual grace — as a means xvhereby 
we obtain this grace — and as a pledge 
to qffiire us thereof. Inftead of iliewing 
indifference to fiich an important con- 
cern, as that of receiving a new mem^ 
ber into the Church, all Chriftians 
fliould take thefe opportunities of tefti- 
fying their Faith in the Redeemer, 
and zeal for his Holy Religion, as the 
Rubrick dire^s, not merely as witneffes, 
that the Child is adiially received as a 
member of Christ's Church, but that ' 
they themfelves may be put in mind of 
their Baptismal Vow. 

Another material concern, in which 
Ladies could do much good to the 

caufe 
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caufe of Religion amongft the Poor, is, 
the teaching mothers how to lay the 
foundation of a good education in the 
minds of their infants— much may be 
done towards the. regulation of the paf- 
fions, before a child is capable of re- 
ceiving any of thofe regular leffons in 
reading, &c. to which the idea of edu- 
cation is commonly attached, and the 
generality of poor women, fpoil their 
children by humouring them. A few 
inftrudions for the management of the 
tempers of yoiang children, [might there- 
ibre prove of infinite ccmiequence to 
tbem, cfpecially, , if thefe children were 
at a proper age received into Sunday 
Schools^ in which they could enjoy the 
advantage of religious inftruftion^ un- 
der the infpeftion of their firft benc- 
faftreflfes. 

I will now, in purfuance of my Plan, 
produce examples of Lying-in Chari- 
ties, managed by Ladies. 

I!»:vtra6i 
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ExtraSt from an Account of a Chariti) 
for the Relief of Lying-in TVomen^ 
and Sick Perfons^ at Tottenham 
High Cross, by Mrs, Wakefield. 

** InAuguft, 1791, eight Ladies of 
the Parifh of Tottenham High Crofs, 
in the County of Middlefex, united-in 
a Plan for the relief of their poor neigh- 
bours, during the time of Lying-in.. 
They began their undertaking, by fub- 
fcribiog three fhillings and fix-pence 
each for the purchafe of linen, and after- 
wards appointed one of their number 
treafurer and manager; and, in order to 
fupply a fund, for the purpofe of allow- 
ing five fhillings towards the payment of 
a midwife *, and fix fliiUings for a nurfe 
for each patient, they agreed to contri- 
bute fixpence a piece weekly." 

'^ The Plan being approvedjw met 
with encouragement, and the number 

• See in the Appendix, An Account of a mode of 
f^PPh^^S ^ county Tarijh nxiith a midnvife^ 

of 

/ 
Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ADDRESSED TO LADIES. 139 

^f fubfcribers annually encreafed. The 
following ftatement of the perfons an- 
nually benefited by the Charity, is a 
clear demonftration of its fuccefe. and 
progrefs. There were relieved in the 



Year 1791, 


14 Perfons, 


1792, 


35 


1793, 


52 ^ 


1794, 


64 


1795, 


78 


1796, 


79 


1797, 


94 



** The Society finding that the fick 
ftood as much in need of afliftance aa 
lying-in women, and defirous of render- 
ing the inftitution as ufeful as poffible, 
determined to extend the benefit to 
either, without diftin^lion,- and the 
funds having been fince confiderably 
encreafed, it has been refolved to pro- 
vide a larger number of bags of linen, 
and the manager is authorized to lend 
them as long as the cafe requires, to all 

fick 
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fick perfons Avho are in want, through* 
out the Parifli, where the difeafe is not 
of an infedlious kind * " 

'' The utility of this Plan, has* al- 
ready recommended it to the inhabit^ 
ants of feveral other places. Charities 
fimilar in defign, though varying in 
fome particulars, have been eftablilhed ; 
among other places, at Cambridge, 
Ipfwich, Colchefter, Needham, Hal- 
ftead, Stoke Newington, Edmonton, 
Chefliuht, Ware, Hertford, Woodford, 
Wanftead, Walthamftow, and Kenfing- 
ton/' 

OBSERVATION. 

*' The moft obvious advantages of 
this mode of adminiftering Charity, 
are, t)iat the relief is beftowed at a 
time, when it is particularly wanted, 
and when the occaiion of that neceffity 
difables the fufferer from earning tho 

♦ For the Pvules and Regulations of this Cha- 
rity, fee the Appendix. 

means 
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means of procuring a fupply — that af- 
fiilance is given to a greater number of 
penfons at a very fuiall expence ; for, 
exclufive of thofe who receive tickets^ 
which entitle tliem to the whole bene- 
fit of the inftitution, the comfort of the 
change of linen in the time of ficknefs, 
is enjoyed by numbers, whofe uf moft 
frugality does not enable them to keep 
a fufficient (lock for that purpofe : and 
that it affords relief, but by no means 
precludes the neceffity for induftry, and 
provident care againft a day of trou- 
Me." 

^^ Nor let it be ; eilemned the leaft 
of its excellencies, that it induces wo- 
men of fuperior rank, to become ac- 
qaainted with the temporary, as well as 
the habitual diftreffps of their poor 
neighbours ; that it invites them to 
vifit thol^ to whom they have given 
their tickets, and perfonally to infpeft 
the abode of poverty. If the judg- 
ment of the Poor may be thought wor- 
thy 
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thy of confideration, there are but fexr 
Plans upon fo fmall a fcale of expence, 
which afford them fuch an acceptable 
relief." 

^* 'A con virion from feven years ex- 
perience of ifs utility, that the adoption 
of fimilar inftitutions throughout the 
kingdom, would contribute to the com- 
fort of the labourer and the mechanic, 
has been the motive of this communi- 
cation, from a hope, that through the 
channel of the Reports of the Society, 
for bettering the condition of the Poor, 
the advantage of fuch an ufeful Plan, 
may be known and patronized/^ 



When poor women are furniifhed 
with the accommodations recomtiiended 
in the above Plan, and they can have 
the<:omfort of fome good caudle, at the 
beginning of their lying-in, they reguin 
their ftrength wonderfully, nay, even 
under the moft diilreffing circum- 

ftances 
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llances of extreme indigence, their reco- 
very (through the particular Providence 
of God) is often rapid and complete ; but 
it frequently happens, that poor women 
continue in a very weak ftate for a 
confiderable time — they then properly 
come under the denomination of 

THE SICK POOR. 

The difeafes of the indigent, who 
are at a diftance from medical help, 
are frequently rendered fatal, or linger- 
ing through improper management : in 
fuch lituations, Ladies may render great 
benefit to their poor neighbours, by 
dilpenfing medicines to them, which 
they may foon do with good effeft, by 
means of popular treatifes on dvmejiic 
medicine^ provided they will take the 
trouble of vifiting the Poor in their 
ilckneis, and making perfonal enqui- 
ries into the nature of their maladies. 
Many examples might be eafily pro- 
duced of Ladies who are fuccefsful in 

their 
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their charitable pra6lice, by confining 
their prefcriptions to thofe common- 
cafes which occur amongft the labour- 
ing Poor, in which there is no danger 
ofmiftake; and in. extraordinary cafes, 
where their own judgment fails, calling 
in the advice of the medical Gentle- 
man, who attends the family. 

But ihould timidity prevent Ladies 
from adminiftring medicines, there can 
be no danger of their doing harm, by 
what is commonly called Kitchen Phy^ 
Jick. Many' of the iHneffes to which 
the Poor are fubje€i, proceed either 
from a law regimen, or catching cold f 
the firft of thefe may be cured' by mean* 
of nourilhment only; and the latter/ 
by fome finiple remedy, which every 
good houfewifiB knows how to make. 
Thefe things, which may be furnifhed, 
from the kitchen even of a private 
family, at veiy little expeiice, are 
more valuable to the Poor, than tlie in- 
trinfic worth of them in money : for 

it 



\ 
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it is to be confidered, that poor peopte, 
if they knew how to prepare thciti, 
make thefe things at a greater charge 
h an their fuperiors, becaufe they pur- 
chafe every article at the word hand, 
and are often obhged, to have a fire 
on purpofe to drefs them; or they 
muft, perhaps, buy meat, when the fto* 
mach of the fick will only bear broth, 
i^^hich may be fupplied by a charitable 
neighbour, who has ajoint of mutton, 
or veal boiled, without any addition to 
the houfehokl expences. Other things, 
which come under the denomination 
of Kitchen Phjifick^ fuch as white wine 
-whey, &c. it is likely the Poor could 
not procure at all, or (hould they be 
able to do fo, the fatigue of making 
meffea for therafelves, or the feeing them 
made, would probably pre\^ent their 
being reliflied when done; for every 
one who has been an invalid knows, 
that appetite is often excited by the 
produftion of an unexpefted dainty ; 
VOL, II. H and 
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ajid frequently changed into averfion,. 
when a difgufling mefs is fet beforq 
them. 

When our blefled Saviour multiplied 
the loaves and fiflies, he commanded 
his difciples to " gather up the frag- 
ments that nothing might be loft." 
Whoever is, by the bounty of Provi- 
d/snce enabled to fpread a plentifiil ta- 
ble, muft unavoidably have fragments ; 
thefe, according to our Saviour's in- 
junction, fliould be careftilly colledecl; 
the hardeft cruft, nay, the very bones 
of the meat that lias been eaten, may 
be converted into wholefome food*, 
to fatisfy the craving appetite of the 
healthy or eonvalefcent labourei> 

In the Appendix, I fliall infert a va- 
luable recipe for making a nourijhing 
jelly f which is a very great reftorative, 
and eafi4y prepared — ^And I cannot 

* By means of a ufeful kitcHen ntenfil caUed a 
Digeftevy recoiomended in the Reports of tlie5o. 
ciety. 

forbear 
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forbear recommending in this place tfic 
making of Elder-wine for the ufe e^ 
the poor, having fo frequently witneifed 
its falutary effeds. Numbers of poor 
men and women, reduced by ficknefs, 
might be flrengthened for their work,^ 
by the daily allowance from a pubUc 
houfe of a pint of porter or ale for their 
dinners, to be paid for by the donor. . 
Amongft the great comforters of 
ficknefs, good nurfing mull be recKon- 
ed. Whatever be their ailment, fick[ 
people commonly Hand in need of fe- 
male affiftance— without it, in a ftate 
of affluence, the lick cannot lie c5om- 
fortable in their bed, nor receive nou- 
rillmient . fuited to a vitiated palate ; 
and they mull feel the want of num- 
berlefs little attentions which alleviate 
pain, and accelerate recovery, andwhifch 
the female' hand alone can fupply. — 
What then mull be the condition of 
the poor on their homely pallet^ when 
afflifted with licknefs, under the care of 
41 2 
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an ignorant woman, who knows no- 
thing of the bufinefe of nurfing, or who 
is conceited of her own imaginary (kill 
iH the ufe of certain nojirumsj which 
ilie adminiilers in all cafes without dif- 
crimination; by no other rule than that 
of trying Jbmeihing el/if if the firft re- 
medy does not fucceed immediately ? 

The mifchief done amongfl; the poor, 
by injudicious nurfing, is inconceivable, 
particularly in tht fmall-poXy in the be- 
ginning of which difeafe amongft them 
the irruptive fever is commonly increa- 
f d by giving brandy and faffron, and 
the progrefe of maturation afterwariis 
retarded by the ufe of opiates, to which 
are fupperadded many things of a moft 
difgufiing nature, which heighten pu- 
tridity, fuch as a bacon Jiay, &c. whilil 
frejh air and clean linen are denied as 
the inftruments of death. Many poo^ 
creatures, afflifted with tliis difeafe, die 
of the effluvia of their own bodies ; and 
thofe who flruggle through the difeafe 

oftett 
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often fufFer greatly for want of the re- 
frefliment which a free circulation of 
air affords, or endure great agonies in 
having their linen torn off, after hav- 
ing worn it a confiderable tirhe, whilft 
the contagion of the difeafe is increaf- 
ed by the want of cleanlinefs. It is 
incredible to thofe who have not been 
eye witnefles of them, what abfurdities 
the generality of ignorant women are 
guilty of in the management of the 
fmall pox and fevers, it would there- 
fore be a great aft of charity to endea- 
vour to introduce a more rational me- 
thod of nurfing among-ft them, wliich 
Ladies alone can effeft, becaufe the 
poor ufually fancy, that the medical 
tribe are unfkilful and cruel, in their 
direftions concerning thefe maladies^ 
and that the judgment of women is 
preferable to that of the moft eminent 
of tiie faculty. 

The welfare of a whole neighbour-? 

hood frequently depends on attention 

H 3 to 
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to little clrcumftances of cleanlinefs in 
the houfes of the poor; not merely at 
the time when contagious diforders pre- 
vail amongft them, but when they are 
in health ; and this attention to clean- 
linefs has been the fubjeift of confidera- - 
tjon with the Society, for bettering the 
Condition of the Poor^ as will appear 
from Dr. Haygarth's Rules to present 
iffeBiom Fevers, inferted in the Ap* 
p^ndijf *. The obfervance of fuch rulea 
yov^ certainly make a wonderful 
cl^ai^e ip tb,e coTj^ition of the poorj 
l}.Qth in refpeQ; to health and comfort, 
but this dep^ijds n^^ch upon the kind 
ppfofcement of thepa by Ladies, foy 
many of the poor cannot read, and of 
thofe who can, few will be prevailed 
upon to follow printed directions, how- 
ever clearly y^orded. 

* See alfo in the Appendix an extraft concern- 
ing the expenfe and benefit of frequent white, 
waihing-, &c. 

But 
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But there is fiill a higher advantage 
than any I have yet mentioned, which 
may reafonably be expeded from vifit- 
ing poor people in ficknefs or forrow, I 
mean that of reclaiming them from the 
error of their ways. 

It is the natural eifeft of affliftion 
to foften the heart, and to turn the 
thoughts towards a future ftate: but 
alas 1 many poor creatures have lived 
fo long without God in the world, and 
are fo ignorant of religion, that they 
know not how to improve his chaftife- 
ments. This then is the time to ^wa- 
k^n the confciencefe of the obdurate, 
and to pour the balm of confolation 
into the dejedled and defpondingmind! 
This may probably be thought the ex- 
clufive bufinefs of the parochial mini- 
fter, but the parochial minifter is not 
always refident, or he may have laid 
down certain rules to himfelf, not to 
vifit the lick but at their own particu- 
lar defire, which is feldom awakened in 
H 4 the 
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the heart of habitual finners till the 
fear of immediate death excites it — 
Who then more proper to perform this 
Z&, of Chriftian charity than a female 
friend ^ And even when the fick poor 
have the benefit of the beft advice, that 
o( theii/piritual pajior^ the additional 
fcrvices of Ladies will be very confola- 
tory and acceptable; to women in par- 
ticularthe good offices of their own 
fex will prove moft comfortable and 
foothing, 

I may alfo add, that thofe who vifit 
the cottages of the poor in times of 
iicknef^ may learn many an important 
leflbn for their own pra6lice. They 
will meet with fuch examples of pa- 
tient refignation to the will of God, as 
cannot fail of making lafting impref- 
fions on their minds. It is very edify* 
ing to attend the death-bed of fuch of 
the poor as have a fenfe of religion, and 
are confcious of no atrocious crimes ; 
they ufually die full of hopes of a happy; 

immor- 



^Google 



ADDRESSED TO LADIES. 155 

immortality through* the mercy of God, 
I fpeak not of thofe tranf|X)rts of falfe 
confidence in a fuppofed fudden change 
of heart, which are produced by the 
difcourfes of enthufiafts (and from which 
it is an aft of great charity to preferve 
the poor in their dying hour) but of 
tliofe inward confolations which, accor- 
ding to the promife of our Blessed 
Redeemer, fpeak peace to the mind- 
in the hour of fevere trial Great care 
fliould be taken to prevent perfons, at 
the laft period of human exiftence, 
from being difturbed by the officious 
kindnefs of nuifes and neighbours. 
Dr. Ferriar's rules for the treatment of 
the dying, point out the proper methods 
to purfue for this purpofe *. 

It would be unreafonable to confine 
yovvng perfons to the gloomy foenes of 
poverty and ficknels; but they cer- 

* See the Society's Reports^ alfo a detached 
pamphlet before referred to. 

H 5 tainly 
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tainly ought to have, from time to time, 
a tranfient view of the miferies which 
people of the lower ftations of life en- 
dure ; it would teach them to be con- 
tented with moderate enjoyments ; to 
afl; like rational beings and as Chrifti- 
ans ; and would probably prove a means 
of thdr prefervation from afflidlions, by 
leading them into a courfe of piety, 
which would turn away from them the 
chaftifements defigned by heaven to 
coryeft tboughtlefs levity, and an abufe 
of the bleffings of a profperous ftate. 
X.et me add, that vifiting the fick is 
among the duties which our Divine 
Lord has particularly enjoined, and 
which, according to his gracious pro- . 
mife, he will confider as done to him- 
felf, if performed to the leqji of thofe 
he vouchfafes to call his brethren — the 
poor and needif. 

What I have faid concerning the 
fick poor is applicable chiefly to the 
cxercife of private benevolence; but 

thofe 
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thofe noble public chatitieB by which 
thoufands of poor diftreffed obje6ls are 
reftored to health under various dif* 
eafes, and Tccoyered from accidents, 
muft not be forgotten ; but there is no 
ocCafion for me to dwell upon the ex- 
pediency and ufefulnefs of thefe infti- 
tutions, becaufe they are iii general li- 
berally fupported, and when any one 
of them in particular requires an in- 
creafe of fund, a powerful advocate 
may eafily be found in fome leiamcd 
and pious divine, to plead the caufe erf 
mifery. It would therefore be imperti- 
nent in me to employ arguments itt 
favour of 

HOSPITALS. 

But I am perfuaded that it is in the 
power of Ladies who fubfcribe to them 
to render effential fervice to the pati- 
ents by perfonal infpedion. Not that 
there is occafion for female interference 
II 6 iu 
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in refpe6b to the domeftic arrange- 
ments of thefe inftitutionsy , for the 
neatnefs and order that prevail in the 
generality of them are wonderful, and 
refled the higheft honour on the go- 
vernors; but every one knows frcfin 
perfonal experience, that a vifit from a 
friend in time of ficknefe is^ often a 
fource of unfpeakable comfort ; and to 
a poor man or woman, languillung on 
the bed of pain, feparated from their 
deareft connexions, attended by Gran- 
gers only, an a6l of kindnefs is doubly 
acceptable. Who then, that has lei- 
fure to perform it, would withhold fuch 
a gratification from the poor labqurer^ 
the father perhaps of a numerous fa- 
mily, who has met with an accident in, 
following his daily occupation — from 
the afFedionate mother, who, in the 
performance of her maternal duties, 
has contra6ied fome painful difeafe — or 
from the foldier or failor who has bled 
for his king and country, when they 

coiUd 
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oould; cheer their hearts and mitigate 
their fuflferings at the expenfe only of 
a few words of tender commiferation ? 
Opportunities for vifiting hofpitals hav« 
not often fallc^n in my way, but a fcene 
to which I was once witnefs has made 

^an indelible impreffion upon my me- 
mory, from which indeed' originated 
the idea that hofpitals afford to Ladies 
an ample field for the exercife of their 
charity. I ^ent from motives of curiofity 
only, and with a mind prepared to be 
ihockdd with fcenes of mifery, having 
never before feen the interior of an 
hofpital; but very different were my 
fenfations when I viewed the excellent 
accommodation afforded to patients of 
various defcriptions. 

But it is pot merely by kind difcourfe 
with the patients that the vifits of Ladies 
may add to the comforts of hofpitals, 
they may do much good by infpeding 

- the condu6l; of the nurfes, and making 

reports 
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leports of their good or ill eonduft to 
the committees ; for after all the ieare 
^?hich is certainly taken to prevent im* 
pofitionj and enforce kind treatment, 
many of thefe people abufe the truft re- 
pofed in them, by cxafting little dou- 
ceurs from the patients, or treating 
them with unkindnefs for the omiffion 
of them, when they can do fo without 
deteftion. 

It may perhaps be objefted that it is 
dangerous tp health to attend* hofpi- 
tals^ From what I have feen awd read 
of tliem, this objeAion is ill-foimd^d. 
There is certainly much lefs hazard in 
going to thefe places, than in vifiting 
poor people undei* circumftances of 
ficknefs or accident in their own habi- 
tations, bccaufe in the former all pof- 
fible attention is paid to cleanlinefs,. 
and proper means are ufed to keep up 
a confiant circulation of ain 

Before the Revolution it was the 
cuftom* of fome of the French Ladies, 

(of 
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(of certain nuns in particular) not only 
to vifit hofpitals, but to drefs the wounds 
qf patients, though the bed hofpitals in 
that country fell greatly ihort of our 
Qwn for cleanlinefs. This is certainly 
a very difgufiing office, and whatever 
ina5^ be required of the patroneffes of 
villages, where furgical help cannot 
eafily be obtained, there can be no oc- 
cafion for Ladies to take upon them- 
felves to perform it, where there are. 
pupils conftantly attending for the pur- 
pofe of improving in the praftice of the 
art of healing. 

But hofpitals are not confined to the 
cure of difeafe or accidental injuries, 
there are feme that particularly claim 
the attention of Ladies, which I 
have already mentioned, therefore it is 
needlefs to fay any thing farther on 
the fubjeft, than that much good is 
certainly done by means of thofe efta- 
bliihments which provide for poor ly- 
ii\g-in women who cannot have com- 
fort- 
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fortable accommodations at home, and 
thlat they are therefore deferving of 
the patronage of Ladies. They are alfo 
very ufeful in fupplying nurfes for thofe 
in the higher walks of life/ who are not 
able to perform the mother's part 

Amongft the many ufeful public cha- 
rities with which the prefent age abounds 
may be reckoned The Houfe iffRecavoy 
at Mcmchejier^ for the preventing of 
infeftious fevers, which was opened 
upon private fubfcription in the year 
1796, by the Board of Health, and ^ 
.placed under the infpeftion of a me- 
dical committee, confifting of the gen- 
tlemen of the infirmary, a particular 
account of which is given in iht Society s 
Reports^ with the following 

OBSERVATIONS. 

'* A Board of Health and Houfe of 
Recovery, upon the plan of that at 
Manchefter, would be ufeful in all towns, 
but particularly amongft manufafturers, 

where 
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where the poor are incapable of receiv- 
ing proper medical relief in their clofe 
and noifome dwellings : and where 
they are peculiarly liable to communi- 
cate contagion not only to their own 
families, and to thofe who hve under 
the fame roof, but to the neighbour- 
hood, A Board of Health to prevent 
the fpreading of contagioua difeafes 
among the poor, is peculiarly a|)pli* 
cable to a crouded town : but it is not 
exclufively fo. It w6nld be vay ufe- 
ful in country villages and country 
neighbourhoods, to dfift and ftimulate 
the oveifeers in that part of their duty 
which relates to the health of the poor, 
and to prevent the progrefs of infefti- 
oos diforders. It is peculiarly in the 
prevention of difeafe and contagion, 
that the benefits return with increafe 
upon the benefa<!!tor, and that the rher* 
ciful receive mercy. 

Another 
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Another kind of charitable inftittt- 
tion' of modern date appears to me to 
be.well calculated for cities and popu^ 
lous. towns, where it is not prafticabic 
for Ladies to vifit tlie poor in ficknefe, 
fo generally as in the country, I mean 
that which takes to itfelf the benevo- 
lent title of the Sick and the Poor Mans 
Friend. Amongft the Reports of the 
Society there is an account of an infti-, 
tution of this nature at HuUy commu- 
nicated by William Wilbeeforce, 
Efq. It was inftituted in the year 1 795^ 
for the purpofe of inquiring into ahdi 
alleviating the diftreffes of the poor in: 
that place, particularly of fuch as were 
Jirangers B,ndjrieiidl€fs *• 

The bufmefs of this Society is con- 
duQ;ed by a committee of feventeen 
perfons, a treafurer, two fte wards, a. 
furgeon, and twenty vifitors, of which 
five are Ladies, 

* See Society's Report, No. XXXVIII. 
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'^ In the courfe of one year the ef^ 
fe6ls produced by this Society were fiich 
as mull be extremely gratifying to all 
who intereft themfelves in the caufe of 
humanity. It is difficult to afcertaiu 
its probable coufequences. — A change 
was made in the morals, conduft, and 
circumftances of the greater part of 
thofe who had been the objefts of the 
charity. The drunkard had become 
fober ; the idle, induftrious ; ^nd the 
profane and irreligious had been brought 
to a regular attendance on divine fer- 
vice, of which they had before livecl in 
the entire negleft. Pariibes had beea 
induced, or obliged to allow a: proper 
maintenance to their own poor ; and 
fraudulent beggars and vagrants had 
been compelled to abandon their trade, 
and return to their fettlements." 



By advertifements which have lately 
been inferted in the newfpapers, it ap- 
pears 



d by Google 



I64f OECONOMX OF CHARlxr, 

pears that inffitutions under the fame ' 
name, viz. The Jick and Poor Man's 
Friend^ aiid tht Samaritan Society \\^xt 
been eftabliflied in Londgn: whether 
Ladies are any ways concerned in the 
management of them is unknown to 
me,_but the objeft of them is highly 
dcferving of their patronage. 



That any part of human kind fhould 
be regaided by thofe of their own fpe- 
cies as burdens and nuifances to fo- 
ciety is fhocking to refledfc, but this is 
certainly the cafe in refpedfc to a con>- 
fjderable number of them — I fliall eafily 
be undei-ftood to mean 

COMMON BEGGARS. 

Societies like thofe, of which an ac- 
count has been given under the laft 
head, if urtiverfally eftablilhed, would 
remedy the evil, and an attempt has 
been made by a benevolent indivi- 
dual 
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dual* to afcertain the circumftances of 
the Beggars of London, as appears from 
one of the Reports of the Society f, 
from whence the following extraft is 
taken :. . ' 



** In order to inform himfelf on this 
fubjeft, Mr. Martin has, from the be- 
ginning of the year 1796, diftributed 
tickets in London to fuch of the beg- 
gars there, as feemed to merit and wifli 
for inquiry into their circilmftances, to 
come to him for that purpofc. Of 
thefe as many as 120 have attended in 
confequence (viz. in the courfe of one 
year) twenty-one men, and ninety-nine 
women. 

** Of the men the greater part were 
maimed, or diiabled by age orficknefs; 

* Matthew Martin, Efq. Secretary to the So- 
ciety for bettering the Condition of the Poor, and 
one of the Committee. 

i By Thomai Bernard, Efq. 

, X and 
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and only two of them belonged to aii y 
place of legal fettlement in London. 

"Of the women there were forty- 
eight widows ; feven of them the wi- 
dows of foldiers, only one of a feaman. 
About a third of thefe confifted of 
aged women ; fome were crippled, and 
fome diftrefled for want of work ; many 
of them embarrafled by. ignorance of 
the mode of obtaining parochial affift- 
ance, or by the fear of applying for it 

" Of the wives, in moft cafes the 
difficulty was the want of work, or the 
incapacity of doing it on account of ji 
child in arms. Thefe were cafes of very 
great diftrefs. About half of them had 
two or more children, who were fome. 
of them infants, and the greater part 
of the refidue of an helplefs age, too 
young for work. 

" With regard to the fettlements of 
the women twenty-four referred xiim to 
parifhes in London and Weftminfter ; 
thirty-three to pariihes in different 

parts 
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parts of England ; twenty-two belong- 
ed to Scotland and Ireland ; and the 
remaining twenty faM they could not 
give, or at leaft declined giving him, 
any account of their places of fettle- 
Hient 

*' By application, in moft cafes, to 
their parifhes, and in fome to their 
friends, he wa* enabled to obtain effec- 
tual relief for feveral of them. To all 
of them a little food ; and the hearing 
of their melancholy ftory afforded fome 
comfort" 

I mufl refer to the volume of Re- 
ports for Mr. Bernard's excellent ob- 
fepvations upon this fcrutinizing plan, 
as theyatre too long for infertion ,• but 
the above extra6t will ferve to ihew, 
that though- there are doubtlefs among 
tiieMUe of niendicant^ niany impoflors, 
there are alfo; many who are really ob- 
jefts of charity, to whom it would be 
eruel to deny reliirf ; at the fame time 
it is <;ertaialy wrong to give indifbri* 

minately 
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minately to all ftreet beggars, becaiifc 
that bounty which was defigned for the 
relief of mifery, would too often fall 
into the hands of the undefcrving. — 
The truth of each cafe which particu- 
larly moves compaffion might be afcer- 
tained by inquiry, which would fparc 
to the charitable thofe felf-repix>aches, 
which they are apt to feel when tliey 
have, from the fear of encouraging de- 
ceit and idlenefs, turned away their 
face from the apparently poor and 
needy. But where this inquiry can- 
not be made, it is certainly better to 
take the chance of being imppfed upon, 
than to withhold the boqn which 
wretchednefs and mifery ftan4 ^^ nced; 
of ^ . . * 

In country towns it woi^ be v^ry, 
eafy to difcover thofe who make a trade: 
of begging. Indeed the parifli beadio 
has the power of driving all away who 
appear as vagrants j but people in thi« 
•ffice are not in genei^al diippfed to. 

perform 
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perftwm it with, that , tenderHefs of dif- 
<;rinainat;ioi^ w^iich real merit in diftrefs 
demands from humanity. The caufc 
of the poor wanderei- fliould therefore 
be put into kinder hands, and impoftors 
only configned to the beadle. There 
^re, however,f in towns and viilages m 
4;he vicinity of London, uuifances which 
oHght to be fuppreffed, and where this 
officer might be very ufefully employed. 
I mejin Beggur's Lodging Houfts. . 

. It is no uucommQn thing, I am told^ 
for numbers of common beggars to 
Jierd together in thefe houfes, where 
twenty or more perhaps, are locked into 
one ro^m of nights at tlie rate of two- 
pence pel' hi*ad for each individual, 
fiom whence they difperfe in the morn- 
ing toinfeft a whole neighbourhood,, as 
far as they think proper to range, — ^This 
iliould not be fuflered in civilizedfociety. 
Yet in thde honfes may frequently 
Jbe found the unfortunate viftims of 
VOL. iL I . ad- 
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adventure. Poor travellers feized with 
illnefe on their road to London and its 
environs} in fearch of work, or return- 
ing to their own pariflies in Gonfequencc 
of the difappointment of their hopes. 

When indigent travellers are on 
their way from the metropolis to 
their own pariihes, they commonly go 
by fome great public toad j if they are 
fomillied with Pafes they are required 
to do fo, and to keep ftrait forward on 
iheh" journey. The cafe of tliefe travel- 
^lers is particularly pitiable, as Palles arfe 
fometimes forged by impoftors, which 
render many charitable people ftifpicious 
of all who produce them : m eonfe- 
quence of this, the ear of benevolence is 
•frequently turned from the tale of real 
woe as the probable invention of idle- 
nefe and deceit ; and the poor weary 
heart-broken traveller is difmifTcd with- 
out that relief which would have been 
kindly bellowed, if the reality of his 
diftrels could have been afcertained 

This 
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This IS certainly a great hardihip upon 
the deferving poor; yet it would be 
uiulertaking more than could poifibly 
be peiformied by the inhabitants of 
towns and villages fituated in any of 
the great public roads, to attempt an 
inveftigatiou of every cafe of diftrefs 
which folicits relief Some plan, there- 
fore, appears to be wanting, in order 
to fpare to the miferable the bitter pangs 
of difappointment ; and to the chari^ 
table the uneafinefs they feel when ne- 
cdfary caution reflrains the emotions 
of pity. Whether it be prafticible to 
have refting hou/es, at proper diftances^ 
for thefe poor creatures, at which th^ 
might, M'ithout mixing with common 
beggars, have the refrelhment of food 
and repofe, fupplied from fome chari* 
table fund, I fubmit to the confideiu- , 
tion of abler judges. But I think feme 
plan might be contrived, which whitft 
it furnidied relief to real obje^ of dha- 
1 2 ritv, 
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rity, would prevent the fugcefs of im- 
pofture. 

THE EMIGRATION OF THE POOR 

Is a frequent occafion of that diftrefi 
which prevails in the families of the 
lower order of artificers, mechanics, &c. 
in London. That poor men with fa- 
milies il>oukl have a deiire to live where 
they have the beft chance of maintain* 
ing them is very natural ; but thofe who 
are led by this defire to forfake tlieir native 
villages to go to London, are not always 
capable of making a proper efliniate of 
expediency ; they commonly look to the 
increafe of wages only, without calcula- 
ting the increafe of expenfe from removal, 
and the probability of actual lofs by dif- 
appointment or ficknefs ; in confequence 
of which a family is often involved in 
great mifery before the man gets into 
employment, and when he might pro- 
cure work his (Irength is probably 
exb^ufted; his tools fold or pawned 

beyond 
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beyond recovery, and every refowee 
from induftry cut off. 

Confklering the vaft population of 
London, one would fuppofe that a great 
Huniber of native workmen*, of varioui^ 
kindsy might be trained fo as* to' render 
Supplies from the country tmneceffary; 
I may appeal to the School of the Phi- 
lanthropic Society, and the School of 
Induftry in the parifli of St. Mary-le- 
bone, in proof tha^ Boys may be eafily 
taught fome of the common handicraft 
employments ; but if wopkmen, &Cr 
from the country muft be had, provi-^ 
fion certainly Ihould be m^de for them^ 
in the day of adverfity, and fome of the 
inftitutions already mentioned are hu-' 
inanely adapted to this very purpofe ? 
but it is to^ be feared that nothing will: 
cffeftually remedy the evil, «iU the la^ 
bouring poor in London become the* 
objefts of an impr&oed police. 

The confequences of emigration are 
often ecLually unfortunate to the huf' 

I 3^ band- 
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bondman, who> for the iUke of higlie^ 
wages, leaves his own parilh and wan- 
ders to a diftant countrj*; and the 
want of a fufficiency of refident la* 
l>ourens is a great difadvantage to » 
neighbourhood. In many places at hay 
and com harveil, fariuers are obliged 
to employ a. confiderable number of 
ftrangers^ who come from they know 
not where — they may be honeft, or they 
may not. If thefe hirelings are incline 
f d to conimit depredations^ they can 
decfunp in a, night> and be fixm out of 
thereaqhofdJfcpv^ry; but a QOttRger 
that is a fix^ inhabitant cannot fa 
ffc^pn detedion. I wouUl no|, how- 
ever, be thought to entertain a gweral 
^ad opinion of travelling huibandmen, 
pai^y of whom are honeft and inoffen- 
five, and in the prefent ftate of the coun- 
%ry their aid is neceflary; but it is rea- 
fonable to fuppofe, that ev^ry poor man 
who had been foberly educated, would 
naturally prefer living in his native vil- 
lage, 
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lage, if he could maintain his family ; 
and every inducement ihould be held 
out to retain him tbene.~Nextto com- 
petent wages,;, none would be more 
poAverful than that of premiums for the 
reivard of ir^Jiry and good habits^ ac- 
cording ta the plans, defcribed in the 
Soqifity'a Reports, and in thofe of the 
Agriievltural Society, i The management 
of :fiiGb plaas, .as they relate to huiban-^ 
city, cdnnot be ondertakeh by Ladies ; 
hut theic cdntiiboHions to the funds 
that fopply them will be always accepts 
able; aiod their pr^fence at the diftri*. 
bni(tipQiOf,Jihe Bie^ he a.high 

grsit|6Q2»ti9.ii to the,iw€^fafnl competi- 
tors,— $^qf can, I copceive a higher 
pleafure tthap; that of beholding a fet 
of boneft in4.u%i<^^^ villagers receiving 
th§ wellri^^ned. reward of meritorious 
conduQ;*!, : 

♦ See, In the Society's Reports, No, XLI. cx- 
-traft from an accodnt given bjr the Sttffex Agri- 
cnltnral Society- to -the induftrious^andTleferving 
poor, \ifHL Thomas Bernard, Efq. 

1 4 The 
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The ill efFefts of Emigration are not 
confined to labourers and workmen^ 
youth of both fexes are frequently 
tempted to go to London^ for the fake 
of indulging their paffioti for gaiety 
and drefs, as I have already obferved 
in my obfervations upon ddmeftic fer- 
vants. To difcourage this unhappy^ 
propenfity in the ruftic maiden, whofe 
proper diftindion is fimpUcity of ap^- 
pearance and manners, \irould be an 
a£l of the greateft charity Ladies could 
perform. How rarely this fimplicity is 
to be found even in remote villages; 
it is needleis to mention; and it wilr 
be as readily allovrcd that the want of 
it may be afcribed in a grea* meafure 
to the knowledge which country girls 
acquire of tiie modes of drefe and be-' 
haviour, which thofe of their own htitt^ 
ble condition, who live in themetropb-' 
lis, and other plages of public rcfort 
afFeft. Happy would it be for »Uje 
peafantry of the realm if theiinteir. 
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€Ourfe betwixt Lwidon and the country 
were ftill as difficult as it was before- 
turnpike roads rendered travelling fo» 
expeditious ; for then the meaner inha- 
bitants of cities and villages were kept^ 
fo diftin^ by their appropriate manners,, 
that if accident brought them together,^ 
they regarded each other as foreigners,* 
without any defire on tiie villager's part 
to imitate, what a predileftion for ruftic 
modes and cuftoms made ridiculous* 
and extravagant in their eyes. The* 
higheft ambition of the country lafs» 
herfelf then- w^s, to be praifed for neat-- 
uefs of dreis^ and- modefty of deport-- 
ment, and to get hired into fome re- 
fpeftable family, in her native placa — 
and the ultimate wifli of hep parents, < 
that their beloved child might; after* 
fome years faithful fer vice,. find a goodl 
huiband amongd the former comj^ia-^! 
nions of her happy childhood, and live^' 
near them, to cherifli and comfort them* 
in. their declining years.. 

I 5^ But 
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But till the proper patrons of 
villages, and other owners of large 
eftates fliall refide at their country feats^ 
and reftore the good hofpitable cuftoms 
of their anceftors, fuch hopes as thefe 
mud be circumfcribed within very nar- 
row bounds — ^Thanks to a good Provi- 
dence, they are beginning to revive ! 
The plans by which cottagers are en- 
abled to keep cows, and cultivate lit- 
tle gardens, will naturally attach young 
people to their native villages; they. 
will grow up with a k>ve of tlie fpot 
where they have enjoyed the comforts 
of a country life, and purfued their 
cfaildiih fpoits — ^yetthey may be tempt- 
ed to forego thefe comforts. — Families 
ftom London will perhaps come to 
make their ihort annual viiit to their 
eftatQs, bringing with them a fet of 
diffipated fervants who, by the gaiety of 
Aeir appearance, and their reprefenta- 
tions of the pleafures of a town life, 
may excite in the minds of fuch of the 

lads 
8 * 
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kufe aatd girjs as are old enough* for Ibr^ 
vice, adefire to. tiy their fortune in Lon« 
dcm r and the pa^ente may be induced 
to part with their children by the hope 
of their bettering their condition. While 
this important, point is yet in a flate 
of indecifiop, before thefe young crea- 
tures le^ye their happy retreats^ tlic 
dangers they are about to encounter 
fhould be ilrongly fet before them, and 
their parents. And how can benevo- 
lence be more properly employed than 
in preferving uncorrupted innocence 
from ruin and mifery? Not that I 
would lead any one to fuppofe, ,that 
every young man and woman, whogoes 
from the country to fervice in London 
is inevitably rained ; on the contrary^ 
fuch as go out with good principles 
flrongly implanted in their minds, or 
are hired into regular &jnilies, have a 
fair chance of efcaping ; but even thefe 
would be iafer in retirement^ than they 
can be within the vortex of diffipation. 
I Q How- 
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However, as precaution is often the 
fafeguard of virtue, no young woman 
ihould go from the country \rithotit 
being apprized of the nature of thofc 
clangers to which flie will be expofed;* 
a fair reprefentation fliould be made to 
her of the hazards every thoughtlefs 
girl incurs who leaves her native home 
as an adventurer, be her motive* plea- 
fure or profit. Strong appeals fhould 
alfo be made to her feelings. She may 
be afked how ihe thinks flie /hould her 
aiFefted were flie to hear af the deatli^ 
of her parents, after having fbrfaken* 
them for the vanities of the world?- 
What would become of her if fhe* 
fliould be out of place, without money 
or friends ? What ilie would do Ihoultf 
flie fall into bad hands, &c. &c. ? 

If the love of drels and pfealure, 
have not, through a negleftcd educa- 
tion, and the miftaken indulgence of 
parents taken deep root in the heart : 
fuch-remonftrances as thefe cannot 

fall 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



'ioMtESsi:n ret ladies. f81- 

fkil of ha\4tig great weight. But ther 
misfoitime is, diat through extreme 
ignorance and ranity, mothers often' 
give the minds of their girls awrongbias 
in their earlier years, by dreffing thenr 
out while- diildren in a tawdry manner 
with everytrurapery ornament of ribbon, 
flowers, or feathers they can procure 7 
and whilfi they thus btirlelque the fa- 
jfhions by their fooliih attempts t-o fol- 
low them, tliey kindle a defire for 
fhewy apparel, ^which is cheriflied till* 
it becomes infart:iahle. It will be ne-^ 
ceflary therefore; in many inftances, toi 
begin with the mother, in order to 
oorreft the folly of tlie daughter. 

The love of money in the parent's 
heart proves frequently^ the caufe of 
the daughter'is leaving her village re- 
tirement. When a girl is taught, from- 
her earlieft years, to confider the ac- 
quifition of money as the greateft goodj. 
the mercenary principle predominates^ 
i^ her mind^ and She goes to fervice 

with 
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vith a view only to pecuniary iidvaa-^ 
tageSy for the fake of which every 
other confideration i& facrificed, and 
the confequence is» that Hie iets no 
value on the kindeft treatment^ and 
never fettles in a place. The adino-* 
nition, therefore, on this head ihouJd 
include both mother and daughter. 

Rewards given to fervants who have 
lived a certain number of years^in one 
fervice, have been found to furaiih a 
powerful motive to youth of both iexes 
to remain flationary; a rambling dif- 
pofition is the ruin of thoulands. 

According to the prefent corrupt 
ftate of fociety, it is grievous to fay, 
that even in remote villages Chqfiity has 
ahnoft ceafed to be reckoned, by the 
lower orders, amongft the virtues of 
either fex. — It would be a moft kind 
office in Ladies to endeavour to reflify 
iti their own, the miilaken ideas which 
frequently lead to the violation of it, 
by exciting in their minds that fenfe 
of ihame, and regard for reputation, 

which 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ADDRESSED TO LADIES. 183 

-which would prevent it. At the fame 
time too great feverity fliould not be' 
ihewn to thofe unhappy females who 
have been feduced ; yet every poffible 
encouragement fhould be be given to 
virtuous condu£t. But I need not 
enlarge on this fubjefl:, as Ladies who 
kindly attend to the poor, will fee the 
importance of it Neither is there 
oecaiion for me to reconunend to their 
attention that well-known charity the 
Magdalen Hofpkaly by which many of 
ou^ fex, who have wandered far in the 
paths ctf vice Jind profligacy, have been 
reclaimed and happily reilored to their 
friends and to fociety. The fupport of 
fach an infiitution is properly, though 
not exclufively, a /c/w^/e concern. 



I fliall now beg leave to direft the 
attention of my readers to an inftitu- 
Uon efiabliilied by the labouring poor 
iox themfelves, by means of ^which the 
pariHi charges are often coniiderably 
leflened. 

Friendly 
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FRIENDLY SOCIETIES. 

Thefe Societies, which arc fometimes'. 
called Benefit Clubs, ufually confift of 
mechanics, poor tradefmen, and la- 
bourers in huibandrv, each of whom* 
contributes a certain ifnall fum Wekly 
towards raifing a fund, for the relief ofi 
the members in the time'of ficknefe, and* 
imder the infirmities of old^ age ; and* 
it is no uncommon iJiing for a» po<M*' 
man belonging to one of thefe focieties, 
to receive a weekly allowance of eighfe 
or nine /hillings, whilft he is incapa- 
ble of lalx)ur, BeCde» ^ comfortable* 
profpeft of fupport when he is too old* 
to work. In many places there are ho- 
norary members, who fubfcribe nwrely 
for the fake of increafing the fund. 

A. Friendly Society which Ifhall foon* 
produce as an example extends its bene-- 
fits to women and young children, as welfc 
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as men, but in nioft places, for M'ant of 
honorary members^ the allowances arc 
confiued to men only, and limited to 
occafional Felief^ when tliey aie pad la- 
bour. There are, however, fome Friendly 
Societies confiding of females only, and 
others of which I have already given aik 
inftance, for the encouragemeftt of girls* 
in Schools oS Indtkftry. 

As I have never had occafiottto pay^ 
particular attention to an Affociation oF 
this kind, I do not feel myfelf compe- 
tent t& the &b}e6l ; I ikalt therefore take 
the liberty of borrowings a page or two* 
fpom a reverend author^ who has been 
a very fixccefeful promoter ©f theie fo-^ 
eieties, and a public advocate for 
the general encouragement of them^ 
throughout the natiou *. 

After 

• Tlit^e^^ James Cowr, ticet of Sanbury,. 
Middlcfex. See a valume of his. works, fecond'- 
cdition, publillicd in 1800, confiftingof '* Tnvehoe- 
.Sermoni on the Advantrrgnfwhkh refnlt from- Chrffh'^ 
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After enumerating feveral caufes of 
the diftrefe of tlie poor, Mn Co we adds, 
^' The lad I Ihall mention is their gene*- 
ral improvidence in the early part of 
life* To counteract this want of oeoo- 
nomy and prudence, which leads many 
of them to make httle or no provifion 
for the various accidents and calami* 
ties to which human nature is com'» 
monly expofcd, and to infpiretheloHter 
orders with manly fentiments, no me- 
thod appears fo wtU calcutated, as thefe 
Friendfy Societies. I iball thereffaro' 
eo^avour to evinoc^ that i£ prqoerijT - 
encQuragedi and <laly liegulated, very 
folid benefits indeed, might be derived 
from the extjenfion of thefe inftitu?- 
tion3. . 

OMkjy to which are added, Philanthropic Tra&s, con- 
fining of, I ft. An Eflay on the State of the Poor, 
and on the Means of iniproving it byParqchial 
School*, Friendly Societies, &c, 2dly, Rules for 
forming and condudling Friendly Societies, to fa* , 
cilitate their general eilabliihment* . 

'' There 
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** There is fomething in the very 
name of Friendly Societies peculiarly 
congenial to the benevolent and focial 
nature of man, exciting his compaffion 
for his fellow-creatures in the hour of 
ficknefs and diftrefs, and leadiiig him 
to fympathize with them under all their 
afBidiions. Some plans which h«^v€ 
been devifed for the maintenance of 
the poor have a tendency to deprf ft 
energy, and to promote idlenefs and 
inattention to futurity : but it is to the 
credit of thefc Friendly $ocletie0| that, 
they have iuduftryi fprefight, aiid phi*, 
lantbropy foi; their bails. 

** A poor man, by paying three- 
pence or four-pence per week, while he 
is young and in health, is entitled to 
relief in time of ficknefs, and under; 
the infirmities of old age^ and fecuresi 
a decent pfovifion, which renders him 
independent. By this means he is e\-^ 
empt from thofe anxious s^nd defpond- 
ing moments which reflection on the. 

un- 
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uncertainty of health, and the dread 
of accidents and want, might other- 
wife occafion. The payments are fa 
trifling, that he does not feel himfdf 
deprived by them of any donieftic com- 
fort ; and they prove to be the happy 
means of making him more induftrious, 
more prudent, more virtuous. Let us- 
here appeal ta a few fafts, which are of 
a very interefting nature, and well me- 
yit ample difcuifion. 

" There are two Friendly Societies at 
Stmburtff each confifting of fixty mem- 
bers. They are both m a flourifliing- 
condition, and have fome property iar 
the fund^ ; a circun>ftance which tends, 
to attach them to the eftablifhed go- 
Ternmenfe One* of them was inftituted* 
in December 1773, and hais now (Jan. 
J 800) in tlie ^percent. Confols £.79.5 r 
and the otlier, inftituted in 1787, has* 
ill the ^per cent. Cenfols MAOO\ 

" To fhew the utility of Friendly 
Societies^ ia reduciag the poor rates, it 

wili 
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will be only neceffaiy to obferve, that by 
taking the average of fix years previ- 
ous to their inllitution at Sunbury 
in 1773, when provifions were much 
cheaper than at prefent, the poor rates 
were 2s. 9d. in the pound ; fometimes 
they were as high as 3s. fid. but as the 
focieties began to flouaifh, a gradual 
xeduftion has taken place, and by their 
<;onibined efforts the poor rates have 
been as low as Is. 6d. and during the 
fix years previous to 1 756 never higher 
than Is. 9d. 

** Now many of the members are fo 
indigent, that if they happen to be ill 
fpr a fliort time, and are thereby ren- 
dered incapable of following their bufi- 
nefs, they muft inevitably apply to tlie 
paridi, had they not recourfe to a fund 
which their own induftry, their oeco- 
nomy, and their honeft pride have con- 
tributed to raife. That Friendly So- 
cieties then, tend cohfidcrably to the 
relief and fupport of the poor is obvi- 
(J ous : 



d by Google 



190 OECONOMT OF CHARITY, 

ous ; and their eftabliihtnent is no Icis 
iifeful to the public than beneficial to 
the members who compofe them. — 
Sick members on the Sunbury Societies 
recdve feven, and fometimes nine (hil- 
lings a week in time of ficknefs." 

For farther obfervations on thefe ufe- 
ful infiitutions, I muft refer to the 
work itfelf, and to the Reports of the 
Society *• My view in producing thefe 
IhOrt extra6U, is merely to give a ge- 
neral idea of their nature and utility, 
that Ladies may be induced to favour 
thefe Friciidly Societies with their coun- 
tenance and fupport. 

The nature of my prefent Addreft 
does not require me to give a detail of 
the rules for the management of thele 
inflitutions, my obje6l is to recommend 

* See in the Reports an account of a Friendly 
Society at Caftle Edcs. , The Reports of the 
Dublin Society for bettering the condition of the 
Poor contains much valuable information^ and ju- 
dicious obfervations xtfpe^ing thefe focieties. 

the 
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the inftitutions themfelves to the at- 
tention of Ladies, who by becoming 
honoraiy members of them in their re- 
fpedive neighbourhoods, may contri- 
bute greatly to the increafe of the com- 
forts of the poor. And it certainly is 
in the power of Ladies to make a moft 
valuable addition to the benefits of 
thefe focieties, by vifiting the fick 
members, and giving to them and their 
families, fuch coiifolation and advice, 
as fuperior knowledge will enable them 
to bellow. On thefe occafions the ad- 
vantages of Friendly Societies to the 
lower order of people, muft forcibly 
ftrike the minds of perfons who have 
had any opportunity of obferving the 
accumulated diftreffes which fall upon 
a poor family, when the head of it, not 
being a member of one of them, is dif- 
abled by ficknefs from purfuing his la- 
bour. 

Amongft the great advantages of 
Friendly Societies to poor men, that 

of 
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of exemption, from the dread of an or* 
der of removal muft be reckoned ; an 
Aft of Parliament having been paiTed 
for that purpofe — Surely that Law, whidi 
cxpofes poor families to the danger of 
being fent away from a place where att 
their little property is vefted, and where 
they have long been comfortably fet- 
tled, aiierely becanfe they are likely to 
become chargeable, is too aibitrary for 
a laml of liberty, and ought to. be 
expunged from our humane ftatutes. 

It is almoft needlefs to add, tl>at 
Friendly Societies for the benefit of 
JVonien and Girls^ have a peculiar 
claim upon the benevolence of Ladm^ 
and that the dircftiou of ifeem, parti- 
cularly belongs to their Province in tlKJ 
great bufinefs of Charity; and I am 
happy in being able to produce from 
the Reports of the Society, jexamples 
in point, of Ladies, who have conduced 
thefe Inftitutions with fuccefs; and I 
will venture to fay, with the higheft 

fatisfaftion 
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iatia&6iion to themfelyes, for who that 
conikiers the rarious iaconTetiieiices 
to which perfons <£ their owiir fcx, a9 
mothers and wives are expofed in a 
fiate of poverty, in times of fickcbefii 
efpecially, can doubt, but that thofe 
who contribute to their relief, purchafe 
for themfelvcs the inefiimable reward, 
which is promifed to thofe who provide 
for the poor and needy *. 



As an example of what female zeal 
and female judgment can effe^l, I i»o- 
duce from the Society* sReportSy thefolf 
lowmg inftance. 

ExtraQ of an Account of a Society 
eftablifhed at Lymington in Hamp^ 
jhrrCy for the benefit of dtjlrejed 
Females^ by the Rco. Willi a Mr 

GiLFIW. 

" Among the many Friendly Socie- 
ties which have been inftituted by day- 

♦ Pfalm xli. vcrfc i, i, 3, 

v#ii. II. K labourers 
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labourers in different parts of the coun- 
try, an idea was adopted at Lymington, 
that fomething of this kind might be 
of great benefit to diftreffed females; 
and efpecially in that place, which be- 
ing a little fea-port, and frequented by 
the fearaenoffmallcoaftingveffels, and 
boatmen, their wives are often put to 
inconveniences by the misfortunes, and 
even abfence^f their hufbands, 

** Mrs. Pierce took an aftive part in 
the bufinefs. Her firft ftep was, to con- 
fult among her friends, what fupport 
an inftitution of this kind was likely to 
receive ; fhe foon found there was fuffi- 
cient for the execution of her Plan. 
Between thirty and forty of the inha- 
bitants of Lymington, and its neigh- 
bourhood, were ready to fubfcribe each 
14s. a year, or 3d. a week, which was 
all the afliftance fhe defired. A com- 
mittee of Ladies was then appointed 
to arrange the bufinefs, but Mrs: Pierce 

continued to be the moll aftive mem- 

*■ '. • ' 

ber, 

8 
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ber, by taking on herfelf the moft trou-' 
blefome office — that of treafurcr." 

•* On the 5th of April, 1790, the So- 
ciety was eftablifhed. The regulations 
of it were chiefly thefe. It was parti-* 
cularly intended for lying-in women, 
btit was foon extended to the fick of 
eveiy denomination. No one could 
enter as an objeft of this diarity under 
the age of fifteen, or above fifty. It 
was required, that fhe fhould be a pa- 
rifbioner, of good character, and in 
good health at the time of her en- 
trance. Oh putting down her name, 
flie pays 6d. and 1 f d. every week. Be- 
fore flie receives relief, her name mnfl 
have been a year on the books ; fhe ii 
entitled to 3s. a week, duriwg any iil- 
nefs with whi<;h flie may be vffited ; but 
fhe receives -it' only during the term of 
. 13 weeks ; if -flie is "not then recovered, 
fhe receives Is. a week' only, whilft it is 
thought neceflary. Ohce a year a 
Oharity Sermon is preached, at which 
K 2 between 
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between £. 10 and <£. 16 are generally 
colle6led. By thU aid^ and by great 
^economy in the management of the 
fund^ it has increafed fo much, that 
inftead of 3s. a week, it already affords 
4sL After the fermon, which is gene- 
rally peached on tii9 fecond Sunday in 
Auguft, all the poor members who are 
able to go to Church walk in proceiBon 
to the Town Hall, with their patroneffes 
at their head, who treat them with 
cake and wine. This is a pleafant day 
to them, and makes fome return to the 
healthy, for not having been obliged to 
draw upon the fund for iickneis« The 
grand murmur indeed, againil thefe 
modes of relief, is, that they who have 
bad little occafion foe them, think their 
money has been ill-fpent, tlK>ugfaattha 
fame time, it is a fa^ that moft of the 
members of this, ibciety, have at (»ie 
time or other^ received relief from it; 
not fewer than 65 % of theie, 35 were 
^omra in chiyid-bed. Two women have 

been 
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been on the books with lame hands, at 
Is. a week for ibme years ; and a third, 
has been long relieved in a deep de* 
cline. 

'' Indulgences are fometimes added, 
when pergonal misfortune is not to be 
pleaded. In a fcarcity of bread-corit, 
each poor member received a half gal- 
ion loaf every Wednefday for fix weeks; 
and during the laft two winters, each 
had tKree bufliels of coals. The JSo- 
ciety at this time, (viz. June 35, IJ'SS) 
confifis of 55 poor members.*' 



The following example is alfo tak4n 
from the Society's Rq)orts. 

'ExiraB from an Account of a Female 
Friendly Society at Empingham^ in 
the County of Rutland^ by the Rev. 
Robert Blythe. 

** At Empingham, near Stamford, 

the following Female Society for Girls 

was eftabliihed on the fiiil of January, 

k3 ^ ' 1798; 
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1798; and fixteen girls were immedJ- 
.diately admitted at the defire of their 
•parents. 

'^ Female children, capable of fpinw 
,nihg, knitting, or any other profitable 
employment, which in that neighbour- 
,hood has . been extremely increafed by 
the Society of Indujiry there, fubfcrihe 
.to the general fund one halfpenny a 
' day, out of their earnings. This is to 
be accumulated by compound intereft, 
'and to form a fund, out of which, each 
fubfcriber upon her marriage, is, after a 
contribution of- fourteen years, entitled 
; to receive two guineas ; and upon the 
birth of each child born in wedlock, 
eight months or more after the expira- 
tion of the fourteen years contribution, 
the like fum of two guineas. 

" Girls are not permitted to fub- 
fcribe till feven years of age ; and if a 
girl.dies* under twenty^one, or before 

♦ ** It is fubmitted to confideration, whether 

it might not *be better, that there ihould be no re- 

^ '- ' ^ payment 
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the expiration of the fourteen years of 
her fubfcription, the amount of her con- 
tribution, but without intereft, is paid 
tjo her reprefentatives at the expiration 
of the current half year : and if any 
fubfcriber for fourteen years, or upwards, 
continues unmarried till the age of fif- 
ty years, ihe is then etititled to two 
guineas a year for hfe. " 

OBSERVATIONS. 

^* An eftablifliment of this nature is 
•only adapted to thofe parts of England, 
in which the induftry of the childBen 
-of the Poor has been of fete fo fucceflP- 
fully, and fo beneficially excited : it is 
more peculiarly applicable to places, 
where Schools of Induftry, with di'ft:- 

payment of the contribution in cafe of deatK • ^ but 
that inflead of it, the period of contribution fhould 
be confiderably (hortened ; fo as to entitle the fub- 
fcriber to the donation, upon her marriage, after 
the contribution of ten, or twelve, (inftead bf 
fourteen) years/' 

K 4 ners 
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jier9 for the children are eflabliifhedy as 
by Lord Winchelfea at Oakham, and 
by Mr, Conyers at Epping; for the 
miftreis may then regularly deduct the 
fubfcriptions from their weekly pay. — 
The probable confequences of fuch 
Female Friendly Societies are, thatghb, 
jb contributing out of their own earn- 
ings to a provifion for their future life, 
will learn to fet a higher value upon 
their own charaders, and will become 
«xa9}pl^s of virtue and good cotodu6l ; 
j^ that poiJeffwg the ;dwWe advan- 
tage of a certain proyiAoi^al afliilance^ 
4t periods when it \% peculiarly wanted 
by th^ poor ; and of habits of exertion 
lliid o^coajomy, infenfibly acquired dur- 
ing tbi^ir youth, they will become ob- 
je6ls of attention to all the wcll-difpofed 
yoiliig men of the neighbourhood, and 
will be more likely to marry early, and 
to continue i» a courfe of virtue and 
MMftry, 9M March, 1798." 

lihould 
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I fiioiiid proceed now to give an Ao 
count of a Friendly Society, which is 
calculated to promote at once the tem- 
poral and fpirituai intereAs of a lai^ge 
dafi of poor people, but I firft wiih to 
offer a few thoughts on a fpecies of Char 
rity, which affords the moil permanent 
relief to the PariJbPoaty of any I know 
of, and which, of late years, has been 
greatly neg^cdied, I mean that of 
building 

ALMS HOUSES. 

When a poor man or woman is reli- 
gioufly inclined, it is a great comfoit 
to them at the clofe of a life of hboup, 
to be put in poffeffion of a little dwel- 
ling-place, where they may fit in quiet- 
nefs to read their BiUe^ review their 
paft life, and meditate upon their fu- 
ture ftate ; inftead of being fent.to a 
place, where theymuft aflbciate^with 
many diiagreeable companions, hedtr 
k5 mucb 
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milch ;bad language, and be continually 
difturbed by the noife of children. 

It was this confideration, wemayfupr 
pofe, that led fome of our pious auce(r 
tors to employ their bounty for the purs- 
|)ofe of erefting Ahns HoufeSy which ftiU 
continue in various parts of the kingr 
dom, to afford xoHifbrtable accommo- 
dation to manjr of the aged poor. AAd 
I have heard of fome of modem date, 
in which poor people live very com- 
fortably — But Alms Houfes are not to 
be found iii all places, and where they 
do exift, they are limitted to the recep- 
tion of;a fmall number of perfons, in 
comparifon of thofe who ftand in need 
of fuch an afylum. It is much to be 
lamented,, that a benefit fo valuable, 
fhould not have been more extended — 
Would every fucceflive inheritor of a 
large eftate, add to the original fet of 
buildings ereftecl by his anceftor, or 
begin a new one, what comfort would 
,b^ provide, not only for thofe who 

fliould 
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fiiould enjoy the fruits of his benevo- 
lence, but for himfelf alfo, in the re- 
fle£iion, that the prayers of the pious 
inhabitants would be offered to heaven 
in his behalf during his life, and his 
name defcend with honour to pofterity ! 
c But the building of Alms Houfes 
ihould not be left entii:ely to the boun- 
ty of the rich ; the aged poor, who have 
been induftrious and provident, have .a 
^latural claim upon the parifli in which 
they have fpent their ftrength, for the 
comforts they Hand in need of, when 
they can no longer labour; and. it 
would be a great encouragement to a 
.poor man, to remain in his own parifli, 
-and to diftinguifh himfelf by good con- 
du6i, in bringing up a family without 
•being chai^eable, . if he could be cer- 
tain, that there was.fuch a reward in 
ftore forhim, as a comfortable habita- 
tion, in which he and the partner of his 
labour, might pafs their latter days, ex- 
empted from the fear of want, and the 
K 6 neceflity 



d by Google 



ft04 OBCOWOMT OF CHAKIfT, 

neceffity of going to a WorkKouie» 
The induftrioiM mother of a numeroo* 
hmWy would alfo find great fupportun^ 
der the fevere triala of widowhood, in 
looking forward to the time when ihe 
might feek ihelter from the carcs-of 
life in a neat apartment, which flie 
might for the leroainder of her day» 
call her &wn hotne. A number of eonve*- 
liient dwellings for aged peiibns, might 
be built for the expence of one Worki- 
houfe, 

But it will be &id, that the £tving of 
tent alone, is not fuffieient to fuppoit 
a poor man or womaB-*-Th» is true ; 
and the founders of Alms Jloufes on a 
eharitable plan, hare ufually added a 
fmall endowment to them ; and where 
poor people muft, at all events, be iiip- 
liorfeedat the pariih expence, they may 
as well receive a weekly dllowance io 
an Alms Houie as out of it But where 
the inhabitant has been a fubfcriber to 
ftFriendlySociety, this allowance would 

not 
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not he wanted ; and if the privilege of 
iiviog in an Alms Houfe was attached 
by the partfli, to the allpwan^ of the 
members of Friendly Societies, who 
were too old to work^ a great faring 
might be made in the pariih rate8> for it 
would be an indti^cement to the poor^ 
^one generally to fub&ribe tothefe So- 
deties. 

In the pariih of £aling, a comment- 
Ue pradice was fome years agoadopted^ 
Whenever a piece of waftc land is 
granted to any perfon, who can aflbrd 
to pay for it^ the purchafe money i» 
appropriated to the purpofe of build- 
ing Alms Honfes« if this cuftom were 
general, many w1k> are now driven to 
a Workhoufe, might be accommodated 
with decent habitations* 

Another refource towards building 
Alms Houfes^ might be drawn firom 
Zammas'lands. The privilege of the 
people to turn in on thefe land^ is in* 
fenfibly flidJng away. Many poor peo- 
ple 
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pie have naflieep or cattle to feed, and 
the land is ufually occupied by fermers 
or gardeners, who commonly (near 
London at lead) fow a fecond crop, 
which is ufually turnips : the poor con- 
"fidering this as An invafion of their 
right, frequently retaliate, by dealing 
turnips even for fale. Now, would it 
it not be a means of efFe6lually filencing 
their murmurs, and: reilraining their 
^Icpredations, if a trifling rent-charge, 
bearing a proportionable value from 
time to time, were to be laid on all 
Lammas-lands in lieu of the undoubted 
•privilege of the .people, in order to 
eftablifli a fund, towards the payment 
of the rents of fuch of the poor inha* 
-bitants, as could claim the privilege of 
turning in on thefe lands ? By fo fair 
'^n afl; of commutation, founded on re- 
ciprocal advantage and fubftantial juf- 
tice, both landlord and tenant might, 
in many places, be benefited, and the 
poor better fatisfied. . 

I* 
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; In building- Aloajs Houfes, one pre- 
frautiipu- fhouldjev€r be obferved, that 
pf keeping the japartmjents feparate, for 
it feldom happenSji that two perfons of 
different families^j far advanced in lifi^ 
are fp: exajftiy fimilar in temper and 
habits, as to. be able to live in hai^- 
mony together 5 and wb^n th^y unfor- 
tunaetely quajcrel, every good purpofe is 
defeated. 

It is almoft needlefs to mention, that 
Ladies have the power of contributing 
greatly to the comforts of the poor in- 
habitants of Alms Houfes, by vifiting 
them occafionally, efpecially in times 
of iicknefs ; nay, they may often be- 
ftow unfpea^able fatisfa^ion iipon one 
who has been an aSive and a ufeful 
.member of the community, merely by 
lending a patient ear to the narrative 
of former occurrences, which thofe who 
have paffed through the trying fcenes 
of life have pleafure in relating — ^Ndr 
are they always uninterefting, or tin- 

edifying 
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edifying to the hearer, iBut a ftill 
higher purpofe may be anfwered by 
thefe charitable vifits — that of religious 
advice, which perlbns, who have paflTed 
their early days in ignorance or inat- 
tention to the duties of Chriftianity 
(which is frequently the caft among 
the poor) (land in ileed of. 

The following plan which is that I 
alluded to on entering upon the fub- 
je6l of Alms Houfes (with fome accom- 
modation, in refpeft to pecuniary mat- 
ters) may be applied with particular ad- 
vantage to the aged inhabitants of 
thefe Houfes. 

ExtraB* of an Account of a Sunday 
Friendly Society ^ for the benefit of 
the aged Poor^ at Winston, by the 
Rev. Thomas Buroes. 

*' lu May,; 17^8, there was cfta- 
bliflied at WiniSon, in the county of 
Purham, iu coaiequcDce of the fug- 

gefliou 
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geftion of the Biftop of Dtirham, a 
Friendly Society for the aged Poor; 
the obje6k of which is, to promote 
amoDgil them the due obfervance of 
the Sabbath, the ftudy of the Scrip- 
tures, and <Aher good books. 

** For this purpofe, they make ^ 
point of attending Church on Sun- 
days, when not prevented by ficknefs^ 
infinpity, or fome unavoidable impedi- 
ment; and alfo on other days, wlxen- 
ever they have opportunity ; they like- 
wife agree not to countenance any 
games and improper pallimes on Sun- 
day, by looking on, or fitting near 
them; and to ufe all the influence 
which they poffeis, to difluade others 
from pro&ning the Lord's day ; they 
meet every Sunday evening at each 
other's houfes, for religious improve \ 
inent, and make it a general rule tQ 
lay by every week ibmetbing of their 
earnings, to accumulate till the end of 
the year; allotting however, a tenth 

payt 
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part thereof, and of the benefit they 
derive from the Society, towards the 
relief of any of* their neceffitous neigh- 
bours, who (though not belonging to 
the Ibciety) fhould appear to merit their 
charitable affiftance. They likewife 
Hgtee to make it their bufindfs to do 
every thing, that in them lies, to pro- 
mote good will, good nelg-hbourhood, 
and Chriilian cfaarityi one amoi^gft 
another. '• i^ k 



^^ The following are tlie Rules of 
the Society, , . -- ^ 

1. Any perfon may be a member of 
the Society, who is 60 years old and 
upwards. 

' "■ 2. Every fubfcriber of one penny per 
week, who is 60 years of age or up- 
wards, arid under 70, to- be entitted to 

recejive double his fubfcription at the 

end 
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cnd.qf tjhe.ycs^r; that is, his own^ fab- 
fcrjj>tiQ9, ., ai^djas much more. 

3. Eyety fiiblViber of one pe^ny per 
,week, vhoiis .70 years of. age or up- 
^^y^rdsj a^di^ritjer 80, to be entitled to 
,receiyje treblis his fubfcription at the 

end.pf the year; that is, his own fub- 
fcription, and. twice as much more. 

4. Every fubfcriber of one penny 
^ per week, wha is 80 years of age, or 
^upwards, and under 90, to receive jToe^r- 

tinmhis fuKcription at the end of the 
^year^ tfcat is,. his own fubfcription, and 
.three-times as much more, : 
V 5. And. fo in proportion for every 

increafe of ten years. 

(). Any blind perfon, of apy age, 
rmay be a, member pf the. fociejty ; ^nd 
•if underj 60 y^ars of age, will be en- 
.titled; to. the fame benefit as fubfcribers 

who are 60 years of age, and 4inder 70. 
r^ 7. Every member who abfents him- 
jfelf from Church on Sundays^ ?xcep^ 

in cafe of ficknefs, or fome unavoidh 
. ' .• able 
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able impediment, to forfeit his benefit 
upon the fubfcription of that wefek, 

8. If any member of this fociety 
iliould die in the courfe of the year^ bis 
friends will be entitled fo receive his 
fubfcription, and fo miith benefit^ as is 
proportioned to the time of fubfcribing. 

9. Any perfon defirous of promoting 
the purpofes of the fociety, without 
partaking of the benefit, may be ah 
honorm'y member^ by fublcribiag annu- 
ally a guinea, or half a guiteea, or not 
lefs than twopence per week ; fer whidt 
they will be entitled to receive weekfy 
one copy of fuch publications, as may 
be purchafed for the ufe <£ the fociety* 

10. The fubfcription to be paid at 
thetimeof the weekly meeting, to the 
member, at whofe houfe the reading is 
held ; to be delivered by him to the Se- 
cretary, on the Monday following, 

1 !• The annual fuWcription to be 
paid at tlie time of commencing mem* 
bcf. 

12. No 
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12. No member to receive any pub- 
lication^ whofe fubicription is in arrears. 

13. No benefit member, who is in 
arrears, to receive any benefit, till his 
arrears ar? paid." 

. *f This focietyconfifts~of four hono- 
rary members (who fubferibe an annual 
guinea each, for the benefit of the fund) 
an4nin0oldmen and women, one of the 
2^ of 101 years; one a poor blixid wo- 
man, and the otherfevenof agesbetweea 
60 and 80. The honorary members 
have it in their power, by their weejcly 
or annual fubicriptions, not only to eoi- 
hTgt and improve the means of affifting: 
the poorer members of the fociety^ but 
at the fame time, to contribute to tlie 
amufemeiit/ and infirudion of their, 
eluldreq, fervauts, and ne^hbours, by 
diilributing among .them the traAs of 
the Cheap Repofitory, and tbofe of the 
Society fw prompting Chriftisuai Know-^ 
1^^ which ar^jpufichafed for the ufe 
of tiie Society." , 

"The 
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^' The books 'which are felefted^for 
reading to them are— Oftc/fi'^'"!0ifiJ 
couries to the aged — 'BtWiop'Wiffon's 
Sermons — Biflibp^^Wrlfon on t\\& Sa^- 
crament — Biftiop Beveridge's PrivJtte 
Thbughts^i^aveirs Hiiibandry fp^ritu- 
alized, adapted to prefent ufe— GhiS^^ 
tian Hufbandry--— Fawcett's ' B^lfgfdus^- 
Weaver— -Blitder'fe- Village'' Serili^S- 
-^--a*nd Peers^s Companion" for^ 'tSe' 
aged.*"^ ''•:'- ' ' ' '• '^^^^^rf-mi 
' ^* The origin of this focietyNras its' 
fbUows— ^I i^oke'to one' of the old men^ 
who had fome turn for reading,' iind of-' 
ifered to coine and read - to him of a 
Sunday evening. The old man thitike^ 
trife^ f6r' the oiFer, and afterWards^^ip- 
peared much gratified with what* !• had 
d<Aie. I theft' tbid' him, th'a^ I w'cwAd 
vHit'liim the ndx^ Stihtfay 'feVBtiihg' ;• 
and 'that any other old ^erfeil^ ainicftig 
hfe'nt5gM)burs^l*^'^ifl^ it; 'jAlight 
be prefeirt; ' A-neigW*ur*tfd4iis^''Hft^ 
attended; and on the Sitiidttjr *^^er^ 
oSier'bld perfons came, in confequence 

of 
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of leave given them upon their appli- 
cation. Finding the Sunc^ay. readings 
gave pleafure to them, I made an offer 
of forming a regular fociety, on the 
terms before-mentioned. This they 
gladly accepted, and have fmce ex- 
pveffed great latisfaftion in this new 
employment of their Sunday ev^ieniqg/* 

^* There is a cheap but cMfifortablc 
Sunday dinner provided gratis^ for ail 
who attend Church, It is prepared 
from one of the receipts in the firft vo-, 
lume of the. Society's Reports, the ex- 
pences of it not excecdiug three halft 
pence a head. They dine at the houfe 
of one of the members, which, from 
its fituation, is moil convenient to th« 
infirm members. The dinner is dreffed 
at the Reftory, and fent on the Satur- 
day eveninjg to the houfe where they 
dine." / !, . w 

" Th6 oldeil and moft infirm mem- 
bers are now become very pundlual in 
their attendance on Church; and by 

their 
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their example and influence, have con- 
tributed very much to the better ob- 
fervance of the Sabbath at Winfton." 



For the excellent obfervations on the 
above plan, I muft refer to the Society s 
Reports^ as they are too long for infer- 
tion ; but I cannot take leave of this 
futgeft, without adding a paffage from 
the charge of the Bifliop of Durham 
to the Clergy of his Diocefe, whicdi is 
annexed to this report as follows. 

^^ In moil country pariihes, there is 
a oonfideraUe pn^>ortion of the poor, 
who from want of early educaticon, 
cannot partake of the advantages de** 
rived from reading. An oldnaan, who 
from age and incapacity fi>r labour^ 
finds himfelf difengaged from the world, 
approaching every day nearer to the 
next, and yet is fhut out, in agr^at de^* 
grpe, from the lightiand confblations of 
the Gofpel, by his inability to xo^ tfai 
word of Grod^ and good bodcs^ is n 

obje6l 
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Objeft of veil pt^j £tid to relieve 
fuch neceffify a^ this, is, indeed, one 
of the higheft aas of Chriftian Cha- 
rity. The" parifli church, it is true, 
is acceffible to liiin f and, if he be well- 
difpofed, he will h6 more diligent in 
frequenting it : but we all ktiow how 
difficult it oft^n is, toconfine the mind to 
the proper dljjefit of prayer^ even with, 
the affiftance of the written form. How 
much more difficult muft it be for him, 
* wiiofe vacant mind is open to the in- 
trufion of every vain and idle thought? 
Arid, with all the advantages of public 
worfliip, he will ftill have many unoc- 
cupied, tedious, and folitary hours, 
which it would behappy forhim, if he 
could convert to the fervice of eter- 
^riity ! ' Much, I conceive, might be 
aoue by occafional conference with him 
jtt his 0\^n dwelling, '^concerning the 
Me' of hi^'faifh, ^hi^ hopes, and hii 
views of 'futurity, Aiid, if this con- 
ference' weit accompanied with the' 
vdL. II. L readings 
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reading: .to him feme portion of Scrip- 
ture, or pf fome eaiytrafl, on the truth 
and promif^Sj of the Gofpel, his minif- 
ter. would do him an aft pf iuefiimable 
kindn^fe. If you could advance one 
ft?pl>eyopd this,, wl induce the aged 
poor to affift one another, and form 
little focieties in sl large, or one fociety 
in a fmall parifh, at which, thofe who 
are readers might read to thofe who arc 
jiot, it would be bringing your poor to 
a moft defirable and edifying ftate of 
fpiritual communion, fuch as would 
contribute very greatly to tlieir comfort 
during the fliort period of remaining 
life^ as well as at the awful hour pf 
death." The Bifliop of Durham's vi- 
fitation charge in 1797. 

The Plan at Winfton was evidently 
founded oh the advice here given ; and 
it may be. P5i>P^T ^o ppint out to my. 
readers, that it was <fondu6led under 
the immediate direftion of the paro-. 
chiftl minifter; to whofe MU^p^ioii at 

\- Jeaft, 
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leaft, every infiitutioa of this kindihould 
be* fubjed^ for t>bvious jca&ns. ^Uiidei^ 
this reilridion^ ^Ladies may be very ufef^l 
in promdting; the purpofes of Sunday 
Triendty Societies^ not only for the henie* 
fit of the agedj but for the young oS 
both fexes alfo, many of whom, think"^ 
ihg themieives abdve the infl'ru6lion of 
Sunday Schools, either pafs the Sunday 
evenings in thoiightleis levity ; or at- 
tend the Ledlures of itinerant preadh-^ 
ers, and become enthufiafts for. life., 
When a plan is well foimed, lifeet^at 
which has juft been exhibited, CTea 
^idling Ladies may contribute t;p i^ fucr. 
cefs ; nay, I could name a very promifing 
one for Village Girls, recently eftablifhcjd 
by a yoimg Lady, in which, flie en;^ 
ploys an iritelligcnt poor woman, lipout 
whom'fhp can rely, to rc^d tothe girls^ 
arid hear them read a proper feleftioh. 
of bdoks, by which they have already, 
ihade a corifiderabie progrefi in jth^' 
knowledge of their duty — But previous 
1.2 to 
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10 the: eftabUiFiinent of tbefe Sunday 
^v^Qtjg jtadiBgSf every means fhould 
^itnpyyye^ that piety and charity can* 
4evifi^ for glutting the parifli poor of 
a^agesy to be regular in their atten^ 
'4anca^on 

PUBLIC WORSHIP. 

It cannot but be matter of infinite 
concern to the friends of our Church 
Eftablidiment, to obferve the great neg- 
Ife^ of its public offices by the common 
people of London, and the generality 
<5f toAvAs and villages in other parts of 
tlxe kitigdoni. This unhappy alienation 
is imputable to various caufes, amongil 
-^hich muft be reckoned in the metro- 
p6lis, and other populous places, the 
. little providon that is made fox /eating 
the poor in the Churches and Chapels of 
their refpeftive pari/hesl This certainly 
furniihes them tvith ^ plaufible, and, in- 
deedy an undeniable, ejicufoi fox flaying 

away 
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aw4y from public worfliip ; and it is 
the occafion of many others joining the 
congregations of fchifmatics, or foUow^ 
ing ignorant itinerant preaehers, Ae 
declared enemies of the Church of Eng- 
land, and its minifters. 

To attempt to recover thofe who arc 
profejfed feceders^ may be thought an 
hopelefs taik ; • and when certain falfe 
opinions have taken deep root in their 
minds, it undoubtedly is fo; but many 
people, who ramble about after ftrange 
preachers, are adluated by no better 
motive then that of curiofity ;« and of 
thofe who fpend the' Sunday at home 
m tlxoughtleis indifference, numbers 
(of the female fex at leaft) might eafily 
be induced by proper encouragement 
from their fuperiors, to become regular' 
in their attendance at their PariAk' 
Ohurches. 

But as a preiiminary meafure^ feats^ 

muft be provided for them, for it will. 

be of little ufe to peifuade the poor to 

1*3 • go 
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go to their proper places of worfliip, \i\ 
when they do fo, they either find the 
^Qor&.&ut againfl their entrance, or no 
acbommodation for them, as a part of 
the congregation ; and where the pews 
are let for the emolument of private 
individuals, (as is the cafe in many 
Chapels) the firft circumftance, I am 
tt)ld, frequently occurs ; >vhilft very 
few parifh Churches in the metropolis, 
whatever room there may be in the 
lockedrup pews J furniili feats fat the 
poor; though itmay.be prefiuned, fjom 
fire.prefent (lateof.celigion.miiDng the* 
lower orders, that, moft of the Pariih: 
Ghurchee in the City,' atleaftj-j^Miheie 
thofe feicred edifi<Jes abound) are capa- 
We of accommodating all the poor who 
wfQUld go to them> wiere therefpecr* 
tiJre parifliioners to keep to their, own. 
Pariih Churches — a good old ciiftom,^ 
which it wouhl be a liappinefs to fee 
rfeftored;!:. - ,. 



In 
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In Churches which have wide Aifles, 
no farther preparation would be ncceC- 
fary for the poor, than to furniih 
benches, with or without defies, and 
matted forms to kneel upon; but the 
benches Ihould have backs, becaufe the 
fitting upright, without fomething to 
lean dgainft occafionally, is a painful 
pofture, not only to the aged, but to 
ttiany others, who are accuftomed to 
various kinds of labour — But few of the 
London Churches have Aifles fuffici- 
fently wide to admit fuch benches, with- 
out croudingthe people who pafi along 
them-'tb their pews ; and where there 
isnot^fiiiHcient room for the poor ia 
the»aifl€is,' Gatlleri€s fliould he provided! 
^ At thb Wdlneiid of the Town, the Pa- 
>ifl&s'^iefb^3itenfive, that there^ c^rtain^ 
ty'^ih feet rbom'e»nf)u^h inthcCMWisQ 
for thi^i iiiimerous itfhat>itant%j ''fe^ii^fef 
the higher orders; of eohrfe^^ • sPHrery 
fmail part of the poor can find places 
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in them; and admiffion into the Cha<- 
pels, whore popular preachers draw 
, faihionable and crouded audienges, and 
high prices are paid for ftats^ is en- 
tirely o;ut of the queftion; therefore, 
till Charitijk ihall fupply the deficiency 
pf places of public worfhip for the poor, 
belonging to the Eilablifljment, in citie$ 
and large towns, it js to be feared, they 
will purfiie tlieir prefent courfes-^many 
will follow their d^ily oocupationa; an4 
Jfrofanenefs will be heard ji|Jhecftreet| 
on the Sabbath-day; whilft thofe who 
are religioufly dilpofed^ will flpcl^ tq 
Methodift Meetings. : |t is Iherefof^ 
jnoft devoutly to be y^ifhtA^ ihV^Frei 
Chqpeis may be built, in convjcni^at f^Ur 
ations for the poor of Lon<^oii,And 
Weftminiler, upon the plan of th^ ^r(« 
(Sbisrch qtBatK of which I flia^l Iiertj 
add a ihort account from th^ Reports 
of theSpciety^, 
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EsitraB of an Accmmt (f the Frte 
Church at Bothy btf TaoMAS. ftER- 
NARD, Efq, 

*' The Free Church ia theparifh,^ 
Walcot, at BatJb, was- opeo^d \^ IsJo^ 
vember 1798^ fw the geiieral aikd i»r 
difcviminate ^ccommo^attoa of thf 
poor. The idea was origrnaily fiigj- 
gefted by the Rev. Mr. Daubeny, '^ 
a Sermon delivered at St Margar^t'^ 
Chapel, at Bath, in April 1792; an^ 
afterwards, with the concurrence an4 
upprobation of the Rev. Mr. Sibley, Ui^ 
Reftor of the Parifli, publilhed with aa 
Addrefe to the Inhabitants," 
. * * This difcourfe hiad its due effe<ft cm 
Ifhe audiencci, and feveral handretf 
pouodc^ were iHinaediatelj^ jftibfpri^ 
Anooug tfeerp, tefofe they ;tjuittjed the 
Churqhi Wijtb the example of ibme 
princ^pslifubfcribers^ b^thainotg th^ 
^Jisrgy ftiid Mtyy ithe .Ad^cti^bHNE^, i« 
.. 1.. 1.5 aflxort 
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a fhort time, amounted to c£.2700: 
'Any objeclions which might have oc- 
curred to doubtftil ininds, ^m•e obvi- 
ated by the publication of the plan ; 
which was, that tliough the Church 
%a»^ to be fvee (\X)m all parochial duty 
Jtiid eontroul ; yet it was to be confe- 
cratfed by the bifhop of tlie diocefe, and 
*fefe officiating minifters licenced by the 
^iiiop,* in confirhiation of their ap- 
pointment, by tl>e redor of the parHh ; 
that the' whole area of the building 
^outd be appropriated to the free ac- 
commodation of the common people; 
and the feats in the gallery fliould be let 
out to tradefmen,. and perfons in a ftipe- 
rior rank in life, at fuch prices as might 
furniili a fum fufficient for the fen^ice 
and repairs ; that there fliould be a ftiU 
fervice both morning and afternoon 
every Sunday, and a Sacrament once' a 
month — ^And laftly, that the building 
itfelf. ihould be vefted in tl^uftkct trith 
powers &n<l pv(^ifiota£k«de^ilM« t^^tlie 
— c z purpofe 
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purpofe bf fecuring-it to the public for 
ever, iu conformity ^ to the defign with 
which itwals.priginally conftru^led." 

^' Ever fince the opening, the Church, 
has been very fully and regularly at- 
tended. I wa» at the-evenfhg fervice 
there — ^The gallery indeed, was not 
ahpw'lia^r filled, 'the feats being re; 
reryed for the renters bf'th^m ;^ but the 
aVea "below* contairictl 'ibove'a tlioufaiid' 
ptrforis, decently and "cleanly dfeffed, 
aiid receiving the beheiit of divin^wOr- 
fliip/ with a' degree 'of propriety add at- 
tention,' that made tlfefervite extremely 
a^Yfut and Inipreffivei' ItVas a "fight 
tliat nVuft have giveti^/tfYe greateft fa- 
tisfaHion' i6 every Chriftiaii, who hadf 
ari'(^pd6ftunity ■ of partibipating i A' thisf 
aa'of dev^^on ;VwKilu thi gratitude 




gerne?s^wifK'w^^^ '^kttt^ 

^y^ L 6 favourable 
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favourable omens of the good effe6b 
that may be derived fi^m an eftabliih- 
ment of this truly pious and charitable 
nature*/' - i ' ' * - 

OBS5R V jAXIpNS. 

**Xhe propriety and expediency of 
the.provifiou made in this inflance for 
tb^ jreligious duties and inftrudioxi of 
thepoo^' at Bathy are fo obvious and 
xipqueftianable,^'that. it is difficult ta 
ft?iteaBy reafons^ in their favour, which 
have npt alre^(Jy occurred totlie reader 's^ 
TD(\\nA, on tl^e^^rufal of tl>e foregoing 
account It isf ve.ry apparent,, that the 
pjree Churcli. at Bath muft greatly, con- 
iUibute in. that .place,' to the Improve- 
ment of nwral- and religifaus habits- 
ninojpg me, lower claifes of Society, ta 
tbep^evaleBceof themabliflied Churcn, 
and to itie permaftence aud ftability ox 
internal peace and <;ml.ordeKr • It mult 
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be equally apparent to every one, who 
has turned his attention to the poor in 
London, atid to their means amJ oppor- 
tunities of exercifiiBgtheii* religious du* 
ties,' that feveral fuch Chapels a$ the 
Free Church at Bath, are now wax^ted 
in the nietroppHs, and that, without 
fuch Chapels, the poor, th^ugl^ livitig" 
in a ChvHtiau country^ do not poffefe 
thb'^bibmon benefits of that religion, 
which Its di\nne author addi-eflcd. prin- 
cipally to thevn^ : ' If even with thofe, 
who have had thebleffingof a religious 
edu<!r£tioTi, and have had th^ books of 
revdation opened and explained to them 
—If even in 'theit ini^iance,; religion^ 
^ fewirds of which are diiftant, and 
which » animated only by faith and 
ko^6, will glide by degreiW out of the 
mind, unlefs it be hivigdrated a«^ j^i 
itapt^ff^ by 'external -brtKttances, ^3^ 
flitted <jaUs to WorHiip, aiidi*)y;ttle&!» 
taiy^ infliiaace of exflto^Ie*^;" vfhd 

,:..;.- i "•.;.-.:,. .. .•:... ■ ; ^j 
^j • Quotation from Dr. Johnfon* 

muft 
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muft \ye lexpeft of the ignorant and unr 
educatecl? ,of th6fe who. :are;::preflred 
down.byneeeflSty^ and have no fiip-* 
port derived ffifOm the. tiiitbs of x^vela- 
tiQH, or r fr^nt . the ; principles ; :Qfi ijao- 
raU^y.r" .; :: .r ; , ,_;. :. ; , . ; .) , ! 
:,;jV It/ is -mere: mockery to giveth^ 
name* oS maQmrnodatioh to the )Q>ficQ 
that is jeft for the poor,^;i^'tl^e ajjl^^fs 
gf our :Ghurdies iu:3Lpridouw;iQd?'Weffi 
minifei).; , They arfe Mcithfi^i'^ckpttdito 
the ptrfoTiwance of . the i'lwties jof !|i^|b 
gixnis Wjorfliip, nor i^oiild .tbiey XQ^tdto 
^jiftkih jxaitof tliofit^rMfl ^A^gife C^,69 

arecoBWpientJyrftatfedifbr dheir motjey^ 
theppQri}itJiiWiiiQt.bfi pegle^fed. . 'Jl^j^ 
fl«nild;;as fajj a3ikip<Jnefe!«i;^ afit^fij^^ 
wiU go^ 6^ (i^ViMUf4joi:or»€ jn^r TIj.§y 
iboiSW.': h^vei4h&/a(Iv*ptage of .iheir.re: 
^de^^':;in:'ftr£hA:iftiMjai>4 I?fq|§ft^ 
C0U'li^t; /r^ndf'jindufceineft* p^iJjojLiJ^jhqf 
holdout to J^j^,. fufch aJ;;i^/j^;rias^5T 
cent and comfortable feats would afford, 

-^ to 
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to attend regularly at the eftablifbed 
Church, and to unite with the .reft of 
their fellow-fubjeds, • in th« . gompon 
obifervance of the Sabbath,, and in reli- 
gious worfliip." 



The Free Church at Bath beipg built 
upon a large fcale, coft upwards of 
of, 3500, but Chapels of fmaller dhnenfi- 
oas, .might be built at much lefs expence j 
and perhaps, the regulation of pariihes 
in the metropolis, (which, through the 
difference of religious ^:opinions, are 
certainly in great confufion) might be 
beft effefted by dividing them into Di- 
firi6ls, each d!ftri6t having; a FireChor 
jKly . as an appendage to ;tjie paiilh 
Church. 

l^b circumftance in the innals/6i 
the preifent times, is more to be la^ 
ipented^ as detrimental to^ the. caufe of 
Religion, than the great eftrangement 
•which ;lias. taKen. place '.between the 

lower 
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lower orders of people, and their paro*- 
chial niinifters, who are frequently to- 
tally unknown to each other — Yet, 
•when we confider how large many of 
the pariftie3 in London and Weftmin- 
fter are, and how fcattered the wretched 
abodes of the poorer inhabitants, toge- 
ther with the various means employed 
to alienate the minds of the common 
people, from the minifters of the efta- 
bliflied Church, it muft appear to be 
but' of the power of the parochial 
clergy in London and \Veftminfter, to 
make acquaintance with all their poor pa- 
rifliioners ; for it is not poffible for them 
to. colIeQ; the inhabitants of their re- 
?pe6live parifhes together, to receive 
iheir^ public inftru6lions, or t6 vifit 
Ihem in their own dwellings— r^^ut h6\f 
cafy would the tafk of the parochial 
ininifter bpcome, by having his flocfe 
divided in * this manmei) mio Jeparatc 
cop^regaiiohSj under altiftant^ a<ftir» 
in ftrifl conformity to tlie do6^rines of 

the 
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the Church, and fubje6i to his im- 
inecliate itlfpe^lion I At the fame time, 
how happy would it be for the poor, to 
have the Gofpelthus preached to them 
with jfiuthprity ! This woiik being too 
great for individual to adcompliib, 
the affiitance of the laity, fcenis requi; 
lite to the regulation, of fiarifhes in the 
Uietrop(^is at leaft; and there is no 
doubt,, but that diere may be found iii 
everjr parirfli, zealous members of the 
Church, (rfboth^fexes, wJio would rea- 
dily join with the Clergyirxin!icondu6l*- 
ing ai7y plan Kkidy to comitomfi: the 
miilaken zeal of thofe wl» depiieciato 
the facrodosixler; or to defeat. the evil 
deiigns of others, who wDuldiundermine 
the very foundation of the Church, witte 
the hope, that its overthrow would in- 
yolve that of the ftate. 

A plain funple building; fufficiently< 
Ornamented to difUnguiih it as a pl^co 
of worfliip, with Texts of Scripture 
written upon the walls, and a neat coin- 

munion 
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mimion- table and puipit rnigHt be! 
built for a moderate 'fum ; and'Whd that 
has a due regard for the honour of 
that Holy Religion, which our pious 
forefathers flied their blood to eftablifli, 
would not pr^/o;^ard to niake their 
free-will offerings for fuch a purpofe ? 
Several Chapels have been built in the 
Kingdom, at thefole. ex pence of one 
Lady, * for congregations. of Ja'diflfienent 
pejiuafion ? why thenimay ,weinot hope 
that ^qual zeal will bedifplay^ hy fome 
of the richiaijd indUe 6t outifex; for the 
isntereftsiof the Nx^wmd Church ? — But 
fliQuld the expcnce be found too; heavy 
&n individuals^ lui^fcTipticM^ i might 
eafily be raifed to defray it, ^ Money, I 
atnperfuadi^d, iVKould not be wanting,* 
\v:«re the plan^of i'Z)j/?riS Chapeh ^nc6 
fet on foot. Prefuming, therefore, that 
the fucceis of the Free Church at JBith, 
may lead ;tQ the experiment^. I -wilt 

.' ..;...::. y. ^n; '^o 
♦ The late Counteft Dowag«r of H^tingdon. ^. 

take 
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take the liberty of offering a few deful- 
tory thoughts, concerning the-poifibU 
lity of making them fubfervient to the 
regulation of parifhes in London, and 
other cities, \vitich may be improved 
by abler heads, fhould they be deemed 
worthy of attention. 

Chapels on fo fmall a fcale as thofe 
I have recommended, would require to 
be chiefly appropriated to the poorer 
inhabitants of their refpeftive diftrifts, 
excepting the galleriesf which might 
h« let indifcrimitiately> aiid a pew or^ 
pews fop the domrmittee/ whofe atten- 
daniOe-ki rotation, would^beu great en^ 
couragexnent to the poor ; and indeed/^ 
BO congregation: is complete, but that,: 
iii which both rich and poor meet tQge-»t 
ther, to praife aiid worfliip^ that Gody\ 
who is no refpefter of perfons. 

On fitting up a Chapel of this kind,^ 
rows of neat conimodious.Keachesj, di- 
vided into numbered- jjeats^ fof^ifn^re-^ 
gular congregation^ fhould,,! think,. be 

provided, 
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provided, and feats for thechildren of 
the Sunday Schools belonging t» the 
diftri^l, * leaving an open fpace in the 
middle, with common forms for ftran- 
gers. 

After providing and furniihing thcfe 
Chapels, the next thing to be confi- 
dered, is how to coUeft a congr^atioiiy 
for it is to be feared, that the number of 
poor people in London, who in the 
prefent ftate of religion amongft thenh^ 
would avail tbemfelves of the benefit of 
a Free Chapel, from motives of pidy 
and attachment to the national Church, 
would be, cofti^aratively, fmall-^How- 
ever, it muft.be a work wortiiiy of the 
full exertion of Chriftian Chaiity, t^ 
mnfouh, and \6 colleft togd:her fuch 
Jirayjheep as may yet be recovered; in 

♦ Were pariihes divided into diilri£hi .Sunday 
Schools might be condudled under the eye of the 
minifterj tnd the Committee of each diftrid, witli- 
out the danger idf their beeig perverted to ill pur- 
pofes« ■• 

order 
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6rdei" to fold them under their proper 
pqftars ; for this purpofe, they muft be 
fought for aniongft a mived multitude. 

Such ah undertaking would, I pre- 
fiinie/ require a Select Committee to 
conduftit — ^Thofe benevolent perfons, 
who attend to the temporal diftreffes of 
the mdtgent, would have the moft 
weight on inch an occafion. For the 
mode of proceeding, I muft refer to the 
Example of the Clergy of a Ikrge diftri6l, 
ih the diocefe of Lincoln*;* vi^. that of 
procuring a lift of the poorer inhabit- 
ants of the diftri^, claffed according 
to their religious profeffions, whether 
of the Church of England, or bplorig- 
, ing to diffenting Congregations.' 

The bufmefs of making this X\ft^{ 
fhoukl not be trufted to ignorant peo|-^ 
pie, as it requires fame aiddrefs, and' 

• • :• <: . . . . ]. r. 

* Sie the Rcpof t of the Glei-gy of tliat iiftr'ift, 
w&icb inclttded amiinki^tff {ttfrifhts^ ind-^j^Ie^f 

more 
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more patience than hirelings can be 
expefted to exercife^ to make the poor 
underftand what is intended ; and par- 
ticulai? caneilioUild be taken at the out- 
fet, and after wards j to avoid raifing 
animofities among perfons of diflFerent 
religious opinions. 

The poor people may, be told, for in- 
ftance, that ^^ the objeft in view, is to 
build a Ghapel, for the accommodation 
of fuch members of the Church of Eng- 
knd, as capfiot get feats in the pariih 
Church ; that none will be compelled 
to go to the Chapel againft tl;ieir incli- 
nations, but that it is neccffary to take 
a lift, in order to afcertain the number 
of the congregation as nearly as pof- 
fible, that feats may. be provided for 
then);* and that thofe who fliall, by 
their regular attendance on public wor- 
ihip, prove that they are defirous of do- 
ing, their duty, will be notiqed by their 
fuperiors, and rewarded accordingly, if- 
it fllall appear upon -enquiry, that they 

lead 
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lead good lives ; and that they will derive 
fuqh a^lfai^tages of advice and inftruc- 
ti^p,:from keeping. to thpir proper iiuni-r 
fter, as thofe cannot have, who ramble 
from o^e place of .worflijp to another. 
In making out the liflv thofe poor ign<?r. 
rant creatures, who have never been,in 
the habit of going ,jtO;^ny place ofwor- 
ihip, and all who fljall: appear to have 
no fixed opinions^ may be claimed by 
the Chvxch.\Yit|);th,c utmoft propriety; 
for y^fj^rcwdl a^jjrpid', that the Saviour 

of the'^yayld^vtill ^^9^9hf^^Wy ^^^ *^^t 
tjie angeb.of hesri^eji will rejoice ,at 
their repeiiJtan^ife,. J- . ' , ,; 

At t^i9i*.,time^,,p^.jjiji.akinjg the lift, a 
numbeiCjd ticket n;iay l^^jgiyen to each 
perfgn, whq ; fh»U . . pW^is . a , • d^fire , to, 
bplong to , t^ j9^ngr^a^ipB, to,entitiQ 
themreipe^iy(|ly^ \o ^ ^Si^^f}^9S^^. 
in..t^Chapql, Tjrjt^^hf 'fjpKceJ^on^iijg 
num^ben . This Vj»^il^ii^fi r^rjded ws^ anr 

When 
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When any 6ne removeii ttoih the 
diftrift, he may be required to deKver 
lip this ticket, in exchange for wbtdt, 
^le may receive a tefti7mnialy to recom- 
mend him to tire Committee of another 
diftrift. If a regifter book is kept, -an- 
fwering to the tic^kets, it M'ili be eify to 
mark abjeniees, by oMerring the wwm-* 
hers of the empty feats. 
• Common F*rayer Books and Bibles 
may be furniflicd at An eafjr- expence, 
by means of the Society for prbmbting 
Ghriftian Knowledge: and while the* 
Chapel is preparing, '^tnuch good niaj?^ 
be done, by expkining to fuch as are 
ignorant, the dififcreht parts of the 
Commoh Prayer 'B6dk\ for one great 
taufe' of tht poor peopled forfaking th6 
diiirch is,'<hat Fiafi^-waTit m being wetf 
atqualfnted Avith the Service, iJhey make 
nb' accobrit of the iPniyer^, but tfiinfe:' 
Hdigion confiife itt'thfofeJTeeftw^^, wmch 
are excited ti^limriig^^fSrtrionis, deli- 
vered with extraordinary energy; and 

4 
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to keep up thefe feelings, they fre- 
quently go from place to place to heai*^ 
one preacher after another. x-^ 

The neglefl of pfalmody in fomc, 
pariihes, and the confining it to a fet 
of fingers in others, are frequent caufes? 
of the common peoples* preferring me- 
thodift meetings to the church. It will 
therefore be advifeable to encourage ail 
the men and women who have good 
voices, to join with the clerk and the 
Sunday Scholars in finging pialms. 
\ In order to attach the poor tq ^hc 
- congregation, it would be expedient to 
eftablilh a fund for the purpofe of 

SUNDAY GIFTS- 

Tliefe might confift either of tickets 
to a foup (hop for the next Sunday's 
dinner, or a fliare of parUh money, &Q, 
In many parishes there are periodical 
diftributions of money, formerly be- 
queathed to be laid out in coals, bread» 
ScQ, The difpenfing of thefe legacies is 

yoL. IT. M ia 



d by Google 



S42 OECONOMY OF CHARITT, 

in fome meafurc difcretionary, the: Mh 
aiifter, Pariih Officers, or Truftees of 
the charity having the power of mak- 
ing-'a fele6lion among a number of ob- 
jecte : this difcretiofnary power is often 
pmdu&ive of great trouble to them- 

-felves ; and when a gift is in view, the 
poor are tempted * to lofe that time in 
purfuit of it, which might be more pro- 

."perly and nioie advantageoufly em- 
ployed in their daily labour. In fomfC 
places it is the cuftom to give thefe 

'gftfts in bread at the church; this infal- 

JiUy draws a number of people toge- 
ther^ but it has been remarked "that 
fome of them do not come till the fer- 
vice is nearly over, and that others go 
no farther than the church door; or 
that if they do attend the fervice cm 

• It IS to be feared that a Sunday Friendly So* 
cicty including the poor themfelves, like that at 
Winfton, (of which there is an account iii page ) 
' 3VouId not be pra^cable in London. 

thefe 
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tbcfe OGcafions, they abfent thenrfelves 
when there are no loaves to be diftri- 
bated. Nothing of this fort would be , 
the cafe, rf a regular attendance upon 
public woffliip was made the condkioii 
of receiving a ftare in thefe donations. 

In the metropolis there are many 
valuable gifts and legacies at thedifpofal 
of the city companies ; thefe might be 
rendered highly ferviceable tothecaufe 
of religion, if no poor p^rfon could ob- 
tain a fliare of thofe, intended for mem- 
bers of the eftabliihed church, without 
producing a teftimonial of his being a 
regular attendant upon a particular 
copgregation. 

It cannot be fuppofed that any cha- 
ritable Donor or Teftator could defign 
tQ encourage impiety and immorality, 
by furnifliing tlie poor with the means 
of indulging their vices — a purpofe to 
which gifts and bccafional colle6iions 
are, at the end of a broken day, fre- 
quently applied: we may rather fup^ 

H S pofe 
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pofe that thefe Bcquefts and Donations 
were intended to help and comfort the 
hejl livers among them, and what can 
be a better general mark of good living 
than a religious obfervance of the Sab- 
bath-Day^ which is likely to lead to 
the pradice of ev^ry vutue, and wth- 
out which, no Chriftian can juftly be 
reckoned a good liver ? And would it 
not be far better to employ a compulfion 
founded on the law qfkindnefsy in order 
to fill the Houfe of God, and bring 
back thofe who have alienated them- 
felves from their Almighty Governor, 
than to have recourfe to the rigorous 
enforcement of penal laws ? 

Tliough Chriftian Charity forbids 
that we fliould fuffer even the worft of 
iinners to periili for want of help, it Ls 
pprfeftly agreeable to the precepts of 
our excellent religion, to make a dif- 
crimination in the difpenfipgof alm% 
ia favour of thofe who lead the life of 
Chriftians. JVhilc we Jfove opportunity, 

fays 
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fays the Apoftle, let us do good unto all 
meny.efpeciallif to thofe that are of the 
Houfehold of Faith, On this divide 
maxim the propofed plan of Sunday • 
Gifts is founded ; it is calculated to 
affift thofe who frequent the Houfe of 
their Heavenly Father, and to in- 
fli6l.a temporary punifliment on Sabbath^ 
break^s^ to which they may put an 
end themfelvei^, as foon as they pleafe, 
Jl)y=;repouncing the crime. 

I am very fefifible that this plan is 
not equally pradicable in all places ; 
to givjEr .it full effica<^)', it is requifite 
tlmt Miuifters, Parifli. Officers, Truftces 
of Legacies, &c. fliouldumte with the 
opulent inhabitants; and even where 
this general concurrence is found, ob- . 
fiacles may arife from local fitiiation, 
^(pecially in the metropolis, arid its en- 
virons. But I am perfuaded, that un« 
der every ^if^^v^antage (in remote 
.towns and villages at lead) it may be 
produdlve of fome benefit, if fach per- 
.. M 3 fons 
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fon9 as approve of it, will exert thei? 
own particular influence as far as it 
goes. 

It may be faid, From whence is the 
Fund to arife for furnifliing the expeft- 
.cd Rewards, in places where there are 
no Parochial Gifts to difpenfe ? — I an- 
fwer, that the fums ufually given in 
private benefaSiofiSj of moneys pr&vt/iMS 
and clothings would be fbtind adequate 
150 the purpofe, provided the pfeiri was 
properly adhered to. If thofe who are 
accuftomied to help the poor' in istfly 
rtay^ will but make known in a kind 
manner, to their *r^fpe6live dependants^ 
their ref(d!nt]on to countenance none 
but thofe who are on the arierfy lijiy I 
will venture to fay, they will Iboh fefe 
their indigent neighbours fhtidtous to 
have their names fet down, as rtaembert 
<of a congregaticm. Let us not with 
too nitre a fcrntiny inquire intethe mo^ 
thes which incline thtm at firft to make 
libe application; rather kt uis reckon ft 

a great 
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St great point gained, that the poor can 
by anj/ means be brought to the Houfe 
of God; and this end accomplifhed, 
let us ufe our utmoft endeavours to 
keep them to their duty by helping 
tfheir neceffities; humbly trufting in 
tlie goodnefe of God to blefs the 
undertakings and complete the good 
work. 

Many poor perfons may have fallen 
into the iU habit of Sabbath-breaking,- 
through cauies very remote from c<?»- 
tempt ^ the Dmne Commandmenty and 
Ikiay eafily be prev^led upon to amend 
their lives in this particular. Wheth^ 
this opinion is well founded or not, 
certain it is, that thofe wIki employ^ 
and thofe who occaiionally relieve the 
poor, have great influence over them; 
and this influence, iurely, cannqt be 
Inore prc^rly exerted, than in urging 
them to do their duty, by making theif 
attendance on public worftip a condi^ 
tion of their receiving that kind afiift^* 
n 4f ^uce 
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ance for which they look up to their 
fuperiors. 

Thofe wlto comply at firft with a view 
to their worldly intereft, being put ia 
a M'ay of receiving inftru6lion which 
they would otherwife mils, may aft in 
time from a better principle, and be at 
length efFeftually reformed — at leaft the 
experiment is worth making, if it were 
only for the fake of their children, 
many of whom will otherwife lofe the 
Iqfting benefit which Sunday School* 
are intended to procure for them. 

It may be faid, perhaps, that it is 
wrong to hold out temporal advantage* 
as allurements to the poor to attend t^e 
public worihip of God ; but this objec- 
tion, I hope, will vanilh, when it is con-' 
fidered,that atthecreation Gopnot only 
JanQified the feventh day, but ble^d it 
alfo; and from the words of the fourth 
Commandment it appears, that the 
bleffin^ was partly of a temporal na- 
turc^ confifting in re/i frqm bodily la^ 
% . . . l^our; 
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tew/?; but this reft will afford very 
little refrefliment, without food to 
fuflain the ftrength of the body; ac-. 
cordingly we find, that when the Lorp 
eiyoined to the Ifraelites in the wilder- 
nefs a ftri^ ohfervance of the,. Sabbath^ 
he gracioufly beftowed a doubk portion 
offnanna as a pn>vifion for that Holy 
Day ; thus inftru6ling his people, to 
the end; of time, to provide for tl^e 
poor and needy (when miraculous fup* 
plies ihould ceafe) that fuftenance fot^ 
the Sabbath Day, which they cannot 
gain for themfelves* It is easy to ap- 
ply this obfervation to the prefeiit time 
of fcarcity, when thofe who labour dur- 
ing the fix days of the week, not being 
able to earn bread for therafclves and 
their families from day to day, muft 
pine away the facred hours of holy reft 
in penury and wretcbednefe, with their 
fiarving families arouod them, unlefs 
the hand, of Charity bjeftpw3 the Sun- 
day Gift- 

M 5 Ano"* 
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Another argument in fiivonr oFthefo 
GifW may be drawn from the exaAtfAe 
cf our bleflfed Saviour. When the 
multitude followed him ta heaf hia 
doctrine, he had compaffion upon t^ehr 
all, men, women, and children, beeauie 
ihey had nothing to eat^ and he ximtld 
iiotfend them aidayfafting: Our Loftn^ 
^Ifo repeatedly recommended the per- 
fbrmanee ofa&s of mercy on the *Sr6- 
bath Dayj and reproved thofe who had 
more regard for their cattlfe than for 
their fellow creatures. What then would 
he fay to thcrfe of the prefeiit day whofe 
cattle have food in abundance, while 
the poor of the land are often delKtiite 
of a morfel of bread on that facred day, 
which from the beginning of the weriSd 
has been, by divine appointment, not 
it day offq/iing and mortijicathn^ but 
a holjffejiif&al to the Lord. " 

ShouW the rich and affluent, who 

have fljcwtt fuch ^ tender regard for the 

diilrefles of the poor, take this matter 

4 into 
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intb ibrious co&fideration, there is no 
doubt but that a pbrtian of their 
bounty would be devoted to die iervice 
6f thefan£lttaryi in the way of Sunday 
Girrs. 



As a proof that I have not been: ve* 
commeading a rifiofiary impradioable 
feheme, in the foregoing propofa) of 
making Parochial GiftSy &c. ftibfervi- 
ent to the religious oblervance of the 
Sabbath Day among the poor, I ihall 
beg leave to give a fhort account of an 
Experiment of this kind which was 
made in a populous town in the vici- 
nity of London, where there was per* 
haps as little pro(pe£i; of its fncceeding^ 
as in any place that can be named; 
and where the rdburces for the distri- 
butions were fmall, in compariibn with 
ihe numbers of poor people who claimed 
H iliare in them. 

The plan adopted was this : a little. 
fra£t, containing the plan^ together 
M 6 with 
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with a ** Friendly Remonjirance ad- 
drcffkdto the Poor, concerning tie Duty 
^keeping the Sabbath holy^ " was printed* . 
This tra6); was given, individually, by 
the writer of it, to fuch of the poor 
inhabitants of the place as had been 
accuftomed to partake of the gifts, with 
an earaeft, but friendly expoftulation, 
on the fad pra6);ice they had fallen into 
of profaning the Sabbath. The gene- 
rality of them agreed that it was very 
wrong to ftay from church, and ex-, 
prefled a wifli that circumftances would 
admit of their attending; but they 
feemed to think there were infuperable 
obftacles in their way; two only at- 
tempted to ju/iify themfelves, by fay- 
ing, ** they muft take the Sabbath for 
the purpofes of walhing their linen and 
cleaning their houfes :"— thefe perfons 
foou yielded to the reaibns that were 
offered ; and one of them became a re- 
gular attendant both morning and af- 
ternoon. The mod prevailing excufe 

amongft 
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amongil the women was, the want of 
Sunday apparel : this was filenced by 
arguments. 

The following ad vertifement was pre- 
fixed to the remonfirance : 



'\To the Poor of 



** From afincere defire to promote the 
honour of God and the happinefs of 
their fellow-creatures, the friends of 
the poor of this place have come to a 
refolution to extend their kindnefs and 
charity to none who will not attend 
Public Worihip; and that they may 
know who do lb, and who do not, 
tickets are now fent to every perfon that 
is likely to (land in need of affiftancQ 
from their fuperiors. 

'^ One of thefe tickets you are to 
leave with 

every time you go to Public Worfliip, 
in order to ihew that you attended; 
and that your name may be put in a 
Hft, which will be kept of orderly, re- 
gular 
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gular people^ deferving of notice, whom 
thofc of ability are defiFOus to. diftin-' 
guifli by thjeir favour. 
' *? Witfi this view gift* of every kind 
will be diftributed to thofe, and thofe 
only, who ihew a regard to piety and 
morality, by keeping the Sabbath Day 
holy, and letting a good example to 
children and yonth. Such peribns as 
ihall hereafter live in the habit of Sab- 
bath-breaking will be looked upon at$ 
tin worthy of regard 

• ^^ Allowance will be made for women 
who have very young children. If 
ftich perfons cannot poffibly get theif 
infants looked after in their abfence 
they had better ftay at home, becaufe 
they wfll not be able to attend to the 
fei'vice themfelves, and the child may 
difturb the congregation; but they 
are defired to fend in their names, that 
they may not be forgotten, ' 

• " Sick people of courfe muft be ex* 
Cufed; but it is expelled that they fend 

in 
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m 6he of the tickets on which i» print* 
ed *^ Prevented by Sieknejs.'* 

"Thofe into whefe^hanA the foflow* 
ing Rtrmnftrance may felF, are ear- 
trestly requellcd to^ read and hear it 
with attention, that they may not gOf 
to the House of God for worldly 
gniny (like the multitude who fbilowccf 
6ur Saviour for the loaves ztiA Jtjhesjj 
but ^th hearts fertouily difpofed t6 
h&ilr the xcord of Grars and ifo it, " 

With the tta6l were given to each 
ipetitinjiv printed ficketSy^ as follow — 
^' Attended Public PFbrJhip^-^'' Pre- 
t^enied 6y Sicknefi f withthe name of 
the perfons to whom they were given 
written upon them. ^ 

The Hemonftrance was^ miiverfelly 
»ca^ and received by thofe to whom it 
was addrefTed as kindly intended ; and 
the Tickets were regarded as an tamest 
of a benefit, which it depended upon 
^mfelves to fecure; — Oa the enfuing 
Sunday the poor peopie flocked to 

Church, 
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Churcbi both men and women, in great 
numbers, behaved very properly during 
the time of divine fervice, and left; their 
Tickets with the Pew opener, who flood 
ready to receive them at the Church 
door. 

Inquiry was made the next day, after 
thofe who fent their Tickets for Sick* 
ne/sy and fome relief afforded to fuch 
as flood in need of it: but feveral of 
them had the advantage of weekly pajr 
from Friendly Societies 

After the poor had attended three 
Sundays, each received a note ii>r a 
loaf of bread, to be Jiad on the day 
following, at thp baker's, whofe name 
was inferted in the Ticket; with this 
they went quietly home, and had no 
farther trouble than to go themfelves^ 
or fend a child; the next day for the 
loaf But as this mode of diflribqtipn 
was found troublefome to the diftribu- 
tor, the following was fubflituted for jt.* 
The Tickets >yhich the poor had deli- 
vered 



d by Google 



ADDRESSED TO LADIES. 257 

vered in were forted, and the Notes 
4nade out from them, were fent, by 
means of the Sunday Scholars, to the 
poor at their own houfes. 

As fome of the perfons who had been 
accuftomed to have the gifts belonged 
to a Congregation of Proteftant Diffen- 
ters, who joined with the members of 
the Eilablifhment in fupporting the 
Sunday School, notes wer^ fent to their 
Miniiler for them ; and when this gen- 
tleman made his diilributions, Notes 
were fent by him to fuch of the Church 
pf England people on the lift as ufed to 
fliare them in former winters. 

In this manner about two hundred 
poor people were riepeatedly fupplied 
with bread and coals, for feveral fuc- 
ceffive winters, to the general fatisfac* 
tion of all parties. — The. bafkets pro* 
vided for the accommodiition of lying 
in women, were lent to thofe only who 
were on the lifts. When the people 
had given in all their Tickets, they re- 
ceived 
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ceived them back again. It was very 
pleafant to obferve fuch as had given 
conftant attendance defirous of having 
the circumftance remarked, and re-^ 
quefting a frefli fupply of Tickets ; but 
it would have faved much trouble if a 
Jarger number had been given at firft. 
Many women were under the neccf*^ 
fity of bringing children with them ;- 
and now and then there was a little 
difturbance with the very young in* 
fonts ; but thofe of two or three yearar 
old behaved in general fo well, that 
there was no wfh to keep their motherf 
at home on their account Befidei the 
Benefit which it is to be hoped the 
minds of the poor received from fre** 
^uently affembling together, for the 
purpofe of keeping the Commandment 
of iJierr God, they probably derived* 
advantage to their health by the prac- 
tJice of cleaning themfelves once a 
week. . Indeed the gradual improve^ 
' ^ wicnl 
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meht in their appearance was very 
ilriking. 

Thofeperionft whoh^dabfented them- 
feves from Church without fefading ^ 
Ticket of Sicknefe, were excluded from 
the benefit 

The diftributions were limited to the 
ivinter feafon, becaufe mod of the poor 
were obliged to abfent tbcmfelves ill 
the fummer ta gather fruit, &c. or to 
go to hay-making and harveft work at 
dilkut plaeesi The gift Bftoiiey diftrP 
buted in the courfe of the winter, ii** 
eluding foine priTa4:e donations, diet 
BOt exceed <f.4<X 

This plan went on cjttremfcfy well for 
ieveral years^ but a hard wiftter follow-, 
ing, the marfager of it beiftg ovei*come 
by the importunity of the Ahfehtees 
(many of whom werte in great diftrefi 
for coals) broke through thepreferibed 
liiles ; in cofifequentje of which thd 
trouble became^Bfterwards too great 
for (toe individual, efpecially when fome 

principal 
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l^Tinc\pB\p€CuniaKt/ re/bimes failed ; and 
the plan is fu/pended, as iniprafticable, 
while provifions continue fo dear ; but 
p6t without the hope and intention of 
fi renewal in better times, ihould it 
pleafe Gop to fend them, 
r It niuft be conj^ffed that many of 
the poor who ufed^ to be conftant at 
public wor£hip while, this method was 
purfued/ now ftay away; but there is 
reafon to think it is chiefly through 
depreffion of fpirit$, from hard necef* 
fity, or for want of apparel to makcji 
decent appearance;, for many otherafi;iU 
continue conftant in their attendance^ 
and it .would be very bard to pafe a 
judgment uppn the reft as hyp(hrit€Sf 
without, hearing their apology from 
their own mputhi^. This is certain^ 
that the poor may be eafily induoed to 
go to church, and that Got) is 1k>* 
noured when his day is/^kept holy,5 
therefore every meai|s.o ihould be em^ 
ployed for filling his hourfe. .When the 
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. king in the pkrable made a great fup- 
per, to which thofe M^ho had worldly 
pofleflGons would not go as mvited 
gtiejis ; his fervants were ordered to go 
out into the llreets and lanes of the 
city, and into the highways and hedges 
in the country, and compel thofe who 
were in them to come in that his houfe 
might be Jilled, The duty of thofe who 
profefs themfelves to be the fervants of 
God is therefore plainly written — they 
may certainly make ufe of that influ- 
ence over the lower orders M'hich afflu- 
ent circumftances and fuperior rank 
give them, to compel thofe who Hand 
n need of their bounty to go to public 
worfhip; but this compulfion ihould 
be accompanied with plain demonftra- 
tions of charity and good will ; or the 
end will not be anfwered. 

It is probable that the fame motives 
which would operate with the fathers 
and mothers of families, to attend pub- 
lic worfliip at j)iarifH Churches or dif- 

tria 
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trift Chapels) would not influence ^ow«^ 
perfonsy who aie too generally given up 
to the purfuit of pleafure and araufe* 
ment on the Sabbatli-day — Nothing; 
it is to be f eaied^ will reftrain the li- 
centioufiiefs of thofe who have thu$ 
broke loofe from the bounds of dnty, but 
putting obftacles in . the way of tlieir 
jrapiQus purfuits^--Whilft boats or horfes 
are to be hired, or ftage-coaches are fuf- 
fered to run on the public roads at all 
hours of the Sunday, the Churches 
wUl not number many of the London 
youths amongft their congregations--r 
Yet it certainly would be very hard to 
hinder apprentices, &c. from taking the 
frefli air of tlie countiy — Probably the 
expedient of Sunday Frkndly Socktm 
.amongft them, with the condition d 
their attending public worfliip at th^ 
places to which they make their excur- 
fions, and ayoidijjg fceoes of riot, &€. 
would dofomegood; but the evil rsi 
^cat, almoft bej'ond th^e h0j>« of ^ c^ 
. medy, 
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jnedy, till the regulation of the Sabbath, 
Ihall become a branch of an improved 
police. 

Among the Sunday Gifts, religious 
Books will make a moft valuable part, 
and thefe may be purchafed at an ealy 
expenie by fubfcribing to 

THE SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING 
CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE. 

This excellent Society (to which" I 
have already frequently referred) is fo 
diflfufively known, that it may perhaps 
be thought fuperfluous to defcribe it ; 
but as there are among orthodox Chrif- 
tians numbers of people of opulence 
and benevolence, whofe names are not 
in the lift o^ fubfcribing Members^ I 
muft fuppofe them ignorant of the ex- 
iftence of this . moft beneficial aflbcia- 
tion, and will therefore add a Ihort 
fketch of its origin and defign. 

About the latter end of the year 1 6ft8 
a few gentlemen formed themfelv^ 

into 
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into a voluntary Society for the purpofc 
of promoting the real and praftical 
knowledge of* true religion, by fuch 
methods as appeared to them, from 
time to time, conducive to this end ; 
and their plan has been to prombtc 
and encourage the erefting of Charity 
Schools in all parts of the kingdom, and 
to difperfe, both at home and in foreign- 
parts, BibleSj Common Prayer Booksj 
and various other religious Books and 
Tra8s. This Society alfo contributes 
to the fupport of feveral miffionaries in 
the Eaji Indies, and one in the Scilly 
I/lands. 

There are at prefent upwards of 
2000 fubfcribing and correfponding 
members, in Great Retain and foreign 
parts, many of them Ladies: more 
than 200 members were chofen in the 
courfe of laft year. The ufual fub- 
fcription is One Guinea. All the mem- 
bers are furniflied with the Books and 
Tradls «pon the Society's catalogue on 
5 very 
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very low terms, which catalogue is ia- 
ferted in a book, containing an ac- 
count of the proceedings of the So- 
ciety, with the anniverfary fermon fent 
annually to each memben 

A perfon, defiious of becoming a 
member, muft be recommended by two 
of the members, according to a pre- 
fcribed form, *' As being well qfeSied 
to the Khig and his Government ; and 
to the Church of England as by lam 
^ablijhed,'' &a 

. The receipts jof the Society for the 
1^(1 year, including legacies and the 
intdreft of money in tlie funds, amount- 
ed to nearly £. 1 1,000, and the follow- 
ing is an ab(lra6i of the number of 
Books and Tra&s fimt to the members 
laft year. 



VOL, II, K Biblcft 
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Bibles ....... ^,890 

New Teftaments andPfalters 6, 873 
Comihon Prayers . . . 10,058 
Other bound Books . . 17,435 
Small Trafts .... 89,759 



In all . . 131,995 

Nothing farther need be faid to 
prove the importance of this Society. 
But it muft affocd infinite fatisfaftion 
to the friends of the Church Eftablijh"' 
fnenty f o know that there is fuch a pha-^ 
h?t!r of Orthodoxy afting as guardians 
of its rights, and oppofing the defigns 
of its efnemies. 

It is a very great benefit to Charity 
Schools to bdfiipplied t^rth books upon 
the eafy terms of the Society; and thofe* 
charitable perfons who are defirous of 
doing good aniongft the adult poor, by 
fupplying them with religious Books and 
tra6ls, find it ytxy fatisfaftory to have 
\ ' : thteir 



d by Google 



ADDHfeSSED TO LAUIE*. ^7 

tlieir judgment dire6led in the choice 
oif.thofe which are good and proper. 
Not even the fmalleft Tra^t is admitted 
upon the catalogue, without being re^d 
and examined by feven members of 
the Society, after which it muft be bal- 
lotted for at the public board Happy- 
would it be for the poor, were every 
book defigned for them, fubjeft to the 
like fcrutiny 1 

A very laudable experiment has beett 
making in the metropolis upon a finalt' 
fcale for promoting the knowledge of 
-orthodox Chriftianity, and the praSice 
^f piety among the lower orders with- 
in the laft few years, by an aflbciatioa 
which has taken the hutnble naihe of 
the Endeavour Society^ of which an a<>- 
<:ount will be given in the Appendix. 

I have alreacly taken- a wide rangte' 
in a very extenfive field, but I cannot 
conclude, without mentioning a large 
c'lafs of people^ who, though not ta be 
Tanked amongft thofe who go tind«r 
N a the 
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the denomination of the Poor, depend 
very much upon Ladies for their fup- 
port; I mean thofe females, who have 
no means of gaining a livelihood for 
themfelves and their families, but by 
their own induftry ; and who are often 
reduced to great diftrefs by finding the 
places they are qualified to fill, occu- 
pied by men. I am happy to fay, that 
within thefe few years, fajhion has^ in 
many inftances, joined hands with bene-' 
mlence, in giving patronage and encou- 
mgement to female induftry and inge-^ 
nuiijf ; not only by employing women 
in preference to men, as ftay-makers, 
&c; &c. but in fome branches of fe- 
male .education, from which they were 
formerly excluded. 

Tlie fafhionable world has alfo fet the 
example, of a mod ufeful Inftitution, 
for the accommodation of perfons, 
(chiefly of the female fex) who when 
they cannot difpofe of the produce of 
their induftry, fuflfer great difappoint- 

mcnt 
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ment and inconvenience. I iliall be 
underftood by the Ladies o^ London and 
Bathy to allude here to thofe eftablifla- 
nients cajled Cheap Repojitories *, and 
for the information of country Ladies, 
I add the following account. 

Extrad; from an Account of the JBa{^ 

Repojttorjfy for the benefit if, the 

. Poor, by Mr3. Bernard. , .^^\^ 

'* Towards the end of the year ,1.^9^^ 
a Repofitory was opened at Bath by fe^ 
veral Ladies, for the reception of wo^k^ 
of induftry and ingenuity, to be,- fold 
for the benefit of the poor. It is fup- 
ported by fubfcription, and is cond^fiicd 
by a Committee of. Ladies, chofen fronj 
among the fubfcribers ; of whom^ op^ 
attends the fale every day from twelve 
to three, and three or four meet on Sa- 

♦ Mentioned before in page 119. 

N 3 turd^, 
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turday, to look over the books, and pay 
the poor people. During the two fiift 
years, articles were fold for the benefit 
of two hundred poor perfons, and the 
receipts amounted to <£. 1133 lls^ 4d. 
— ^The laft year's receipt was ,£.700. 

" There are at prefent fixty-three 
jpoor women, who regularly bring their 
librk> and con>e every Saturday, to be 
paid fcr fuch part as is fold ; many of 
them are widows with large familiei^. 
and fome very infirm, particularly one 
poor woman, who employs herfelf in 
making ftay-Iaces, and is paralytic ; fa 
much fo, as to be unable even to lift 
her head from her pillow. Her work 
is remarkably neat,, and well done; and 
Ihe hot only earns fome addition to her 
means of fubfiftence, but relieves her- 
felf from the wearinefs of many painful 
hours; The articles fold, confift of fets. 
of child-bed linen for the poor, fhifts,. 
fliirts, (lockings^ gloves, garters, laces,, 
purfes, rugs, and the like. 

" Thofe 
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. '' Thefe.ar* chiefly thfe work of the 
poor ; befides which, there are allkiud* 
of fancy works contributed by the La- 
dies, and fold for the benefit of partir 
cular poor perfons, whofe names are 
written on each articte, and who attend 
to receive the money ; it being a rule 
that the poor objc^, for whofe benefit 
any charitable perfon may wilh to em* 
ploy her ingenuity, ftould be the bearer 
of the work, his or her name being 
picketed upon it by the donor; and 
ilipuid, in peifon, receive the money. 

** The plan isfimilar to that adopted 
in London ; the fubftance of its regu- 
lations being the fame, except where it 
has been deemed expedient to omit any 
part, or vary the form of them, from lo- 
»cal circumftances, or the relative fitu- 
ation of the two cities. With it is* 
conne6led a very ufeful charity, for 
lending oiit child-bed lineti to the poor^ 
The School of Induftry at Baili alf€>' 
receives aflillance from it, by its affbrdr 
v ^ ing 
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ing a vent for the work of the chil- 
dren. 

"A charity box is placed at the door 
of the apartment ; into which, to pre- 
vent the inconvenience that might arife 
from idle curiofity, fixpence is requefted 
to be put by thofe who do not piirchafe 
any thing." 

OBSERVATIONS* 

'' The objea of this Tnftitution, (to 
nfe the words of its conduftors) is the 
encouragement of induftry, in all de- 
fcriptions of perfons reduced to diftrefs, 
by affording them a ready fale for the 
articles which are admitted into theRe- 
pofitory, at the price iixed by the own- 
ers ; the value whereof is paid to them 
without any deduftion, as foon as they 
are fold. 

" This Charity is very beneficial; 
not only in the means of acceptable 
employment which it affords to the 

poor, 
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poor, but in the ufeful occupationi 
which it affords to . tlie rich ; convert- 
ing caprice and fafliion into iburces of 
relief, and making the amufementsi of 
the idle and the yonng, contribtftory to 
charity and benevolence. Amid tbe 
pleafures and diffipation of Bath, it 
muft be no fmall fatisfa6tion to thofe 
parents, whofe health obliges families 
to be occafionally refident there, that a. 
place of amufement of this kind fhoiiki 
be opened for their children, and that 
it fhould be powerfully recommend^ 
by fafliion : — a place, where they may^ 
at an early age, be inftrufted to em- 
ploy the means, and enjoy th€ gratifi- 
cation of being ufeful to the poor, and 
of foothing and relieving their diftreffes. 
For it muft occur to them, before it 
can be fuggefted, that habits of thisi 
kind, when at an early and teachaHe 
age, they are acquired and enjoyed, 
will remain through life a blefling, and 
an ornament to the pofleffor, 

n5 " Par- 
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" Particular circumftances, in Batb 

and London, may make this charitjr 

peculiarly proper and commendable j 

bnt. there is no county town in Eng- 

JfiDd, where the rich may not derive 

:pkafure,' the poor receive benefit, and 

•fopiety in. general be improved, by tlie 

imitation of this example. It is oa 

■>thU. account that I have ventured,, 

jduring a fhort ftay at Bath, to prepare 

}k ftate^ment of a few of tlie particulars* 

of jthis charity, in the hope of makingi 

ili.more extenfively known, and of re- 

• commending it for adoption.. 

6th December, 1799 *•'*■ 

\24mongft the number of thofe that 

, have been benefited through the me* 

dium of Cheap Repq/iioriesy were many 

♦ Having omitted to mention it in the proper- 
place, I beg leave to recommend here, as a mofi* 
ufeful way of helping the indigent, the lending- 
Spinning Wheels to poor women in the winter- 
' feafon, fupplying them with flax or wool,, and pay- 
ing them foi: their workt. 

French 
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t^rench Emigrants^ who found ready 
purchafers, not only for the orna- 
mental works, which a pohflied educa- 
tion had taught them to excel in, but 
for various articles of drefs, which a fad 
leverfe of fortune made them defirous' 
to difpofe of. In the Ladies of Britain, 
thefe unfortunate foreigners met with 
thofe, who might be truly called the' 
Strangers Frimds — But let me not arro- 
gate to my Sex the fole merit of that 
charity, which in the hour of fevere 
diftrefs, afforded fuccour, fupport, and 
proteAion to thofe who were the na- 
tural enemies of their country, for the 
A61 was a general^ a National owe,. and 
worthy of a Chrifiian Nation — May it 
have found acceptance in the fight of 
that benevolent Saviour, who laid down 
his Hfe for his enemies ! And may the 
fate of thofe, who were thus thrown 
from the height of grandeur to the 
depth of woe, be ever remembered ab c. :,. 
N 6 aw Ji 
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awful and inftru6live leflbn of the in- 
ftability of human gteatnefe ! 

Should I now proceed to talk 'of Pri- 
sons, as places which call for the cha- 
ritable attention of Ladies, I might, 
perhaps, be fufpefted of having no re^ 
gard for their health, or even their 
lives ; for it is Shocking to fay, that in 
their prefent ftate, Prifons in general 
are places to which individuals of the 
female fex cannot go as Fljitors, with- 
out having the tender fenfibilities of 
their nature too feverely wounded, to 
admit of their performing the offices of 
charity ; yet, fome belonging to the 
fex, are unhappily to be found among 
the prifoners, both for debt, and delin- 
quency ; and to vi/tt the prifoner, is 
part of that duty, for the performance 
of which, an eternal reward is pro- 
mifed ; and for the negleft of which, 
an eternal punifliment is threatened. 
What then is to be done ? — Happily for 
us, our heavenly Judge, who will pro- 
nounce 
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ilounce th* fentence, does not require 
impoJfibiUties — To women it does not 
belong to regulate the interior ma- 
tiagement of the Prifon Houfe, (though 
were it put upon a proper footing, fe^ 
male in(peftion might be ufeful) The 
-Obedience of tfJe heart, however, will 
not be difpenfed with, and the prifoner 
may be vilited with comforts and bene- 
Jits by thofe who are excluded from 
^ perfonal attendance *. How often does 
the fupplication of the miferable, meet 
the eye in the public Newfpapers, foli- 
citing even the fmalleji donations from 
^thofe who are bleffed with affluence, to- 
wards faving from the horrors of a 
-prifon a wretched father, or a widowed 
mother? Or to deliver others, who 
have fufFered a long and melancholy 
confinement, that they may enjoy a lit- 

* Not that I would recommend the employing 
6f deputies in works of Charity, where perfonal 
attendance canhegvven^- for this pradlice is incon- 
iiftent with the duties of Chriilianity . 

tie 
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tie liberty before they leavaithis wdrWf. 
and die in the bofoxn of their family? 
How frequently alfo is humanity reh 
minded, through the fame channel of 
information, of a public inftitution, by 
which liberation may be procured for 
numbers confined for Jhiall debu — and' 
fliall miferies Uke th^fe plead in vain ! 

It is much to be wijhed, that La- 
dies could have the opportunity of vi- 
fiting even thofe of their, own fex, who^ 
are imprifoned for criminal olifences' 
againft the laws of their country^ but 
till Penitentiary Hou/ks ihall be built, 
this cannot be — Nor would their vifits,. 
it is to be feared, be of much avail at 
prefent — But the prevention of thofe' 
crimes, which may, in thefirft inftancc, 
be attributed to a fatal ignorance of - 
duty, is greatly within the power of 
the female fex. By 3r kind attention- 
to Sunday Schools, and Schools of 
Induftry, Ladies may eventually preferye 
numbers of the rifing generation front 

a pre- 
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a premature and ignominious death ; 
prevent others from being banifliedi 
from their native land^ and fave to 
the unhappy parents and friends of 
many a beloved child, the cruel and 
bitter pangs of reparation ! 

Nor let thofe young creatures^ the pro- 
geny of tliieves and vagabonds, who 
are trained by their own parents to the 
conimiffiott of crimes, as a means of 
gaining a Ihameful llibiiftance, by pur- 
loining the property of others, be over- 
looked with negleft, by the kind eye of 
Jtmale benevolence — The hand that is^ 
too weak to refcue them, may find art 
ablefubftitute; nay, the charitable wifh. 
may be gratified, by means of a fub- 
fcription only, to an inftitution, which; 
juftly bears the name of " Philan-- 
thropkr and which, under an exten- 
five patronage, (including many La- 
dies) is now in a flourifhing ftate; but 
capable of extenfion to afar greater de- 
jgree, in proportion, as its fundincreafes. 

la 
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In times of War, the poor miferable 
captives, taken in battle, put m their 
claim for commiferationy nor is ittirged 
in vain to Britiih hearts — When left to 
perifh by thoufands with cold and hun- 
ger, through the cruel negleft of thofe, 
• in whofe caufe they rifked their lives, 
and forfeited their liberty, the Sove- 
reign and the people, againft whom 
they had fought, opened the arms of 
pity to embrace them as Jellow-men, 
and their wants were immediately re- 
lieved ! * Nor are Ladies ever back- 
ward to contribute towards fubfcriptions 
for their relief. 



I have now, to .the beft of my abi- 
lity, performed the tafk, propofed in the 
, beginning of this Addrefs^ by intreat- 
. ing Ladies to give their kind afliftance, 
towards the education of the children 

• Alluding to the negociation of our govern- 
ment with the Firft Conful, concerning the French 
jpriibncrs, in the beginning of the year, iSoi^ 

of 
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of the poor, and inviting their atten- 
tion to the many goo<l plans which 
are in operation, for the benefit and im- 
provement of the indigent, and the re- 
lief of the wretched ; but, I cannot 
conclude, without once more earneftly 
intreating them, as they have the caufe 
of Religion, and the good of their fel- 
low-creatures at heart, zealoufly and 
perfeveringly to employ their judgment, 
their leifure, and their influence, in the 
improvement and extenfion of every 
mode of Charity, whether public or 
private, by which piety, momlity, and 
good ordei- can be promoted; ever re- 
membering, That RIGHTEOUSNESS 

EXALTETH A NATION, BUT THAT SljJt 
'45 A REPROACH TO ANY PeOPLE *. 
Ami that THOSE who shall TURIf 
MA^^ TO RIGHTEOUSNESS WILL HAVE 
A GLORfO:US REWARD IN THE KING- 
DOM OF HEAYEN f- 

• Prov. xiv. 34, + D^'^* xii. 3. 

APPENDIX. 
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TuE Rules which follow are thofc 
that were promlfed^ page 45. They 
are abridged from a little work^ entitled 
" RefleQions <m the Duty of Majiers^ 
[MyireJJhy and Servants.'' By Mat* 
:TH£w RANPAi^jt, puWi&ed in the year 
.J7S5. 



Rul^s for ihf Manage/nent of Servants *^ 
** Experience has long afiiired ^j that tr% 
peace and harmony are not to be expefted but ijt 
thofe families where every member obferves his 
proper place, and does his duty with care and 
feithfulneTs^ 

<^ It is a very miftaken notion, that there it na 
.duty, on the part ^f the mailer or miftrefs, an^ 
that they are at liberty to treat jheir fervants as 
they pleafe, 

** They who take wrong meafures with .their 
ferviintsi and know not how to manage them pro- 
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perly^ will be always liable to be impofed apon 
by them. Bat it is an approved maxim, that he 
who knows how to rule will always be obeyed,--^ 
The good example, and even condu^ of a mailer 
in his ftation, will have a moil prevailing influ- 
ence on the mind of a fervant. 

'' In order to have good fervants it is necef* 
fary, in the firft place, to obferve a prudent de« 
portment towards them from the beginning. Nd* 
thing is more commcm than for the^fuperiors ta 
fow in the minds of their fervants, at their firft 
.coming, the feeds of difobedience and difrefpedt^^ 
The mafier and miftre{s> therefore, ftould b^e care* 
ful to avoid the two dangerous extremes of toa 
jnuch familiarity or too great diftance, Toq 
much freedom breeds contempt ; difHain and fcorni- 
fulnefs excite diflike and difrefpeft.. 

*' If we would have our fervants obedient and 
«feful to usjt it is highly recpiiiite carefully to* 
confult with ourfelves after what manner to be, 
have towards them: to this end we ihould ob- 
ferve their different difpofitions, and vary our 
condu^ accordingly ; thofe who are meek and 
gentle, humble and tradlable, will deferve a pru^ 
dent degree of mildnefs and tendernefs; whilft 
fuch as are naturally high and felf^conceited, wilt 
require to be treated (though ftill with humanity): 
withi fome degree of aufterity aod refervednefsu 

Thif 
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This Is the way to maintain a due authority over 
them. 

** Every mailer or miftrefs ought to be well ac- 
quainted with the true quality, and meafure, of 
that duty which they may demand from their 
fervants. To how many inconveniencies are thofe 
cxpofed, who have fen'^ants, but know not how to 
guide them! Many mafters and midrefTes arfr 
fadiy impofed upon for want of knowing how to 
proportion tvori to time. On the other handj 
many induftrious fervants are, from the fame 
caufe, made very unhappy through the mafter or 
miflrefs requiring more of them than it is poffibk 
for them to perform. From hence appears the 
neceffity of knowledge in the fuperior, in refpeft 
to the common occupations in a family. Thofe 
are ufually well ferved who know when to inform, 
and when to command ; how to correal error, and 
how to make allowances for ignorance or want 
offtrength. 

** Thofe who have fervants under their go* 
TCrnment ought carefully to watch over them, 
and to examine and infpeCl their conduft. Ser- 
rants frequently fall into crimes, through the 
negligence of their mailers and miilreifes. In. 
dolence and want of infpeftion put temptation in 
their way ; paifing over omiflions abates their dili- 
gence, and makes them carelefs in the performance 
of fheir duty. 

'f Our 
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*' Our duty, then, is to overlook our fervants 
with conftancy and caution, with a fincere defign 
to inftruft them, to put them in the right way, 
and encourage them to continue in it. This kind 
of familiarity will fafely eftablifti our intereft in 
them, will induce theih to ferve us with eafe and 
pleafure, by which means, not only the duties 
which come in courfe will be well performed ; 
but thofe alfo will be remembered which being 
more accidental are ufually forgotten by both 
parties. Thus will a watchful eye Over our fer- 
vants be an efteftual means to make them fteady, 
honeft, and faithful ; it will prevent thofe temp-, 
tat ions and fnares, which fo often lead them into 
aiflions detrimental to us, difpleafing to God, and 
deftruftive to themfelves." 

*^ Again, it is the duty of every mafter and 
miftrefs to make it the intereft of iheir fervants 
to obey them ; by allowing them, not merely 
what is ftridly juft, but liberally rewarding their 
faithfulnefs when opportunity offers. Equity to 
out fervants is ftridly enjoined in Scripture*.— 
Thoufialt Ttot oppre/s an hired ftrvant — at hii day 
thaujhalt ghve him bis hire; neither JhaU the Jun go 
dovm upon it ; leji he cry unto the Lord againft thee, 
and it he Jin unto thee. \ Mitftersgive unto your Jerm 

• Deut. xxi?. 14, 15. + Eph. vi* 9* 

^ant$ 
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vants that nvbich ujuft and equals knrwmg4hatje aljk 
hofve a mafter in heaven / 

*' Many mafters and miftrefTes have greatly pro* 
noted their own as well as their fervants intereft, 
hy allowing them prudent encouragements much 
beyond their ccmtradls — efpecially apprentices. If 
we will give our Servants aflurance, either bj 
]>romife or our former condu6l^ that their conftant 
endeavours to pleafe us, their diligence and ho- 
nefiy, will in the end redound to their own profit « 
every one who has any fenfe of intereft or grati- 
tude, will become obedient and faithful. It is 
alfo the duty of every mafter and miftrefs to im« 
plant and cultivate the true principles of piety in 
the minds of their fervants. To fix in their 
hearts ferious thoughts of God, and afutureftate^ 
to difplay to them the beauty, excellence, and 
ttfefulnefs of virtue and piety, and the deformity, 
ihamefulnefs, and hurtful nature of vice. To 6x* 
plain to them the precepts of the revealed reli- 
gion, and tbe precepts of morality, and to inform 
them of the ineftimable bleffings of the life to 
conle. In order to be able to teach thefe things, 
it is neceffary for the mafter or miftrefs to make 
the knowledge and pradlice of Religion and Vir- 
tue their own particular ftudy ; for what can pre« 
cepts and admonitions avail, if we contradift- 
iSsi'zm by our own prance and example ? That 
I mafter 
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HHi^er or midrefs can have but lUtle ht]^~of &x.^ 
ing in the minds of his lervants^i a tfue fi^nfe oft 
their alkgiance to God, who lives ih open rebel- 
Jion againft his divine majefty ! And how indeed 
can any one charge or cenfure tlie vice, and 
wickednefs of another, who himfelf pays no re- 
gard to the divine law ! 

" Every mafter or miftrefs, whofe fervants 
have been guilty of offences, Ihould immediately- 
contrive the molt prudent means to corre^ and re- 
form them. But this will rarely happen where 
they have been treated as before direded. Yet 
fuch is the prevailing force of evil, that it is im^ 
pjjihh {to ufe our Saviour's word^ but that offiuces 
ivill come^ of one kind or other. When, therefore, 
-a fervant h^s really offended, we {houid firft con. 
iider whether the faults be great or /mfril; for to 
make no difference in faults is very unjuft. 

** It fKouid alfo be obferved whether it be the 
J^rfl, or a repeated crime "^ whether it proceed from 
wilfulrtcfs, inadvertency, or cafaalty. When a 
fervant commits a fault accidentallyj and without ' 
any ill deiign, and appears forty for the damage 
that is done, the mafter or miftrefs 0iould put up- 
with the misfortune with calmnefs ; theleaft ap-, 
pearance of paflioh m this cafe is not allowable. 
When they go wrong, through carelefsnefs or for- 
getfulnefs of their duty, they (hould not be {fi 
«afily ejcGofrd, becaufe in this cafe the fervant is 

then 
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^en Me&irt or faulty ; but even here a nuld 
reproof is madi more likely to correal him, than 
farioot inred^ire and reproaches^ which will rather 
prevent than further his convi€don. When fer. 
vants are become ftubborn and refradlory, thejr 
are hard to reclaim^ and if they perfift in obfti. 
nacy they mud be difcarded^ as the difturbers of the 
peace of a family. But every argument (hould 
firft be ufed to bring them to a fenfe of their folly 
and perverfcncfs." 



Th6 following Extrafl;, referred to in 
page 53, from the valuable volumes to 
which I have already fo frequently re- 
ferred, will ferve not only to illuftrate 
in a fuperior manner the ideas I have, 
both in my former, and prefent Addrefs 
to Ladies, endeavoured to convey, re- 
fpefting the connefted interefts of the 
different claffes of fuciety, as divided 
into Rich and Poor ; but it will tead, 
I hope, to the attentive perufal of the 
whole work, from which the extrafl is 
taicen. 

. Preiimnafy 
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J^reliminaiy Addvefe, page 53. 

^f' The Intereils of the pooret daffcs of fociety 
^re fo interwoven with theft of every plrt of tlie 
Community, that there is no fubjeft more dcferv* 
ihg of general attention, nor anyknowled^e more 
'^entitled to the exalted name of fciencfc, than that 
in which their well being is odn€erned,^-thali 
that, the tendency bf which is tO coilvey dofflediid 
comfort into the receffes of every cottage, and to 
«dd to the virtoe and morality of a nation, hy In* 
"creafing its happinefs, Ihe noblefl and moft ele- 
vated employments of the human miiid lofe their 
importance, when placed in conoipetitioti with fe- 
fearches on whidi the wdfate and good of milliona 
may depfend, and the 5refult whereof may add 
as mach to national prosperity as to individud 
benefit.* ' 

" Let us therefore ipake the. enquiry into all 
"that concerns the 1*0 OR, and the promotion of 
their happinefs aSclENCE; let ns inveftigate / w^ 
iically, ^3j\d upon /);fiem, the nature and confeqaences, 
and let u% unite in the exterifion . and improvement 
of thofe "things which experience hath afcertained 
to-be beneficial to the Poor. Let the labours of 
the induftrious — the talents, of the wife-r-rthe ia- 
Huence of the powerful—- and the leifure of the 
many, be dirc^d to this important . fubj«dl ; and 
. yoj;,, II, o let 
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kt us be aflured^ that united and patient induftTjr 
will not fail of fucceis. 

'^ The principle of all modem improvement ia 
the fcienccs— in the arts — ^in every thing in which 
the induftry of man has extended the narrow li- 
mits of human knowledge — that principle, with* 
out which aUis cwtJeSure and hazard^ has never yet 
been properly applied to the concerns of the poor* 
A fearch after what has ttally augmented tbtirha/- 
finefs and v/r/w*— after what u/e aijd exferknce 
J^ve given their fandion to— an inveftigation of 
fads and exifting circumfbances, this has never yet 
be«j fairly and fully made. For a period of more 
than two centuries the attention of the nation has 
been engaged by a fucceffion of projeds for the 
management of the poor ; almoft all of them ori« 
ginating in benevolence ; and every one of them 
received in a manner, and with an intereft that 
diftindly marked the public anxiety upon the fub- 
jeft, TThe good effedls, however, as to the poor, 
have been limited and uncertain : the projed hav- 
ing originated not in them, but in the projeAor ; 
not in fad^, but in fpeculation* 

'* We all feel how far we can be led by encoo- 
ragement, by kindnefs *, by management, and 
while we retain the idea of choice and free~*wi!l* 
We all know, in our inflances, how little is to \» 

* Scif Cottttt Kunlbrd*! Eflay. Ptffim. 

eftad 
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clFeAed by compullion ; that where force begins, 
.inclination ceafes. Let tis then give effeft tcr 
that mafter^fpring of aAioti, that on which equally 
depends the profperitf of individuals and of em^ 
pires««wTHE desire iMPLAirrfiD in the hu~ 

MAN BUEAST OF BETTERING ITS CONDITION*. 

Let It be our endeavour to give that principle its 
full cSe6i among the lower clafl^s of fociety^ Ouit 
Duty to the Poor is a TEksoNAL Se&vicb/ 

tNJOINED BT THE HIGHEST AUTHORtTV, and 

CANNOT BE COMMUTED: it is a wofk, in which 

no man has a right to be idle — *^ Where is it, that 

id fudh a world as this, health and leifure and afflu*. 

ence, may not find fbme ignorance to inflrufl, ibme 

wrong to redreff, fome want to fupplf , fome mifeiy 

to alleviate ? — Shall ambition and avarice nevei^ 

flcep ? — Shall they never want objefts on which to 

fallen ?-— Shall they be fo obfervant to difcover, fa 

accute to difcem, fo eager, fo patient to purfne, anj 

(hall the benevolence of Chriftians want en^loy. 

ment?*^ . 

'^ I am aware, that there is not, in general, diuch 

credit given to the good difpofitions of the poor-; 

and that we may be told, that we ate endeavour. 

ing to ierve thofe, who *wil/ not be ferved*— ^I 

know it is faid, among other things, that they art 

j/taloHs of every thing that can be done for them, 

and averfe to profit by information. In truth, it 

♦ Smith's \V.?alth oif IWstian^. 

x> 2 is 
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is jiQtentifdy witbout catde^ dut die pof^^sx^ 
jealous of the yziiety of meitfures, H^weirer well 
i^tended> t]hai arebfougbt forward with regard to 
tbeip ; they undedland as liftk of the mtri^h ^ 
the th^oriil do^s ot the coi^fef^^ntts of l^u .experi- 
mentr— As to oni^ilUogoefs to j>so^t fay if^j(iiia4 
tion^ it mayj indeed^ he fi>a>etiines ^n^uta^e to 
tiie-lower^ as well as to the Uglier dafles of life* 
*-r-B}it the> pojor haire n^veryct had a £iir trial,— 
\aX f^ifuf^x^ t^diad iafouDf tion be oiered |q 
4^^t S^ve them /£9«^ toiifjQderilandf.Andthfi cfn^ 
<)f adopting it^ and I jtm mift^ken^ if they do not 
fhew as nwch good fenfe on the fubje^, ^ any 
^th^ claf§ of men in the kinggdom. ' * 

'f There is a oommon thwn^ pf de^asiAtionj p^« 
ticul^ly among thofe^ twho are mety liuU npff^ed 
theipfelvesi and th^t is, the idUaefi of /Je/Mr^ — 
^ow far this is exdnfively imputable to .the* la« 
Ipourerv let thofe judge^ who have fee^ him wotk« 
ing.by the pi^i and not by. the day ; but in tafl; 
work, where the earnings are proportioned to the 
degcse^of labour, and energy ^npkiyed, I have of. 
ten wxfhed it were poflible to reflirain the poo/ 
nan from injuring himfelf by expefs of exertion ; 
the fatal cffied 4>f which I have too frequently 
feen. 

_ <' Another imputatioa on the poor is dnmkeMm 
9ifsr^2txx odious and pernicious vice, not coi^ned, 
J fear, to any particular dafs of men*^ ^V^^ ^^^^ 
fubjed it muft be a very great iatisfaftion to every 

fiiend 
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friehd of his country, that the fetal and poifonotls 
cuftom of dram-dritikingy is not now fo prevalent 
among the lower ranka of life as it has been j the 
prefent confumption of Britilh ^irits^ (nptwith- 
ftanding all our increafe of population and mardi* 
ftdimres) being much lefs than it washftlf a century 
ago. Of ale and beer, a wholefome andnoiiriiii-. 
ing beverage for the labmirlhg poor, tfiere may bf 
an increaftd confuitiptiort^ though,- I bdrevei no 
cxcefs upon the ^:\is^\ howeVer, it might be 
wiflied, that the qttantity whidi th^y KaVe, Were 
inore wiftly hoibiuided tiA ^^i^ by thetni to 
the purpdes dT their tfv^h d6ftieftic eonifbrt aitd 
cnjo^oiefit." 

** Before we give judgment, however,- up^ 
tltt criineft of tite poo^; it^ #in be pnideht at leail 
to cxaanine liow felr #« Kaye, in any ik%^tty l*to 
acccflal4es» ' If hahmat dr'mkemtrfi be freqitentfy 
the cortfequl^ce of weakiiefi of bbdy, or rf it^ 
^ndency of mind ; aiid among the poor, at le^ft, 
moft prevalent, where the confKtution has beefn 
impaired by coinfortlefs habits of life, or by want 
of nutritive and regulaj* food ; and if^ of every 
ipecies of idlene/sy that of hopelefs indigence be tJe 
moft inveterate — ^Was it not our duty — ^Wcre we 
not bound by every tie, moral and religious, to 
have affifted and encouraged them: in the de of a 
♦ better fyftem of diiet ; to have increa&d the lA- 
* See Sir Fred. £deii*tf Tsdoable Work on the Fomt^ 

93 toitial 
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temal comfort of their habitation— and to have 
converted lifUeii indolence, which is -without energy^ 
when tt is ivithout hope^ into cheerful, adlive, and 
profperotts induftry V* 



The following £xtra6t is referred to 
page 56, 

Of the Comforts of the Poor. 
** The comforts of the poor lie within a fmall 
compafs, they (hould therefore be refpeded. Mere 
animal cxiftence is not fufficient for rational crea. 

. tores., To fweeten the cnp of life, to footh pain^ 
aod to relieve labour, man moft enjoj comfort here, 
and his views muft be directed to happmefs hert^ 
after. 

^* One great foarce of comfort to the poor man 
iSf His Wirs and Children, if he can bot 

. cam the means of maintaining them. Humble and 
iafigoificant as he may appear abroad, he is of 
«ODlcqaence and authority at home. In his oton 
h(mfe, he finds thofe who refped him, who ob^ 
him ; thofe, to whom he may fay. Go, and they 
go ; Come, and they come. He is not infeniible 
to the charities of father, fon, and hafband. The 

. parental afFedion of the poor, is increafed by im- 
perious neceffi ty, and by the hejplefs condition of 
their offspring. When iick and difpirited, it is 
to them the greateil of comforts, to be attended 
by thpfe who love and regard them — by thofe, 
who have an intereft- and anxiety in their exiftencc. 

la 
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In times of ficknefs and diftrefs, the floated heart 
may be overcome by the forcible feparation of 
hufband and wife, of parent and child ; whofe mu-* 
toal attachment (even if Humanity could, for a 
moment, be filent on fo intercfting a fubjc<fi) it 
would be Policy to encourage as aa incentive t« 
virtue^ and a furety for conduft." ' ... 

** The poor man, poor as he is, lores to che- 
■jrifh the idea of Prop e r t y. To talk o( m^ houfe^ 
my garden, m)^ furniture, is always a theme of de- 
light and pleafure. When, therefore, bis whole 
dcmef^ic eftablilhment is overwhelmed and de*. 
ftroyed by a removal into the Workhoufe, can wc 
wonder, that he ihould grieve for the lofs of thofe 
things, which, ly ufe^ «were become moft fttcioui t9 
^j'm ? Tlw apartments of the Workhoufe, may 
he better than his cottage ; bat he does not like .t« 
iexifl as a mere lodger, or a permitted gueft, thougli 
in a finer manfion than his own. The diet of tte 
.Workhoufe may be more waflefully abqndant than 
any which he pofTefTes, or even defires at home ; 
but his cottage diet, though poor and fcanty, i^ 
jffs own; he ha3 earned it by his labour ; and it is 
fweeter to him than more coftly food, which he is 
taught to con£der as gratuitous and uimciited. 
.His Pauper's coat is warm; but it beloogs to 
the commHttityy not to himftlf. * * 

" The poor man is reconciled to poverty, by the 
poffeffion of Liberty. However prefTed by nar- 
row circumftances i-^-howcver impelled by nc?cef- 
o 4 fity 
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fity to li&our^ yet ftill, it is one of lus comfort& 
and pleafares, that he is ^^«^— that he may go out,. 
or cpme in ; work or play at his own option. He 
Jikes to be the judge of his own wants, and to pro- 
ride 'for them after his own inanner. He eveir 
tkofes to have the free and unmolefted determina. 
tion, whether he Ihallboil or bake his Sunday's 
dinner. Under confinement, he can enjoy no com-^ 
fort; the very thought of being under loci emd 
iejf is hateful to him* No man, in his c^inion> 
deferves a fr^tty who has not committed a crime* 
To be of little eonfequence in the eommukoty ; t» 
have nq antfaority beyond the narrow limits of hii 
own cottage and gaiden, he is leconciled to; Hv. 
hit, a fecond nature^ has madct him dafy ondier it« 
Bat he h» an nAconqu^^lte aver&Mi toarbitrarjr 
nit beiiigexercifedot>er ^ his aAiofli^« And irl^ 
in Sngtand, that «Ae WOdld wiil^ t<^ ejumgoak 
thofeftefings?" 

— : — '* If ye wi(h tlie eotraget to be more do. 
laeftk, asnd thei^by to become moi« happy, aid and 
Encourage him in the comfort and deaidineft of h&. 
little manfioii : — affiCt^ him sir the education of hk 
children, aad in the habits and refeuirc^i of iifb* 
When Biore istereftifigf objeifls j^elent themfelves 
m homty the alehoufe will foon heforgotuu and 
negkSed. Many in all ranks of life, take refbge ilx 
a'pi]^iic hoafe, £br want of £iti«£vflory occupdtion 
at home. 1 

; *^ Liiftly, th^ great Und cffentiar comfopf of ffcv 
*«* poor. 
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fodr, and purticukrly in oM age 2^ ficloDefs, i» 
Rb 1 1 e 10 N* In taboar ind fatigue^ in ibrrow and 
ttuuetir^ // if m^ coitfibn^ tp the e^jUSed mind to 
ioDk np with habitual hcqie andgratkude to that 
Being, whofe tender mercy is over all hi? works « 
' It is by confidence in his wi^ni and goodnefs, and 
by the hope of unfailing happinefs hereafter — by 
thoTe confolations delivered to us in his revealed 
wiD-— and hj tho(e only — that fhe rugged pailh of 
life can be fmoethed-^the crooked ways of mail 
be made ftraight, and the rough places pikin. It is* 
therefore of infinite coi^quence, that the poor 
fiiouldhave thefuil benefit of Reltgiok; that 
they (hould be taught, in the fanduary of God, 
the afe of thofe gradations of rank and wealth, 
^hfch in ihfiitfte wifitomy hie has thought fit ta 
«ftiblHh Ilk this tranfitory life, as fiimuliants t9< 
the kidaftTy and energy of man; and that he 
fhotdd be inftmfled to look forward to that bkfiei 
fFate, where ^ they fiiall huogjef no more, net<^ 
ther thirft any moie, neither (hall th,e fun light on* 
them, nor any heat;: fdrthe Lamb,, .which is ia 
'the midft of the throne,, fh^ feed them, and.ih^ 
lead diem trnto- liVii^. foanfains of waters; a^ 
God shall wrps aWat all te^ars trom 
.THEIR ETES,." — To the age' this comfort is of 
peculiar importance*^ At a time, when- the power 
•of labour and adirity is enfeebled, and thegratifi. 
-cation of the ftnfes diminiihed andexhai^ed, it is, 
'indeed^ tnie charity to givp the. poor the advar^ 
o 5 tac^ 
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tage and comfort <^ religious xneditatiop^ and to 
open their eyes^ and raife their hopes to' thofe 
fcenes of blifs, which become brighter^ and more 
enchantingi as we appioach the confines of the 
Grave/* 



The following obfervations are added 
as particularly applicable to the fubjeft 
of the preceding extra^l. 

Obfervations m the Dafy ami Jnfinence of tBe 
middle Chffet of Society , on theConditkH of the Peon, 
Bj the Re^, John Hewlbtt^ 

'< If is principally to the middle claflTes of (o^ 
f iety that the poor look up for inftmAion, em. 
ployment^ protedlion, and reUef. Between the 
liigheft orders of the community and the loweft^ 
unfortunately theie is ieldom any intercouffe. It 
is with thofe in middle ]i& that the poor are con^ 
neded^ in the numerous ofeful relations of lervants, 
labourers^ artifans, and manufadVures- And let 
the merchant^ the farmer, and the trader refle^ 
that it is chiefly from the labour of the poor thare 
they grow rich, and mufl in a great meafure dc 
rive their future comfort and fuf^rt.. Thtft 
-Iho^H teach them at all times to leijpe^ the ufe^ 
fnlnefs of their bumble Nation, and to be particow 
^arly kind to theody undet their little hardships 
'" ^ and 
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and' misfortunes ; coniidering that what are trifling 
loiTes and calamities to fome^ may be attended 
with almoft irretrievable ruin to others," 

'' Sicknefs more efpecially> ihould claim a lar^ 
portion of * that charity which is the bond of 
perfednefs;' as (hoxikl alfo thofe inclement fea«^ 
fonsy which preclude many kinds of labour^ and 
thofe long ^nd dreary intervals, when from a date 
of war, the caprice of fafhion, or other caufes, the 
artifan and manufadiurer may folicit in vain for 
employment. On all occafions, indeed, thofe whq 
enjoy the privilege of mafters, (hould learn to he 
< kind, knowing that they alfo have a mailer ia 
heaven.' £ven when no unufual circumilance^ 
call for particular attention, the other claffes of 
fociety (houldi ia their general behaviour to the 
poor, be pitiful and courteous ; avoiding 4U un| 
neceflary harlhnefs and afperity, th^ey ftiould be 
models of condudl to them in the humble circle, 
where, they alfo aft, as^ mafters of their own little 
houfeholds, and fathers of helplefs families, models 
that would be more generally imitated, if they 
were more generally known. But at prefent fuch 
is the preffure of the » times, with refped^ to the 
poor, that all the authority which can be derived 
from- religion, all the prudent reftr^ints of law^ 
all the wifdom o/* experience, and all the adlivity 
and energy of Chriftian and brotherly love, are 
peceffary to relieve their wants, to correal their 
06 i; morak^ 
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iiioral9> to improve thdir concfoft^ and Better theif^ 
c o ndit i on/" 

'' It is a misfbrttme that t&e relation betweei^ 
tic mafter and the iervant> and between the em- 
plo^Fer and tht tmployed, is often difiant and tt*^ 
note.^ There is frequently bat little peribna! in-^ 
tercourfe of kindncft between them. Every thing: 
that tends to raife or fink the poor man, every- 
thing that may be kindly meant to iacreafe hii 
comforts, or that may have the eftft of aggravate 
ing his diftfefij reaches him through the medians 
iof under agents ; fbmetimes with the difadvan* 
tage of the good being diminifted, and the evil 
cncrealed. This is produAfve ol much depravity 
among omr poor brethren, whitest encieaf^ theii 
£ficulties» If makes them, as it wese, an offiu 
iated tody bk ficiety ; but more particularly in the 
metropolis, whece ciKumftances enc^eaie their 
difficulties, and, in fome degree, cut them off frorn 
almoft all communication with their betters. If 
that communication were opened, they woukk 
learn to (peak and aA from ibme ienfe of (ham6 
and fe^r like other men. . Admitted to a know» 
ledge of. thofe ^ho rank above them, they would: 
value the advantages rt afforded, and be ftudious 
to improve* them. They would learn to reff€B 
tbemfehes. Their manners and' their principles^ 
would infenfibly grow better, they would become 
wifer and more provident in mauagmz their little 
6 ftore,' 
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ftore, and more frugal and temperate in the trfe of 
\i\ Excited and encouraged by proper examples, 
they would more frequently attend the places of 
jpoblic worftiip ; and not, atfo f/tany thoufands do at 
frefent^ fpcnd the hallowed time in vice and idle* 
neJTs; exhibiting themfelves in fach forms of 
wretchednefs as xiifgrace humanity, and (hocking 
the ears of decency, almoft as often as they fpeak.'*^ 



: The folio wfng extract from the Re- 
5)0lt of the EftabliihiDent at Hamburg; 
in 1799*, isreferfed to; page 76. It 
is fubmltted to confidetition, how far 
the detail of Hamburg ia 1789; is de- 
fcriptive of the prefent fituatioB of the 
Poor in London, and wliether it might 
not be defireable that the Hamburg ac- 
count of 1799, Ihould be applicable ta 
the prefent improved ftate of our owa 
metropolis* 

• Taken horn the Reports of the Society ht betteriqg the 
CooditioaofdiePooKv 
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ComfaratTve State •f.Hamhurgh in. the Y^a> 1 789* 

I . , The ftreets crowded with beggars ; many rf 
them ftrangers ; all in great diftxtfs j the modeft 
. and deferving perifhing unheard and unknown for 
want of a fharc in that relief which the ftreet 
t^^gg^r anticipated by fraud and importunity.— 
446 perfons in the houfe of correi^ion^ befides 
prifoners. 

2. It appeared upon enquiry, that beiides ftreet 
^jeggars there were many poor pexibns withotic 
beddingj or clothes, periihing wretchedly and uii> 
known ; obje^ who were afhamed to make their 
appearance in the day time on account of the want 
of decent apparel. 

3. There were not lefs than, 6oo*perrons with- 
out bed or bedding, and 2000 without linen: all 
of them ragged and devoid of all dbmeftic conu 
fort. 

4. Not lefs than 2,200 poor neglefted children, 
covered with rags and vermin : many of them in- 
fants, taught by their parents to beg and fteaf, 
and growing up in vice and infamy. 

5. The diftreffes and the conduil of the poor 
were almoft unknown, except to a few clerical and 
medical men. When the diredors and infpeftors 
made their lirft enquiries, they vifited fome nar. 
row courts, inhabited entirely by be^ars, loft ta 

focigty> 
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6omfarathi State ofHanAurgh m the Year 1 799 » 

1. Scarcely a beggar to be feen : every necef. 
fitoas inhabitant receiving, and under kind and 
regular care and infpeftion, fure and beneficial re- 
lief. In ten years 3081 poor Grangers relieved, 
and returned to their places of habitation. Not 
more in the whole, than 147 perfons in the houfe 
of corredlion. 

2. It is well known to all the poor inhabitants, 
that if they apply to the infpeAor ef their diftrid!, 
they will receive immedia^te temporary relieF; 
and that the neceifary enquiries will forthwith be 
made as to their iituatioo, and the means of aflur- 
ing to them regular fupport. 

3. No poor perfon without proper clothing^ 
none who may not have linen and abed. If they 
are not able to earn them by labour, they receive 
them as a gift. 

4. In the preceding ten years, 2699 children 
educated in the fchools of induftry, and 4833 re- 
ceived fince 1 793 into the other fchools. Of thefe, 
538 children have been apprenticed. 

J. There are now 180 infpe^rs; five phyfi. 
cians, and five furgeons, who regularly vifit 
every part of Hamburg. Each houle is numbered, 
and there are 2,200 poor perfons employed to 
bring the InfpeQors immediate information of dny 

diHiefi 
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1789v 
fccicty, and fcarcdy prcformg the hnman fcrm ;. 
courts which benevolence approached witk a de« 
jppcc of alarm and horror,. 

6. With a very few exceptions, the poor maa 
who was prevented by ficknefs from working at 
■ his trade, or afHided by long and iever« illnefs 
in his family^ was thereby inevitably ruined* 
His alternAtire was to apply to an ignorant em» 
pirick to the deftruflion of his health; or^ if he 
"called in regular medical ailiflance, he was m 
eoniequence obliged to difpofe of his furniture 
and implements of labour^ to the xuin of hii 
femily. 

'^ 7. A poor baHjr, confiding of more than two* 
childreny, found it impoffible to> procure fubfiftence 
merely by the labeuv of the father : and the mo* 
ther being without occupation, the children^ how* 
ever well di^fed their parents- might be^. were 
inevitably reduced to bopelefi begg^j* 

ft. The artifitn who, for want of employment Of 
a fale for his work, was behind hand^ fiRmd him-^ 
£ilf cosq)dled to pawn his tools ; and by extremr 
indigence was fse^uently redoced to a weietched 
fiate of inadivity;^ in coiife^Rnce of which^ 
though pofTeffid of ftrength and ikill to labouTj h^* 
Jbecame » helple& and bopdefi beggat^ 
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1799. 

diftreftor (fifordcr in t\e city : thus are mifery and 
vice diminifhed among the poor ; and virtue and 
patriotifm increafed among the rich. 

6. Thofe, who are too poor to pay for medical 
affiftance> niay have it of the eftablifhment, toge« 
ther with pecuniary relief, until they can refume 
their work« During a period of ten years, 36805 
fick perfons have been thus recovered, and reftored 
te the conMnmity. The ntortality among tht 
fick, in the early part of the preceding ten yearly 
was about eight in the hundred : it now bean onljr 
half that proportion* 

. :'7. A latf^ .fbmily became^ in 1792^ an advan^ 

tageto the honefl and induftrious. The parent* 

xtoelve an allowance ibr-any child too young tt> 

attehd the ftheols^ where the other dbikkren are 

inftruAed^ clothed, and fed i and have faant- far« 

filus o[ their earnings- to carry koite to their pa^ 

r6nts. 

• 8. Since 1795 a committee hat met re^laffy 

eVery Saturday, ta difcharge debt»» redeem ^wns-j^ 

'pufchafe materials and tools, or advance^ loana for 

diftreffed SLttifsins,' *wba ca»Jif€iv that tbfir difirefi h 

'not occafioJied hy ^ice or idlenefs. In four ^ears 94^ 

families have been fo relieved ; and nearly one 

. third of the money To employed has been already 

repaid, 

'* 9. A fi:iund* 
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1789. 
9. No cftablifliment for the prefervationofna. 
tural children, and for the reftoration of their 
unfortunate and penitent mothers to the paths of 
yirtue and tnduftry. 

. lo. There were 7,391, paupers (4,087 women, 
1,079 i^^> ^"^ 2,225 children) befides perlbfis 
in hofpitals» Mendicity fpreading like infedlion, 
and paralifing the induftry axMl energy of the 
poor, was become an epidemic diieafe among the 
lower daffea of life. 



General Mmnerkal Staihaent, 
1789. 



Poor above childhood - « 
Poor children ^ * . . 

. Receiving relief * 
In the houfe of corredion - 
Jn the fick hofpital ... 
In the orphan hofpital about 



5,166 

Z,225 



7x39^ 
44.6 

920 
1009 



Total . - 9757 



Reduflion in the number of 
Paupers . . . « « 



1799. 

■ ■ ' - i^' 

2,689- 
401 

i» I II III m il ■■<■ 
3^090 

894 
600 

4.73? 



5,026 

9. A 
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9. A foundling hofpital was opened in 1795, m 
which 1-58 children have been already preferved, 
and 153 mothers maintained till they could get 
into fervice. 

10. There are at prefent 3090 paupers, fed and 
clothed, and obliged to do fuch work as they are 
capable of. Of thefe 1,59^ are aged perfons, 
from 60 to 100 years of age; 1^097 niaimed or 
difeafed perfons of middle age ; and 401 childrei^, 
the greater part of whom are very young. - 



If from 5026 be fubftraded the perfons receiv* 
ing relief, the average number of which is 237, 
and children merely receiving education, which 
may be fet at 1054, ftill there will remain a fav* 
ing to the community of threb thousand ano 

THIRJT FIVE PERSONS, 



Referred 

d by Google 



90S 4PPEM>X3i» 

Referred to in page 92. 

Souf cheaply Ju^plied in the Country^ 

•' "Where the owner of a country houf^, with a 
large garden, thinks proper to order this foup ta 
be made for the poor, in winter^ during his ab. 
imce, the expenfe of it i» much lefs than would 
be imagined. In the North of England, where 
it has been occafionally niade for the poor during 
the fcarcity, I have taken pains to afcertain the 
cxpenfa veiy correAly. In the mbntE of Pebru. 
ary i797> there were fixteen gallons of this foup 
tnad^for the poor, four times a week (256 gallons 
a month) and feventy families partook of it. Tlfl^ 
expenfe of it (and I haye reafon to confide in ttijr 
-cbnc^lhcftj wai as follows : 

Ten buihels of baiiey flour J2s. od» 
Two buihels of peafe • ♦ . . 13 a 
One ftone of fait •••••• 2 2 

One pound of pepper • . . , 2 4. 



£•'96 

Befides which, there were ufed three bu(hels of 
potatoes, one buihel and a half of onions, and fome 
other vegetables out of the garden, which if pur- 
chafed^ would iiave coft £* i lu 6^. but thefe^ 
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as unfaleaUe articles in a gentleman's garden, I 
^nk I may put out of the queftion, as well ai 
fuel and attendance, which made part of the care 
and airing of the houfe. There will remain then 
£.1 9i. 6d. the wliole expenfe out of pocket, foe 
providing for (eventy families four days in the 
week with foup, gratis, for one month, to the 
amount of 256 gallons $ being, as the reader will 
tind upon calculation, not three halfpence a gallon^ 
The total amount of quantity was more in Fe- 
bruary 1797, than in any other month; but the 
proportionate expenfe in the other months was 
Clearly the iame.'^ 



Referred to in page 9S. 

Farther Olfervatiom tonceming Souf Shops» 

^* One of the benefits attending the introduc- 
tion of thefd Soup ^ops will be the gradual pre« 
valenceof a better fyftem of diet aming the poor. 
Nothing is moire comfortless and wafteful, than 
the prefent mode of fending a hd out to his work 
with a great hunch of white bread ; part of 
. which aiSbrds him an unfatisfa^ory and bad din« 
jKr, and the reft is thrown away* As it is very 
effential that the poor Siould be induced to adopt 
a better fyftem of diet -than what they have at 
prefent, 1 (kail briefly Mi% th$ modemvi4ddil 

conceive 
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conceive it may be introduced among them* — 
As a general principle upon this, and almoft every 
fimilar fubjedlj I have to obferve, thatj for our 
rule of condud, we need only to recur to ourfelvesj 
and impartially and attentively confult our own 
feelings — Let us place ourfelves in their fituationj . 
and confider, whether we fhouldgive much value to! 
any favours bellowed with circumftances of bumU 
iiatsoftj inattention , or compulfion; and whether the 
fmalleft fervice is not acceptable, when conferred 
with that kindnefsj which allows for the effed of 
prejudice, and leaves the freedom of choice." 

*\ In the firft place, proceeding on that princi- 
pie, I hold that no one ihould offer to the poor any 
thing prepared by thefe new receipts, until they 
have had it ferved at their own tables, have tried 
it tbem/ehes, and are fatisfied it is properly made. 
The poor will then have it with a double recom- 
Qiendation, its being really good, and its having 
been ufed at the donor's table. It feldom hap- 
pens that this, or any other cookery, fucc^ en* 
tirefy at firft ; and if left mierely to fervants, (who 
have pretty ftrong prejudices againft novelties, par- 
ticularly in food) there is very little chance of 
their focceeding at all. adly. It ihould, at firfl, 
be given them in additioH, to, and hot in lieu o& 
what they prefer : wh^n they are aCcuftomei to it, 
tiiey will foon find where the faviog may be betl 
made. — ^For cxami>Ie, in a Woridioiife^ or any 

public 
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public building, it (hould be given on the day of 
one of their lead favoxite dinners; and not be uw 
ftcad of one of their meat days — And jdly, it 
ihould net be cwipulfory ; but an option allowed to 
then^ and clearly underftbod; fo that they may 
ftd that it is the ad of a kind friend, and not of a 
ca^rkiotts mailer* — If thefe cautions are obferved, 
I am fatisfied that no difficulty will attend the in . 
trodudlion of any psdatable diet ^however cheap) 
into any poorhooie, or public iniilding |*«-nor 
among any poor families, if it be as a fubjed of 
donationy or of fale at prime cod. The engaging 
«F the poor, to take the benefit of a firailar fyf. 
cem in their own cottages, muft be a work of 
<ime ; and ihould be the refult of their own expe* 
Tience and convidlien/ rather than of the fuggeT. 
tionaad recommendation of others* 



The foUawmg Plan for Vilkge Shops, 
upon a more extenfive icale than 
that at IvER, if univeifalfy adopted, 
would be produ6live of incalculable 

» benefit to the Poor. 



<* Extraa 
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'* Extras from An Accounl of a VtBage Siofy at 
Moftgenveilj in the Cauntj of Oxford^ hj the BtsHof 
OF Ou&hXm. 



. '* In the ye^r 17^1 a viUitge Sbap wm < 
At Mongew^Uj in Q^of^ihue^ for the benefit «f 
^ poor of thatj and three ^oAil adbjoking pa» 
tjib«4« A quantity of foahrartkles of cdhfiuBp.* 
ck>n as they xSt^ as bacon and chcefe^ * being por*r 
^haied in Glaacefterihire, had the charge of car* 
Tiage. Moft ^her fituations W9idd be oearer t9 
«n advantageous market* This plan was adc^c^ 
under the apparent inconvenience of not having a 
moie proper ^ifon to fell the feveral coolm^^tiesi 
thaa an infirm old iaan> anable to r^ad or wxite» 
He received the articles that were waBiied for the 
week ; and it ^ppeto bf his reooptaiat . the clofe 
of it, that he has been perfedly corred. Since 
the ccMnmencementtb the prefent time (Feb. 1797*) 
there has been no reafon to regret his waitt of 
icholard\ip : a pit>of, how very eafy It- muR be to 
procure, ine very vlUage, a petfon eqtud to the talk* 
As he has FaiiihjKay^ and Jiis hou(e»rent is dif* 
charged, he Is p^rfeftly contented y^^th his falary 
«f IS. pe^r week, having alfo the common benefit 
of the Shop." + ' * 

"• Rice and coarfc fugir trere «<Wcd afterward*, 
f As th^ p\^t% of the various articles fold, have varied 
^uch^4:e>th« eftabliihment of the (hop^ I omkthem* 

The 
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Tiie quantity of Bacon fold during the year 
1796, was one hundred and fixty eight fcore. 
Cheefe twcnty-cight hundred weight. 
The faving to the poor was. 

On bacon £'34 *^»- 8^- 

On cheefe 11 13 4 

On candles, &c. t 1 1 o 



£.4« 



I could wilh to add the important ob- 
fervations annexed to this article ia 
the Report, but they are too long for 
infeition. 

In the 1 3th Report of the Society 
lately publiflied, an Account is givea 
of a Shop on the fame Plan, eilabliihed 
January, 1800, at Greenford, in Mid- 
dlefex, by the Reo. Dr (rlaffe, which 
anfwers extremely well ; and I am 
happy to refer to this Report, as a 
corroborating proof of the efficacy of 
requiring the poor to leave tickets at 
Church, as already defcribed, * 

* S^ page 251 and&fuel. 

VOL. II. F Referred 
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The following Extra6l is referred to 
in page 102. 

** Extras from an Account of Three Cottagert 
keeping Cows^ and renting land in Bjutlandjhire \ hj the 
Bishop of Durham.*' 

*' Among the Cottagers on Lord Winchilfea's 
eftate, in the county of Rutland, which I very 
lately vifited, I have feleded for the Society, three 
examples of the benefit of cottagers renting land. 
They are as follow : 

*' I ft. A day labourer, his wife, and eight finall 
children. 

<< 2d. An old man of foarfcore^ and his wife 
nearly of the fame age, 

*' $d. An old fingle woman." 
*^ The fiift and fecond of thefe families has eac6 
two cows, and the old woman one cow, with land 
to keep them on. They have each of them gar- 
dens. With this benefit, and that of his labour, 
the day labourer has bred up ten children, two of 
l^hich are put to fervice ; and he is now maintain. 
4figliin9<elf, his wife, and his other eight children, 
witiiovt aay call for parochial relief. The old 
|)copk elmnpt mtke any thii^ of their labour ; bnC 
yet with the benefit of their cow and garden, and 
ikt exeniona which thefe call forth^ and with a lit- 

tic 
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' tie occafional alBftance^ that the old man and hi> 
wife receive from their fon, and which the other 
old woman has from her yonngerneighbourBi thef 
appear to enjoy much more comfort than old age, 
in general, poflefles. They all aflkred me diat^ 
but for the cow and the garden, th&y cevld not hard 
fubfifled without parochial relief/* 




OBSERVATIONS. 

<< I have feledled thefe three examples from 
many fimilar ones there, in the fame rank of lifbj 
in proof of the utility of the meafures, which 
Lord WiBChilfea has adopted for the benefit of hia 
cottagers. There are two circumftances, which 
I learnt upon enquiry, and which I think will 
fhew, that the benefit I have ftated, wias not local 
or partial, but difFufed over his eftate ; one, that 
the rate colleAed, for the relief of the poor, in hif 
three pariihes, is not fo much on an average, as an 
annual fixpence in the pound ; the other, that hit 
09ttagers' rents, for their cottages and little clofea 
of ground, are, of all his rents, the earlieft and beft 
paid ; and that there has been no arrears of them 
for feveral years." 

" There was an air of content and gratitude^ 

marked in the countenances, and exprefled in the lan« 

guage of all the cottagers, that convinced me^ that 

F t what 
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what had been done for them by their bndlord, 
bad not only made them happy^ and improved 
their means of fubfiftence, bat that it has had very 
beneficial efieds on the heart and the morals. 
The advantages^ however, are not confined to the 
poor map and. his £imily ; they lextend to the pa- 
rilh, and prevent its being burthened with a heavy 
poor's rate ; and to the community at large, from 
the children of the • lower claffes of the people, 
being educated in habits of induflry, and of good 
order ; and having, at an early age, a fjpirit and 
energy infufed into them, by the examples of their 
parents ; which teach them, that their beft and 
lureft dependence, in future life, will be on their 
own exertions and good condud^, for the mainte- 
nance and welfare of themfelves and families." 



The Hiftory of Britton Abbot has 
already been made public, not only in 
the Society's Reports, but in detached 
Pamphlets ; yet I could not pafs it over 
unnoticed, without doing injuftice to a 
mod refpeftable charatler; and, it is 
poffible, tliat fome of my readers may 
not have heard before of this exem- 
plary cottager. 



An 
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*' An Account of a Cottage and Garden near Tad^ 
ctiftery by Thomas Bernard^ ^fi•** 

'* Two miles from Tadcafler, on the left hand 
fide of the road to York, Hands a beautiful little 
oottage^ with a garden^ that has long attra^ed the 
eye of the traveller. The flip of land is exadljr 
a rood, inclofed by a cut quick hedge ; and con- 
taiaing the cottage, fifteen apple-trees, one green- 
gage, three winefour plum-trees, two apricot- 
trees, feveral goofeberry and currant-bufhes, abun- 
dance of common vegetables, and three hives of - 
bees ; being all the apparent wealth of the pof- 
feflbr. The fingular neatnefs and good order, that 
marked every part of the little domain, and fome 
circumilances refpe^ing the owner^ which had been 
mentioned to me by Dr. Burgh of York, made me 
anxious to obtain the hiftory of the cottager and 
his family. In the end of May, 1797, I called, 
in my way from York ; but found the houfe, and 
the gate of the garden, locked. In the road ^o 
Tadcafter, however, I met with his wife, laden 
with a balket of provifions from the market ; and 
engaged her to find her hufband, who was at 
work about a mile off, and to fend him to me at 
the inn at Tadcafter. When he arrived, he very 
willingly gave me his hiftory as follows ; — ' 

3 «r « Hia 
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** His name is Britton Abbot ; hi» age fixty. 
.fey en, and his wife's nearly the fame* At nine 
years old, he had gone to work for a farmer ; 
and being a fleady, careful lad, and a good la- 
bourer, particularly in what is called talk work, 
ke had managed ib well, that before he was twenty. 
two years of age, he had accumulated nearly 
jf .40. He then married, and took a little form 
at jf .30 a year ; but before the end of the lecond 
year he found it prudent, or rather neceflary, to 
quit It, his property being exhaofted ; he then 
fixed in a cottage at Poppleton ; where, with two 
acres of land, and his common right, he kept two 
cows* Here he had refided viery comfortably at 
a labourer, for nine years, and bad fix chiidiea 
living, and his wife preparing to lie in of a 
feventh, when an enclofure of Poppleton took 
place ; and the arrangements made in confequence 
of it, obliged him to feek for a new habita- 
tion, and other means of fubiiftence for his fa. 
may." 

'* He applied to *Squire Fairfax, and told him, 
that if he would let him have ^ little bit of ground 
by the road fide, he would fhow him x^^fajhhns 
on it. After inquiry into his charader, he ob. 
tained of Mr. Fairfax the ground he now occupies, 
^nd with a little affiftance of the neighbours, in 
the carriage of his materials^ he built hb prefent 

home I 
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home; and planted the garden, and the hedge 
round it, which is a fingle row of quick, thirty- 
five years old, and without a flaw or defeft. •He 
fays, he cut it down fix times fucceffively, when it 
was young. Mr. Fairfax was fo much pleafed 
with the progrefs of his work, and the extreme 
neatnefs of his place, that he told him, it (hould 
be rent free. His anfwer defervcs to be remem- 
bered : " Now, Sir, you have a pleafufe in feeing 
my cottage and garden neat : and why (hould 
not other 'Squires have the famepleafure, in feeing 
the cottages and gardens as nice about them ? The 
poor would then- be happy, and would love them, 
atid the place where they lived, btit now every 
little nook of land id to be let to the great far. 
mers, and nothing left to the poor, but to go teethe 
Parifli." 

** He has feven children ; fix of whom atUined 
to man's eftate; and five are now living, and 
thnving in the wopld-. His fon has a little fkrm^ 
near Helmiley Moor : one of his daughters is the 
wife of a joiner at York ; another, of tlie occtt«. 
pier of a fiirra at Kelfield'; a third, of a labouring 
man, who has a little land of hi^ own, neat Duf- 
fi€l4; the fourth, is the wife of a labourer, wh<x 
has built a cottage for himfelf at Tadcafter, and 
wants nothing (as the father obferves}* but a bit 
of ground for a garden. Britton Abbot fays> he 
now earns izs. and fometimes 15s. and i^s^ a 
r 4 week^ 
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week, by hoeing turnips by the piece; fetting 
quick, and other taflc-work, but, to be fare, (he 
added) / hawe a grand cbarader in all this country,'* 
He gets from his garden annually, about forty 
bufliels of potatoes, befides other vegetables ; and 
his fruit, in a good year, is worth from £,^ to ;f .4 
a year. His wife occafionally goes out to work ; 
(he alfo fpins at home, and takes care of his houfe 
and garden. He fays, they have lived very happy 
together for forty-five years. — To this account it 
may be needlefs to add, that neither he, nor any part 
of his family, has ever had occaiion to apply for 
parochial relief.'* 

" Though my vifit was unexpefted, and he at 
the latter end of his Saturday's work, his clothes 
were neat and fufficiently clean ; his countenance 
was healthy and open ; he was a little lame of ond 
Jeg, the confequence of expofure to wet weather. 
He faid, he had always worked hard and well ; 
but he would not deny, but that he loved a mug 
of good ale when he could get it. When I told 
him my objed in enquiring after him, that it was, 
in order that other poor perfons might have cot. 
tages and gardens a« neat as his, and that he mull 
tell me all bis fecret — ^how it. was to be done ; he 
feemed extremely pleafed, and much afiefted • — ^he 
faid, *^ tK>thing would make poor folks more hap. 
py, than finding that great folks thought of them;" 
that l^e wiflied every poor man had as comfortable 

a home 
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a home as his own ; not but that he believed, there 
might be ^.f€*w thriftle/s fellows ^ who would not da 
good in it. 

*< I afked him whether he had not a cow. He 
faid, he had had one, and fhe had died; and hav- 
ing na other place but the lane, to keep his cow, 
he had not attempted to get another. — " Could 
you get land, if you had a cow?" — He thought 
he could. — " Suppoiing then (1 added) a cow could 
be bought for £. 1 2 and you could rent it on the 
terms of pay ing down £'.3 los. immediately ; and 
then £'.3 I OS. at the end of each year during 
three years ; and that the cow was to be yours, at 
the end of the three years, if (he lived, and yo» 
paid your rent regularly : — Do you think fuch a 
bargain would anfwer for you^f Yes, he faid, 
he was fure it would very greatly j and there were 
few cottagers, to whom it would not be a great 
advantage ; efpecially, when they had a family of 
children. I told him to inquire, whether he coiiI< 
get a little land; and I would have fooie more 
talk with him about it,> whfea I came down in 
Auguft/* 



" ExttaBfrom the OBSSRVATloifS, ht the ai^sr^ 
jiccount of Brittoh Abbot.*" 

" It is a melancholy fafl^, that in moft parta- 

•f England^ the habitations of the poor are not 

9 5 only 
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only comfortlefs and devoid o9 accommodation, 
but infuflicient in number ; and that honeft: and in^ 
duftrious families, are f^quently driven into the 
workhoufe> merdy for the want of cottages in 
their pariih ♦. 

' *^ If the cuftom c^ ietting grouod apart for 
them to build tipon, were to obtain generally, and 
in a' manner to induce and enable them to tak^ the 
bexiefit of it, it would* affift in gradually corrS^ng 
this national and increafing evil, aijd in fuppiying 
that ufefidclafs of men with proper habitations. — 
It would have other important effeds. It would di^ 
mini^ the calls for parochial relief; it would en- 
courage and improve the good habits of the poor ^ 
it would attach them to their parifhes, and give 
tkem an increafed intereft and (hare in the pro- 
perty and profperity of their country. The 
land required for each cottage «nd garden, need 

* There are lome parts of Sngland, particulaiijr in ihtr 
northern counties^ where the hakitatioos of the poor ave ver]p 
comfortable f and 6ther parts, in wkkh the pnblic fpirit o£ 
individuals have done, and ar^ doing much, to improve theift 
in their own neighbourhoods Pi&urefque cottages might be 
In difpofed aiwund a Pkrk, as to ornament and enliven the 
l^eaisrywith mi^ckmore eflSe^ than tbofg mi^laud Octbk 
CafiUs^andtbofepigny, moiUls ofGr^'mn TempUsy that perverted 
taAe is fo bufy with : but it is the unfortunate -principle of 
•irnamental buildings in EngJiand, ihM they (hould be sh»i- 
hthitcd ai^ umbab'uabli*- 

V -^ not 
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not be more than a rood ; the value of this woold 
bear no poiiible comparifon to that of the induftrjr 
to be employed upon it. The qoarter of an acre 
that Britton Abbot enclofed^ was not worth a ihiU 
ling a year. It now contains a good houfe and 
garden, abounding in fi-uit, vegetable^, and.almdl 
every thing that cOnftitutes the wealth of the cot« 
tager. In fuch inclpfure> the benefit to the coun. 
try, and to the individuals of the pariQi, would 
jfar furpais any petty facrifice of land to \)e re<^ 
quired. — Frve unfightly ani unprofitable acres ofnuafte 
ground y nuould afford- habitation and comfort to fwent^ 
Jkchfamdm-y as Brittw Abbot* s.** 



The following Extraft might, perhaps^ 
have been more properly introduced 
in the Firft Vol. where I noticed 
the deplorable condition of childrea 
working* in large manufadures, but 
it applies alfo to the fubjeft of fur- 
nifliing the poor with comfortable 
habitations. 

" Extras of an Accmmt of Mr^ Dalb*s C?//«r 
MSlsy at Nenjj Lanerk^ in Scotland ^ by Thomas 
Bernard, -%•" 

** Thefe Cotton Mills are four in noflaber^of vez^ 
Ur^<^ dimtniions^ turned by the rapid iiteam of 
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the Clyde ; the fixft two contain it,%oo fpindles 
' for fpinning ivater tnvifi ; the two others are occu- ^ 
pied by jennies, for fpinning mule yarn. The 
Village of New Lanerk, owes its exiftence to tlie 
ereflion of thefe mills. It confifts of neat fubftan. 
ttal houfes, forming two ftreets, half a mile in 
length, and broad, regular, and clean. Near the 
centre of the village are the mills ; and oppofitc 
ito them, a neat manlion, the occafional' refidence 
of Mr. Dale, the proprietor, and his principal 
manager. The village confifling chiefly of high, 
landers, contains about 1,500 inhabitants ; of 
whom, all that are capable of work, are employed 
in and about the mills. Of thefe, there are 500 
children, who are entirely fed, clothed, and edu- 
cated by Mr. Dale. The others lodge with their 
parents in the village, and have a weekly allow- 
ance for their work." 

*^ The healthy and pleafurable appearance of 
thefe children, has frequently attradled the atten- 
tion of the traveller. Peculiar regulations, adopted 
by Mr. Dale, for the prefervation of the health 
and morals of thofe under his prote^ion> have 
made this ftriking difference between his manufac- 
tory, and many other fimilar undertakings in this 
kingdom ; fo that while fome other mills muft be 
regarded as fem^naries of vice, and fources of dif- 
eafe, thofe at Lanerk are fo peculiarly exempt 
from thefe objeftions, that out of near 3000 chil- 
dren 
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dren employed in thefe mills daring a period of 
twelve years, from 1755 to 1797^ only fourtetn 
have died, and mt otu has been the objtd ef judicial 



The whole of this Extra6l is too long' 
for infertion, but it is worthy of the 
nioft attentive confideration, not only 
as a ftriking inftance of what may be 
done, but for the excellent obfervations 
and hints it contains for bettering the 
Condition of poor children working in 
cxtenfive manufaftories. 



The following extra6l is referred to 
in page 138. 

*' An Account of the Mode offupplying a Country ¥a» 
rijh 'With a Midivife. By the Rem. Mr. DoLLING> 
late Vicar of Aldenham^ Herts. 

'* Fifteen years ago, there being no midwife 
living in the parifh of Aldenham, I felefted a 
poor widow, who had three children fupported by 
^t parifh, and fent her up for inflrudlion, to the 
Lying.in Hofpital in Stoie-ftreet, near Totten- 

haxxi 
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bam Court Road ; where Dr. Ofbom permitted her 
to continue three months at a very fmall expenie. 
Irhough without any preparatory education^ (he 
returned fo well inftruded as to exercife her call- 
ing in the parilh ever fince without a (ingle acci- 
dent^ or ever having occafion to call in medical 
affiftance. She has been enabled thereby to fup- 
port herfelf and her children comfortably ; and ir^ 
now living, and in the. enjoyment of the confi- 
dence due to her (kill. She attends all the day. 
labourers wives, at the ftipulated fum of half ^ 
crown. 

" The expenfe of her inftruAion and fetting 
up, was coUeded in the parifh by fubfcription i 
part of which was paid for her board in the hofpi- 
tal, and the reft of the money was applied for 
her journey and incidental expenfes. She has 
been the caufe of a confiderable faving in the me- 
dical bills of the parKh, befides being a very great 
comfort and relief to the poor. 

Observation* 
, " The expenfe and trouble of the above wa» 
trifling ; its benefits, both to the poor and the pa- 
rifh > confiderable ; whenever, therefore, a parilh 
is diflant from medical aid, unprovided with a 
midwife of its own, the above may be recommend, 
ed to confideration." 

The 
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The following rules, &c. are referred 
to in page 140. 

The Rules and Regulations of the Charity fir Lyings 
in Women, and Sick Perfons, at Tottenham High 
Cross. 

*' That a fet of linen be lent to every lying- 
in woman, or fick perfon, that receives a ticket 
from any fubfcriber, for one month ; fuch fet con- 
taining one pair of fheetf, twelve napkins, 'one 
Ited-gown, and one fhirt. That eleven ihilliiig» 
be paid to each lying-in woman, towards defoyw 
ing the expenfes of a midwife and nurfe* Th&t 
the fame fum be laid out for each fick perfbn, ac- 
cording to^ their wants, either in procaring necef- 
fary food, coals, or medicines ; or, at the difcre- 
tion of the governefs, to be paid them in a weekly 
allowance. And that one of the fob(criber8 be 
appointed by the reft, to prefide over and manage 
tbe affairs of the charity, liable to the inlpe^on 
ef the annual meeting of fubfcribers. 

** Every fubfcriber to pay • three (hillings and 
fixpence at their entrance into the fociety, towards 

* This fuin fufficet for an eftabliibed cfiarity, btxt it is in» 
adequate far the parpofe of founding a flew inftitutioo on ac* 
comt of tbe adtaaced price of liaco. 

the 
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the porchafe of linen; and afterwards to continue 
to pay fixpence a week, to be colleaed annually* 
Every fubfcribcr to receive a ticket infcribed witk 
the name every fix months from the governefs^ 
which they are at liberty to difpofe of to any ob. 
jeft refiding in the parifli, whether lying-in or 
fick, whom they think deferving of their bounty* 
Eveiy patient that receives a ticket Ihajl prefent 
it to the governefs, that the name may be fet. 
down for admiflion. If the patient be a lying-in 
woman, the ticket to be returned to her ; that 
when taken ill, (he may fend it to, the govemefs- 
for a bag of linen. No linen to be delivered 
without a ticketj or previous to the woman's in- 
difpofition. None but married women can re- 
<jeive a lying-in ticket. No woman to keep the 
linen longer than a months without leave from the 
govemefs ; who (hall have a difcretionary power 
of prolonging the time,, in cafe of uoufual circunu 
fiances. Every woman to return the linen clean^j 
and right in number. Any woman neglefting to 
obfcrve thefe rules, to be incapable of receiving 
any futarc benefit from the charity • The gover- 
Ijefs is empowered to lend^bags of linen to perfons 
of good charader who have been difappointed of 
obtaining tickets^ if there be a fufficient number 
10 fupply the patients. 

** Tbu is the mani of cmfiJkraUj ixtending tht 



d by Google 



AFPEJ^DIX. 329 

lenefiu of the charity. None fhall receive prefenta- 
tions to this charity> but fuch as refide in the pa- 
rifh, without regard to their being parilhioners. 
There (hall be an annual meeting of the fubfcri- 
bcrs on the firfl of May ; at which time the fub- 
fcriptions arc to be collected. Thofe who are 
prevented from attending perfonally are requefted 
to fend their fubfcriptions in order to fave trou- 
ble. The fubfcribers are eameftly requefted to 
be careful, that the objedls of their bounty are 
not fuch as fu£[er under any infed^ious difeafe. 
Sick perfons whofe difeafe is infedUous, fuch as 
fmall-pox, fevers, &c. can only receive the ap- 
pointed fum without the loan of linen." 

The foregoing rules are well adapted 
to a charity, conduced by a Society. 
The following hints may be acceptable 
where the management reds with a 
private individual ; one Lady may un- 
dertake the management of fix fets 
of linen for lying-in women in the fol- 
lowing way. 

Let the things belonging to each fet be marked, 
fo as to diftinguifh them from thofe of the other 
fet«, and kept in a feparate hag or bajket \ 1 give 

the 
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' the preference to the latter, ofi account of its be- 
ing naore handy to keep the things together, while 
in ufe, than a ba^. It fhould be made of white 
wicker, with a lid to fhut clofe, and of »i oblong 
form, rounded at the ends, about the length 
of a (heet when folded up in the ufoal way, and 
Sixteen inches deep. 

When a woman applies for the loan of a balket, 
2^ ticket fhould be given her, with her name 
written upon it, and the time at which Ihe ex- 
pefts to be brought to bed. Thefe particular* 
ikould then be entered in a book, that reference 
may be made to it occafionaHy - to prevent pro. 
mifes to too man}*^ women expeding at the fame 
time. On the ticket being fent when the woman 
is taken iU, a baiket fhould be deHvered, to 
be returned at the end of the month. TJw 
day of the month on which a baiket is lent fiiould 
be entered in the book, in order that it may be 
looked after, if not punflually returned. 

Reftorative Jelly, page 146. 

A neat's foot, as prepared at the tripe fhopt, 
and two ounces of hartfliorn (havings, baked for a 
confidcrable time in a flow oven, with two quarts 
of milk, and two quarts of water. While it is 
hot, the jelly muft be flrained from the bones, &c, 
and when^ cold the fat muft be taken off ^e top 

of 
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•fit. When ufed, wtnn a little of it aod fweetcn 
it to the tafte. A cup full may be taken as often 
as the ftomach will bear it* In fummer time it 
is advifeable to omit the milk in baking the foot> 
and to add it when the jelly is to be taken^ as it 
will not keep in hot weather. — It may be ftewed 
ia a digeftet. 

** ExtrtUi/rom an Accomtofa Provifimmade upon 
au Incisure far fupp\^iHg the Poor with Ffiei. Bj 
£owAKe PAaaTj E/f. 

" Upon the inclofure of the parilh of Little 
Dunhamj i^ the county of Norfolk^ in the year 
1794, being lord of the maiior, I got a claufe 
ioferted^ diredling the commii&oners to fet out a 
jMLrcelqflandt to be called The Poor's £«tatBi 
and to be irefted in the lord of the manor for th« 
time being, and to be let by them for twenty -one 
years in leafe ; the rents and profits to be laid out 
by them in fuel, to be delivered at the cottages 
of the poor, in fuch proportions as the truftees 
Ihould think proper. 

** Although the prejudices of the poor againftthe 
inclofure were very great before it took place j 
the moment they faw the land inclofed, and let 
as the Poor's eftate, for twenty-one years by auc- 
tion, at the rate of j^. 50 per year (although only 

eftimated 
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eftim^ted hj the commi£ioners at £, 20 a jear} 
they were highly gratified; and they have in. 
deed great reafbn to rejoice, being now fliofl am- 
ply fupplied with that great comfort of life. 
This has been fo apparent, that fome neighbour- 
ing inclofures have followed the example, and it 
appears to me to be advifeable that fuch a plan 
fhould be generally made known. 

" The firft idea was to fell the land, and place 
the money in the public funds, in order to pro. 
duce a larger income ; but 1 found it was not 
underflood by the poor ; they faid, they might at 
any time be deprived of the money, and they had 
no intereft in the land inclofed ; whereas, in the 
mode purfued, they confidered themfelves as hav- 
ing a permanent, and improveable eftate, which 
their children would inherit. Thefe prejudices 
are valuable ; as in their confequences they pro. 
duce, if attended to, induftry and content, 

'^ 1 have had occafion to obferve, as to fuel, 
which is certainly an important article to the 
pooTy that, where there are commons, the ideal 
advantage of cutting flags, peat, or wins, often 
caufes a poor man to fpend more time in,procur- 
ing fuch fuel, than, if reckoned, his labour would 
purchafe for him double that quantity of good 
firing." 

RefeiTed 
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Referred to in page 150. 

Dr. HAYOARTH'f Rulei^ for freventing h^eBitm 

F£*V€rs, 

** It may be proper' previoufly to obferve, that 
the poifop of a contagious fever, in a fmall, clofe, 
and dirty room, infeds a great proportion of 
mankind ; not lefs than twenty-fix out of twenty- 
feven, or a ftiil greater proportion ; but in a 
large, airy, clean apartment, even putrid fevers 
^re feldom or never infcdious. When this poiibn- 
ous vapour is much diluted with frefh air, it is 
not noxious. From a large colledlion, and an at. 
tentive confideration of fadts relative to this dif« 
temper, have been formed the following rules. 

'^ I . As fafety from dangers depends on cleanli. 
nefs and frefh air, the room door of a patiept, ill 
of an infedious fever, efpecially in the habitations 
of the poor, (hould never be Ihut ; a window in 
it during the day ought to be frequently opened* 
Such regulations would be highly ufeful, both to 
the patient and nuries ; but are particularly im- 
portant, previous to the arrival of any vifitor. . 

*' 2. The bed-curtains Ihould never be clofe 
drawn round the patient ; but only the fide next 
the light, fo as to (hade the face. 

'^ 3, Dirty clothes, utcnfils, &c. fliould be fre * 

qaently 
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qaently changed^ immediately immerfed in coM 

water ; and walhed clean when taken out of 

it. 

• ** 4« All diicharges from the patient (hould be 

inilantly removed. The floor near the patient's bed, 

Ihould be waihed clean every day with a wet inop 

or cloth. 

*' 5. The air in a lick room has, at the fame time, 
a more infedlious quality in fome parts of it than 
in others. Viiitors and attendants ihould avoid 
the current of the patient's breath ; the air which 
afcends from his body, efpecially if the curtains 
be clofed; and the vapour arifing from evacua- 
tions. When medical or other duties require a 
vifitor to be placed in thefe fituations of danger, 
infedlion may be frequently prevented by a tem- 
porary fufpenfion of refpiration. 

*' 6. Viiitors ihould not go into an infeftioas 
chamber with an empty ilomach ; and in doubt- 
ful circumilances, or coming out, they ihould blow 
from the nofe, and fpit from the mouth any infec- 
tious poifon, which may have been drawn in by 
the breath, and may adhere to thofe paifages*." 

♦ The foregoing Rules arc printed upon a feparate ihettf 
Vy the Society, with a ▼ierw to their being diftribDte<!,fo that 
a frinted copy may be put up in every houfe where, there 
is an infeaious fever. They nay bi» had at Hatchard'^ 
PkcadiUy. 
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Some Jbort ExtraSs from Dr, Fbrriar's Direc* 
tions forfbe Treatment of the dyings 

'* One of the fureft indications of the nearnefi 
of death is the alternate toflini;; of the arms from 
the breail backwards. This^ perhapsj is an effort 
to aifift the mufcles. 

«* The length of the interval between infenfi- 
biiity and the abfolute ceflation of exiflenccj 
which occurs in fo many cafes^ has given rife to 
a multitude of fuperftitious notions^ and mifchiev. 
ous praAices among the vulgar. The effedls of 
theie impreiiions ftill remain. It is a prevalent 
opinion among nurfes and fervants^ that a patient, 
whofe death is lingering, cannot quit life while 
he remains on a common bed; and that it is 
neceflary to drag the bed away, and place him on a 
mattrefs. This piece of cruelty is often pradlifed 
when the attendants are left to themfelves. 

** Another improper pradice, is the precipita- 
tion with which the attendants lay out the body 
immediately after death has taken place. I have 
known them ftrip the body, in very cold ftormy 
weather, and wrap it in cold linen, throwing a 
fingleflieet over it, and opening the doors and 
windows of the apartment, in little more than 
lialf an hour after a patient had died fuddenly • 

^< It is too certain that the helplefi patient often 

feels 
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feels thofe cruelties after he has become unable to 
cxprefs his fenfations diftindly. The teftimonjf 
of perfons who have recovered from apparent 
deathi leaves no doubt on this head. Perhaps a 
more deplorable condition can fcarcely i>e con« 
ceived, than that of an expiring mailer of a fa. 
mily, transferred from the foothing^ cares of his 
* friends, to the officious folly, or rugged indiffer. 
ence of fervants. Thb is a ftate of fuffering to 
which we are all expofed, and, if it were unavoid. 
able, I (hould be far from defiring to unveil fo 
affliding a profpedl ; but the means, of preven. 
tion are fo eafy, that I cannot forbear to folicic 
the public attention to them. 

*^ When the tofling of the arms, which I have 
defcribed, the rattling noife in refpiration,' and 
difficulty of fwallowing have come on, all unnecef. 
fary noife and buftle about the dying perfon (hould 
be prohibited. The bed- curtains (hould be 
drawn nearly clofe, and unlefs the patient (hould 
place himfelf in a pofture evidently mieafy, he 
ihould be left undifiurbed. flxclamations of grief, 
and the crodding of the family round the bed, only 
ferve to haf rafs him. 

*^ The common pra<5lice of plying him with 
liquors of different kinds, and of forcing them 
into his mouth when he cannot fwaliovv^/ (hould be 
totally abftained from, 

I '*Whcp 
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/< Wliealieno loogtthntAts, one peribn only 
&ould ftaiiii in the nxM% who flboold take cue 
that no alteration it flu4e in the ftate of the be4. 
Eytty thing (hooU he amdnOed, as if he weie 
in a caanfitorf deep. If the weather be hot^ the 
windows of the room may be opened, and the 
bed-cortain$ undrawn, in the conrfe of two or 
three h6urs. In winter it will be fofficient to 
withdraw the curtains within that time.'* 

<^ There can be no jnft reafon for the hafte^ 
with which it is ufoal to lay out the dead body. 
Several hoars may be fuflfered to elapfe, before 
this is done ; for the joints do nqt cooinionly be. 
come rigid for a confiderable time* At the end 
of that period, the body will be completely cold^ 
and all remains of fenfibllity will be extih* 
guilh^/' 

<' It is far from my intention to excite, by 
thefe remaks, apprehenfions refpeAing premature 
interment, in thofe who -may be led to petufe 
this paper without sMich knowledge of medical 
fobjedis. The period to which I wifli to diredb 
attention, precedes the funend by fereral days» 
according* to the cnfiom of this country, and it 
nuift require uncommoa fblly> to incnr the haxard 
offuchanerent*'.' i 

" Hi^pily the nfage of keeping the body po^ 
bofied for fereral days> ia & inoiy eftabli(hed in 

¥0L« ii» ft this 
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ttii coontiy/ that itktimnrceflary to Jpeetikte^iA 
the pofibilit^ of fiich ^bnfes. '.The fiigh^ft ap^ 
peuJinde of potrefafUon^ai&rds Efficient fecaritf 
againft any reYifitingf «f>life; and' market of thU 
aatuie are abiroft. alwi^'.tiiibk) before th^ date 
of interment obferved here, r • ! 



*^ Referred to; in page 150.' • 

Extras of/iH Account of the Expenfe and Benefit of 

• frequently 'white 'tuajhing the Rooms of a Poor^houfe^ 
: By Willi am £mm^ Efq, Secretary to the Bishop 

• OP Durham. 

.** The Poor-houfe at Bifhc^. Auckland has 
been^ during the preceding fuinmerj white. w allied 
every fix weeks. 

Observations. 

♦* It would be well fef the inhabitants of cot- 
tages, as 'well as poor.hou&s, if the cuftom of 
very frequently white- waihing them were preva- 
lent throughout the kingdom. Clean white, 
^afiiedrwalls not only contribute to prevent the 
eidftence of vcrtnin^ but induce habits of cleanli* 
nefs in thofe people who refide in them. It was 
-obferved by Mr« Howard^ in his wod: on La^a. 
lettos^ that4nicottagie$aoi\'his eftalc in Bedford- 

... fixixcj 
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ffiife, which hitd bcien made comfortable, 'and* 
^^ 'nvhi&.nve7fi?^d hoth kulthm and *withouty** that the 
V^ry fame families ^hich were before floVenly* 
alid -dirty, hadi uponthfij change of habitation,, 
become neat* in 4heir pbrfons, their hoikfes^. atid^ 
tlreir gardens." »' ; . '^ J *^ 
1 ", When it rs genefallj^ 'feftdwn that the feiir 
white- waihings of AuckTknd. PV)or^oufe Mv6 
ikbduced the moftbehcfiiikleflfefts,- and have co^ 
©nfy'alikl^'itrpUble, and ihitjwn ofeighhfenced 
yearj't flatter myfdfthere Will bi; tery awpbdrl" 
houfesin BtigUnd winch will -not be frequently: 
white-w^ed,*' . T .: .••• /^ v.-jj ; -rl 

« " The price and quality of liine-is'rery difieri; 
cut in different parts of the kih^ddhii ' Ifx'-Lbnr 
don and fomeother places it -felh aA"high as ekt 
OlilUrig a bulhel; and the lime cMefly - in uf© is 
dialk lime, wMch does not anfv^^^r fow'ell as 
ftonc iim©/-« Ihe .difficulty and expenf^/ howfever,^ 
of obtaining thebeft ftone lime for-tKi^ ^ihpofe,- 
in afiy part of the kingdom', 'maft**-be fo6 incohfiJ 
d^rablit topiei^rit i'ti genel^l Wi iFmoft ap.* 
ppived;: - l:n tlt« ileighbo!irhoo<*^ MairicHift^r, i 
horfe lo^a .©if lime, which- i^fftfifefeht*- tb- wriii^^> 
w^Ska^Bmt-a dojeeA'cc^ta-ges, cofts fburteen pence, 
•iifch^fo^fcacH cottage ^duld be two-pence half.' 
pa»y a- year,.ftiippofing them regularly white^ 
wadwd in fpeing artd ^utiiAiiu Irf&me plaees the 
^'•'^•'. ^ ^ expenfe 
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CBcpenfe may be incxta&d, perlnpi at high at jt 
(hilliog a cottage ; bnt as a general average £br 
each cottage^ two^pcnce or three halfpence m, 
)rear expended by the landlord or the pariib in 
Applying the cottagers with the materials for 
white.waihing his cottage^ would, wonderfiillx 
coptribfite to the ckunUoels and health of thi? poor 
throaghout the k^gdom." 

*f If lime-waih i? ^Spd th#Ahas been pte^mdt 
i^rith lime already flakedt it n>ay, in fixne in* 
fiances^ reqairp fixe to b^ aiixed with it : but if 
fmei bf^ is ofedj and in the metropolis and in 
laige towns it may be obtained at all times in 
' the fn^aUedquantitieSf it will not be necefiary to 
mix fixe with it ; and the good eftds of th^ 
white-waihbg, in deftroying vermfaij and lemoy* 
ing infc6lionp will be much iacreafed. The iboner, 
indeedi the lime is ufed, after it is flaked^ the 
better; cfpecially if tlKre is any apprebenfion of 
infeaion in the houie* In that cafet it is proper 
that t^e walls IhouM be frequently wa&ed widi 
quick lime^ fitih (hked in water^ and pot ^oa 
while it is bubbll^ig and hot } as is the pradioo 
oftlieHoiife ofReODvery at Mancheier." 

<< I fuppole the mafter of thp pooi^^honfetod^ 
the work hiinfelf. If a workflian isemphiyed tm 
pot it on^ the additional expeaee would be dbouc 
fixpence each roomj y(\mAh ^ tbe fifteen roansy 

would 
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would he j$. 6d. a tiiflci of £i. io»* a year.— 
If, indeed, the Overfeer's brother or nephew is to 
be employed in the joi by the yardj the incieafe of 
the expenoe would be very eonfiderable ; and 
mxghti inftead of eightpence a year, amount to an 
annual expenditure of fevend pounds, and the coil 
prove almoft equal to the benefit of the work be. 
ing done*'* 



The following paper, which is noi^^in 
circulation, fliewsthe progrefsof Mr. 
Martin's plan, (mentioned in page 
165) for the relief of beggars in 
themetropolia; and as a iincere well- 
wiiher to its fucce&, I infert it here, 
with the view of contributing to thb 
publicity of fo benevolent an under- 
taking« ♦ 

*' The ENQUIRY now propdfed to be carried 
on ijito tic ^to/r 3f MENDICITY in the METRO- 

* That \t it poffible to extirpate beggary from a city, t ap« 
peal to the inftance of the Reform oi the Poor in Hamburgh' ; 
aod to the veqr ihfittelGog acdount of a fvccebful experiment 
, of the fame nature at Munich, gitea by Count ILamfwd» ia 
the firft Number of his ExpcrimeatMl Efyn 

H I POLIS, 
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POLIS, is Inftinited with a view to afcertain in 
fome degree^ the nature and extent of the evil, in 
order to prepare the way for the formation and in- 
troduAion of a regular and dtgeftcd plan for gene- 
ral relief; a plan not confined to the relief of the 
diftrefTedobjefls themfelves exclufively, but adapted 
•likewife to eafc the Parilbes of .the Metropolis, 
and its environs^ from a heavy and intolerablejex- 
pence, to economij^e the funds, of Charity, and to 
afliA the humane in a more fatisfa^ory diitribu. 
tion of ^heir Alma." :r / l\ 

'* Till a diligent and accurate enquiry be i^ade, 
it would be premature to propofe a remedy. The 
fubjeft from its difficulty requires, and from.its im* 
portancewell delerves particular inveftigation, pre- 
vioUfly to an attempt at leaft> towards not' fnertly a 
partial, superficial, a^ temporary palliative ; but 
,a general, ra4ical, and permanent cur^.'*,! ' r 

** For the attainment of this great end,, it is 
delirable that the several parties concerned, fhould 
concur in the profecution of the general intention ; 
the Beggars, by attendance at the Office, and by 
giving a fair aiM open relation of the caufes and 
Vrcumftances of their diftrefs ; the Parilhes, and 
jhef Public, by affording their countenance and 
affiftance." 

"It has been fuppoied, and with great appear- 
•ance of reafon> that Beggars would not eafily be 
perfuaded to expofe themfelves to the hazard of a 
/ : critical 
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critical examination ; bat my experience in a for- 
mer enquiry, ha» happily evinced the contrary di£. 
pofition, by very crowded attendances/* 

** From the Parifhesfome objeftions have arifen* 
It was at leaft difficult, if not impoffible, to profe- 
cute an extenfive enquiry of this nature, with » 
view to any adequate remedy, without an appsu 
Tently undue interference in their appropriate con- 
cerns. But may I not fofdy appeal to their can- 
dor ; may I not venture to alk, whether 1 had moll: 
Teafon to expeft oppofition, or fupport, when I 'et<- 
gaged in an endeavour to raife from negledl and ' 
oblivion, helplefs, homelefs, friendlefs Wanderers, 
the moft defpifed and deierted of mankind; and 
may I not hope, that objedlions will diminilh, and 
cordial concurrence and support fucceed, in the 
furtherance of an attempt, not merely t<^ meliorate 
the condition of thefe wretched vidliras of mifcon. 
du^ and misfortuke ;; bitt ultimately to rid tht 
pariihes of the enormous expenfe of cafual exttitr 
farochiai poor ; an expenfe, which in the Metrow 
polit efpecially, and in other great tmrmy has in* 
duced a genen^ confiifion in parifh accounts, hat 
diftrad^ed the attention of parifh officers, and div 
▼erted the ftreams of parodiial ai<ls fSrom the pro. 
per channel of their application ; fo that the relief 
afforded to thofe who had the right of fettlement 
to {deadji and who might jufUy be efteemed the 
«x4 peculiar 
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pccoliar objeJ^s of parochial care^ iusj in ccmpa- 
rifon^ been very rarely adequate to the occafion." 
*' To the generous Public I fcarccly need ap. 
.peal. Abundant has been oar experience^ in very 
.trying feafons^ of the ready difpofition of pcrfoni 
.of rank and fortune, as likewife of many others^ 
.in more moderate circumftances of life, to ftep 
.forward in the fupport of various plans for the re. 
Uef of their neceiiitous fellow.creatures. I hope 
this will not be deemed unworthy of their pa> 
tronage — Succefs mull evidently depend on public 
opinion and encouragement." 

Fire thoufand tickets are printed, and lodged at 
the dfice (at No, 8, MarJham^Street, Weftmxnfier)\ 
thefe are deiigned to be difpofed of in parcels of 
not lefs than ten, at the price of three-pence each 
•ticket, to myfelf and others, who may be inclined 
' lo concur in afSftiitg the meafure, and to be given 
t^ Beggars fvincipally, in pMereiice to other 
paupers, (for pthers will oceaiioiuily applyf and it 
irould be hardly poffible at all times to diftio* 
gui(h) apd lo fery^ as tickets of introdu^oo to 
t)ie office, where each pauper may receive the 
r^^c of the ticket, in ?etum for his Qr her tale* 
. To " the Society for bettering the Conditiooy 
Wd increafmg thq Comforts of the Foor," I anr 
fkeply indebted for the progrefs already made* 
Tiirough the friendly recommendation of that Sa» 
ficq^j a liberal fupply has been received from Go. 

yemmenti 
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T^miBeiit^ for die paxpdTe of profccuCing the ta^ 

<' Tke acqpifitkm of iirfbrmatkxii. rathet than 
tlie relief of iiStreA, ii the frhnaiy obje^ of the 
piefent inftittition ; bat in looking into fa masxf 
eifes of mifery in deteil, namy my cccor, m 
which a fnudl donation or loan might operate moifc 
feafenaUy in laving an individual^ or faniily« from 
mn, or aiorcGsg them the raeana of maintaining 
tkeasfelves. bf their own induftry » It is therefore 
very defirahle ikac there ihodd be Ibme appio^ 
priate fimd, from whidi fuch occi^onal relief might 
be extended ; tbotigh I wiih it to be diftindUy ob* 
fervcd, that the intention is not ultimately to in* 
ci^iie the burdens on the public for the mainte^ 
nance of the poor, but todimtnifli themiby caHing 
fimh fources that have too long been negleded, 
and (c^oBoiluaing raea«s which have been fireqoentlr 
fluiianplied*" 

Pocti CwntT^ Weftmtnfter^ 



Ah AccoM$a tf tie Ehdiavovr SocrETT>^ fie 
nbef aniitifiruavm <f the P<9or»— « TahM/mn thir 
Akti^jfacdift Review. ' 

« Atatimewhenfi>mapy,Aflbciationa>forthr 
fcqfagptiibof Iniddity aed Jacobimlb have bees 

« lifovtd to FH* ^« 

ft5 rtabliihci 
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•ftablifhed to corrupt the h^rts, and topettrferr thcT 
minds of the lower claffes of Society, it is lyitb 
heart -fcltfatifefadlion, we witness' the cft'ablifh: 
ment of any inftitution, which tends to conlfttcr- 
a^ defigns fo pernicious to individuals, and fo de. 
ftrudtive to the coimminity. To afford temporal 
afliftance, and to coramtmica'te reli^om know-' 
kdge to the poor, is a duty which every man is 
bound todifcharge to the beft of his al^ity ; but 
this duty is perhaps beftpeifdnned' by alTocia*^ 
t ions, in which the united e^r^ of individuals 
have much greater (cope for exertion, and are, 
confequently, capable of producing a much greater 
•flfea.". : 

** The Endeavoitr Society, thoBgh it has 
. ^n eftabliflied fome time, and has fome refpe^* 
able names. in the liil of its fopporters, is' not fb 
well known as' k ought to be. Its defign is, by 
means of an annual fubfcription of One Guinea, to 
Taife a fund to be applied, in various ways, to the 
relief of the indigent ; to advance fmall fums to 
perfons in bufinefs i .to fupply medical aififtance to 
the fick,. child .bed. linen, , and all • other relief to 
|ying-in women at their own habitations ; to in- 
oculate their children ; and„ in fhort, to remove 
the wants, and contribute to the comforts of the 
|)6or,'a8far')i8circumfta!W:€s^1H"adihit'.'*'' *'^ ** 

•' While the iM^entioft. of the focietJp'tel^lWii 
thus dire^ed to. the admiroftlKftion of relief to 
1. Tv :. the 
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che*bodily w^ts of th^' poor, they have been 
equally vigilant in inftilling found principles of 
religious and civil duty into their minds. This 
has been eflfedled by the eftablilhment of a Library 
for their- ufe, containing fuch plain books of Divi-^ 
nity, as are comprehenfible by every Underftanding, 
arid' by the occafional diflribution of cheap trafts, 
and a fet of Prayers for morning and evening, 
ftuck on paflcboard, to be hung up in their bed- 
chambers. By this means the poor are enabled, to 
a certain degree, to defeat the arts of the nu- 
merous fe^aries, who are arduous in their at* 
tempts to fedttce them from theeftabiilhedChtirch ; 
that kind of .ignorance which facilitates fedudion 
is removed ; and a firm fenfe of duty implanted 
in the mind. Whenever the fund will admit of 
fuch an extenfion of their Ran, the Society mean 
to eftablifh a Sunday School, to be condudied ac- 
cording to the intention of the original fouhdera 
of fuch Schools, on the true principled of the* 
Church of England." 

• • ** Thisis a brief outline of the Endeavour Sb- 
ciiTY, which comprehends other ufeful objefts/ 
and which is unqneftionably entitled to public en'-' 
cooragement. It affords the isieans of doing^glreaf 
good at a trifling expence : and thefe fiirely irfe' 
tiines, which call for every exertion- from*' the^ 
fi^eSds of exifting inftitutions, -and the'eneniiei^ 
fiiAOvitiODj in Chwch aiid-State." • ^ . ' * ' ' 
*-f The 
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Tbe Tfeafmtr of thit Society it Mr. PsAitj 
Rockiiigham Kow, Ncwington Bbtts, 



The Society to which the following 
Profpe£los relates, promifes great be- 
Befits to the caufc of ReligioD; The 

. ConduAors of it will, without doab^ 

• come forward in due time. 

Tht SociBTT for Maintainuig and Adrtaiang 
the Principles of the£aTABi.xaHBD Chvrch^ 
hf foondlnftmaiitt and wdl dbrea^l Oiarity • 

It 18 an awful troth> that tke Church of Cfarift 
hae neyeF> Ifom ita fidlb eftablifiunenti been ex.^ 
pofed to fo many and great dangera u at this mo* 
9ieAt. Under (his iHnpreffion we led it to be our 
duty to cone forward for the defence and prefer, 
yation of that moft ibund part of it to which we 
belong — ^the Church as by law eftaUifiMdio thefe 
dcmuniona ; to whole truly Apoftoncal do^fkie^ 
and di&ipline we do aaft unH^gAecBy iiibfcrib^. 
And confidering the fin of Schifin aa the taakk 
fmroeof ^ebiuereft caluuities with which Aia 
9tttoo his been afllifted within the laft two ccn-* 
Inriest aa wdJ aa Jot tbofe which now nore ptr^ 
ticdarly thieateft it, we think it JBCwnbcuf gyoo 
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^Qs to declare j tliat our grand defiga in tomitig to. 
getber at this criis of diftrefi and pcfUg !s to pr«* 
ferve and ftrengthen . the unity of the National 
.Churchj and to maintain and advance its genaine 
principles, hy a folid, a^Uve, and permanent afToi^ 
ciation of all its faithful members -, whofe atten* 
.tion, coUeAively and individually^ will be di- 
redled to produce a general corredlion of princi* 
pLt8, acorrefpcmding refonnstioo of condud, and 
ji removal of the eziftiog abofes of edncation. It 
is thus that we conceive we ihall bed promote ia 
this country that anioo and harmony which con* 
ftitnte the ftrengthof a fiate; and by exhibiting 
•a glorious example of the Imffy fruits of true i«u 
Jigion and virtue^ bfpire oth^ coontriea with aa 
encitafed abhorrence of thofe infidel fy ftemsj which 
fcavereoder^d one lai( of Europe afcene of deloia* 
lion, horror^ and anaKhy. 

The peculiar .cifcumftaaces of the moment im^ 
pel us further to declare, that we fhall exert our 
iitmoft infliience lor the maintenance of thofe iawsp 
which, in times of lefs danger, our Fore&thers 
thought neceflary for the fecurity of the Efta« 
bliihed Church, and without whidi^ we are per« 
fuaded it could not much longer continue to 
exiftf In thus pledging purfeives upon this fiibi^ 
jed, we ar^ fiir from being aduated by any feel« 
ingsof intolerance. In conformity with thege« 
iHiine priotiples of that Church* we wtfli to culti« 

vatc 
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Tate fentiments of true Chriilian charitjr to all 
mankind; we are earneftly defiroixs that all our 
fellow fubjeds may contume to enjoy the utm<^ 
liberty of confcience ; and we ihould rejoice that^ 
hy being united with as in our holy communion^ 
all the civil difabilities which any of them lie 
under^ were removed : ^ile we feel that we are 
confulting the real intereft of all who diflent from 
that conmnmion^ in defending a Church which, acv 
tuated by a mild fpirit of toleration, has been al« 
ways friendly to civil liberty ; a Churdi which^ 
while every other ^eligiots eftablifliment diat-has 
^t any time obtained - in this country^ has dif- 
|]layed a Tindidlive and perfecuting fpirit^ iecures t# 
all a fall enjoyment of the rights of confcience^ 
and of their pecoiiar fdnns of wocihip ; and the 
overthrow of which would^ therefore, be equal^ 
dedrudlive to all defcripticMis of p^onsj whatever 
their religious perfuafions may be. 

Amid all the difficulties and difcouragementt 
which muft attend our aifociating for the above 
f urpofeS) in an age io diftinguiflied as the pteieiit 
ibr degenera<^ of manners, for relaxation of prin- 
ciples, for apoftacy from the Chriftian religioffy 
and for lakewarmaefs and indifference among its 
profelTors, we feel the utmoft fatisfadlion in re- 
fledingy that we commence our efforts in the reign 
ef a Prince who, by his truly Chriftian life, by- 
his zealous^ attachment to the Eftabliihed Churchy 

by 
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by his conftant and devout attendance upon Its or. 
dinances^ and by his £rm(9ppo!rt of its author! ty^ 
difcipline^ and rights, is To eminently entitled to 
the veneration and gratitude of all his fubje^t. 
Under the aufpices of fuch a Pl*ince we (hall hope 
for the divine bleffing upon "our endeavqurs to 
maintain the Church of which he is on earth the 
fupreme head ; and^ thereby, to tranfmit tp otir 

fPPflcrity, in purity and, vigour, both, the religiou* 
and ciinl eftablilhments, by which we have b^en £> 

. long^bleiTed above all other nations. , > 

Having thus declared the principles on wbifih 
we afibciate, we proceed to fpecify the immediaije 
objeds we have in view, and the meana^liy wUcJi 
we propofe to purfue thofe obj^» . » 



-OBJECTS. 
ToconnteraA, tfyed^y among the Yoong, In; 
fidelity in Principle, Imtnorality in Practice, ani 
Innovation in Religion> hy inculcating the genuine 
I>od^iiies of Chrlftianity , as taught and maintained 
by THS Chuuch OF England* 



MEANS. -i 

A Fund to be raifed by: an annual Subfcrlptlon 
of not lefs than one Guinea for each Meixdber^ * 



promote the Succefs of the laftituclonii will be thmlcfully 

received. - . . . i".. 



* Donations^ or Legacies, from all Perfons, who wiih to 

iinkfully 

Cheap 
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Cheap publications^ or parts extra^ed fi^m mom 
confiderable works, calculated to promote tkeprac. 
rice of religion and virtue ; to fuppoit the efta- 
biiflmients of this country, in Church and State ; 
and to preferTe the peace and good'order of So- 
ciety J to be diftributed gratis. 

The endeavours of the Society, coHedively and 
individually, to be conftantly and uniformly di. 
felled to the promotion of a leligious education 
in all clafle» of Society, according to the prin. 
dples of the Church of England ; and to the 
irigihiiit Aki active employment of all legal means 
4br the edrreaion of thofe abuies of education5 
^mhitk are ealcula«ed to render the youth of ^fab 
country diiaffeded to its eftablifhments id Chutdi 
and State. 

The formadoil of ibbcndiitatt Societies^ for the 
jkme puffpc^es, to be purfiied by the ikaii^ tfieans, 
jdico^ghottt hia Majefty's dominions, (o be affi» 
iaonAj pfoaBK>ted ; the Coaumttees of fuch Socie. 
lies (in carder to preferve unity of views, and har* 
mony of co-operation) to report their ploceed^ 
ings, from time to time^ to the General Com- 
mittee, in London.. 



FUNDAMENTAL REGULATIONS, 

The Society toconfift, exclufively, of Members 
tf the ChHch of England. 

Each 



d by Google 



APPENDIX. 353 

Each Per(bn propofed to be a Member of the 
Society^ muft be nominated and recommended^ by 
a Member, one Month before the Day of Elec- 
tion. 

A General Meeting of the Society to be holden 
quarterly, for general Purpofes. 

The Committee at prefent, to confift of 
Members. 

Its vacancies to be fuj^ilied, and its number, if 
cteemed neceffaryj to be enlarged, at the quarterly 
Meeting. 

The Comodttee to affemUe every M«nday ; 
three Members to jform a c|ttonim> with power to 
appoint Sub. Committees. 

The Meeting of die Committee, on the firft 
Monday in every Month, to be open ; bot the 
attending Members to have no Vote^ except in 
cafes of £Ieftiott« 

The Committee to be empowered to make Bye- 
Laws, fubjeA to the approbatioft of the General 
Quarterly Meetings, 



ri N 1 9* 



^ Frioted bj Bys ud Lawj St Joba^s Sf uan^Clsiikeawtll. 
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•-,»u-.':-^.I .:ir , H ^z.r. : 
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